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NUS Faculty of Law Establishes Lionel A. Sheridan Professorship in
Honour of Founding Dean
Pioneer law class celebrates 50th Anniversary with fundraising campaign
The National University of Singapore (NUS) today established the Lionel A. Sheridan
Professorship at the NUS Faculty of Law to mark the 50th Anniversary of its first graduating
class, and honour Professor Sheridan, the Founding Dean of the Faculty. This was announced
at the Reunion Dinner held this evening for the Class of ’61, which will kick-start the fundraising
campaign for the Professorship.
The Honourable the Chief Justice of the Republic of Singapore, Mr Chan Sek Keong said, “We,
the Class of ‘61, are extremely pleased that the University has agreed to establish a Chair of
Law in Sheridan's name so that his legacy will live on.”
NUS President, Professor Tan Chorh Chuan, said, “As the founding Dean of Law, Professor
Lionel Astor Sheridan shaped the study and teaching of law in Singapore during the Faculty’s
formative years. He taught the first six graduating classes from 1956 to 1962, and left an
indelible mark on the University, Faculty and students. The creation of the Chair in honour of
Professor Sheridan recognises his contribution to the Faculty of Law, and is a very meaningful
way to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of Singapore’s pioneer class of lawyers. We are very
grateful to the Class of ’61 for this wonderful initiative.”
Professor Sheridan joined the Department of Law in July 1956 as Professor of Law. As the first
Head of Department, he was instrumental in planning the curriculum for legal studies, setting up
a law library and negotiating for professional recognition of local law graduates. He also actively
campaigned for the Department to become a full Faculty.
Professor Lionel Astor Sheridan noted, “Both rejoicing and relief were occasioned in the early
years of the Faculty of Law by the decisions by the Governments of the Federation of Malaya
and of Singapore that legislation would be introduced to enable graduates of the University of
Malaya to practise as advocates and solicitors. It was not expected that all holders of the degree
of Bachelor of Laws would wish for a career as members of the legal profession, but members
of the Faculty considered it to be of the utmost importance that graduates of the local university
should be allowed to qualify to do so. Did one anticipate then that among their number there
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would be a Chief Justice and other judges, a President of the Law Society, an Ambassador-atLarge and all manner of distinguished persons? Yes, certainly. The expectations entertained by
those who lectured, tutored and examined were extremely optimistic.”
The roots of the Faculty of Law lie in the establishment of the Department of Law in 1956 at
what was then the University of Malaya. The first law students were admitted to the Bukit Timah
campus of the University in 1957. In 1959, the Department attained Faculty status with
Professor Sheridan serving as the founding Dean until he stepped down in 1962. The pioneer
class of 22 law students graduated on 10 July 1961, and counts among its most illustrious
members Chief Justice Chan Sek Keong, Professor Tommy Koh (Ambassador-at-Large and
former Dean), former Dean Thio Su-Mien and Emeritus Professor Koh Kheng Lian.
To make a contribution to the Lionel A.Sheridan Professorship, please visit
http://giving.nus.edu.sg/give/detail/faculty-of-law/. For more information,
Christopher Bartholomeusz at (+65) 6516 3616 or email lawlink@nus.edu.sg
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For more information, please contact:
Ms Monica Khoo
Manager, Media Relations
Office of Corporate Relations
National University of Singapore
DID: (65) 6516 5125
Email: monicak@nus.edu.sg

About National University of Singapore (NUS)
A leading global university centred in Asia, the National University of Singapore (NUS) is
Singapore’s flagship university which offers a global approach to education and research, with a
focus on Asian perspectives and expertise.
NUS has 14 faculties and schools across three campuses. Its transformative education includes
a broad-based curriculum underscored by multi-disciplinary courses and cross-faculty
enrichment. Over 36,000 students from 100 countries enrich the community with their diverse
social and cultural perspectives.
NUS has three Research Centres of Excellence (RCE) and 22 university-level research
institutes and centres. It is also a partner in Singapore’s 5th RCE. NUS shares a close affiliation
with 16 national-level research institutes and centres. Research activities are strategic and
robust, and NUS is well-known for its research strengths in engineering, life sciences and
biomedicine, social sciences and natural sciences. It also strives to create a supportive and
innovative environment to promote creative enterprise within its community.
For more information, please visit www.nus.edu.sg

2

Annex
FACT SHEET
NUS Faculty of Law
Located in Singapore, which for almost 200 years has been a major international commercial
hub and a cosmopolitan city, NUS Faculty of Law is the premier law school in Singapore and
also widely regarded as Asia’s foremost centre for legal research. NUS Faculty of Law has an
international research active faculty of approximately 60 people and 1200 undergraduate and
postgraduate students. Its faculty is a scholarly community dedicated to the constant search for
better legal solutions to the issues that confront all societies. The faculty is committed to
research and regularly publishes books and monographs and articles in leading journals in
Singapore and abroad.
Apart from the LLB degree, NUS offers a number of degrees which include the following
degrees: law and business, law and economics, law and life sciences and law and public policy,
the LLM and the PhD. Since 2006, NUS Faculty of Law has been situated in the historic Bukit
Timah campus.
Class of 1961

Caption: Founding Dean of the Faculty of Law, Professor Lionel A. Sheridan (front row, third from right).
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