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Stockholm University in Winter
(Inset) Ice fishing - yes, it’s cold!

Our exchange programme with Stockholm University is our first
exchange agreement with a Scandinavian country, and with
Continental Europe as a whole. It is also the first exchange

Daryl Lim 04
shares his thoughts
on a year spent at
Stockholm University
on the Student
Exchange Program

programme to immerse common law students
in an alien civil law jurisdiction for an entire
academic year. The competition at Stockholm
ranks closely with universities like Oxbridge,
Maastricht and Strasbourg.

Two points stand out about my academic
experience there. First is an emphasis on a
multifaceted legal training. Study trips to legal
institutions provided invaluable experience of
how abstract legal concepts and traditions were
given practical application in Swedish society.
Further, though the courses focused

predominantly on EU laws and policies, cross-jurisdictional
comparisons with the US were made for a more complete
international perspective. This exposure, | believe, provides a
crucial advantage in predicting the path Singapore’s laws are
likely to take in the years ahead. Second, students benefited from
a wide range of expertise in classes there. The practical perspective
provided by international giants like Linklaters was evenly balanced
by European Union officials as well as former UN judges, prosecutors

and delegates.

Classes made up only half the rich learning experience there. In
autumn, the university hosted a model United Nations conference.
The large number of resident exchange students and delegates,
who came from as far away as Spain and Argentina, made the
event truly international. | had the honour of sharing Singapore’s
hopes for a well-tempered global order before this international
community through the delegation’s opening address.

At least as memorable was the opportunity to interview Lord
Phillips, Master of the Rolls, at the Royal Courts of Justice in
London, for the Singapore Law Review. Our meeting was perhaps
the only exclusive student interview ever done with a bearer of
this office. We spoke at length about highlights of a most remarkable
life. This meeting was to lead to a return visit, where | had the
privilege to be taken on a private tour of the Courts by his Private
Secretary, a treat normally reserved for visiting judges and

dignitaries.

To say that the year away was extraordinary would be an
understatement. Words cannot describe the camaraderie formed
by enduring a virtual six month winter so cold that boiling water
left outside sometimes freezes within minutes. Or the glorious joys
of ice-fishing in the frigid wilderness and skating on a frozen pond
in the city centre. Or the picturesque summer picnics and sunset
cruises on the archipelago in spring.

It is only by living and learning together in the melting pot of an
overseas exchange programme that one can truly understand the
motives that drive the actions of people who are different from
ourselves. Bound by a colonist past, we may feel inhibited to share
our culture and insights with the West. But | believe that it is only
with this willingness and ability to see the world through each
others eyes as equals, that a global renaissance can be set in
motion. | would like to think that at least in this respect, the
Stockholm experiment was a phenomenal success; one that
certainly would not have been possible without the willingness of
the Faculty to take a chance with this most unlikely candidate.
For this | am truly grateful.
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The

Antipodean
Experience

(Above) Mitre Peak at
Milford Sound

(Left) With friends
at the Wellington
Botanical Gardens




It is a common joke in New Zealand that Singapore has the
same population as New Zealand, but is merely the
geographical size of its largest lake, Lake Taupo. It is thus
not surprising that Wellington, the political capital of New
Zealand, is far less cosmopolitan and crowded than Singapore.

| spent a year at Victoria University of Wellington (Vic). The
Vic Law Faculty was located in a beautiful building that is
apparently the second largest wooden building in the world.
It was a refurbished historic building which previously housed
the government. In Kiwi-speak, it was very ‘flash’!

| enjoyed many of my classes there, which were conducted
by some lively and articulate lecturers. One of the subjects
| took was seemingly offbeat: Law & Sexuality. It was
basically about how the law portrays sexuality. This subject
was highly subjective, emotional and at times downright
dramatic; especially since we had some guest lecturers who
were intersexed (persons born with physical characteristics
that are neither male nor female), transsexual or homosexual
discussing their life experiences and discrimination issues.

During my year in Wellington, | lived in two different student
halls, both located in downtown Wellington. In my first hall,
the fire alarm went off three times in four months — all false
alarms! The alarms often conveniently went off at unearthly
hours. The residents then had to drag themselves out of bed
and assemble out in the freezing cold. Some groggy residents
would forget their shoes, some were too sleepy to put on
coats so they lugged their heavy blankets along with them,
while others had the misfortune of being caught in the shower
and were dressed in only foam and bathrobes.

Wellington is the second windiest city in the world. There
were days that the wind got so strong, it was hard to walk
in a straight line and | had to grab a traffic light to prevent
from getting blown away.

Most Kiwis take sports seriously and belong to some sports
club or other. Tramping (or trekking) is a particularly popular
activity, and there are some superb trails surrounding
Wellington. New Zealand has a particularly astounding variety
of terrain compacted into two moderately sized islands.
There are golden beaches, volcanic landscapes, glacial
formations, ancient forests, mountain ranges, and other types
of landscapes, all contained within New Zealand. And you
can be sure that where there is a river, odds are that you
can raft through it, and where there is a mountain range,
there is a pass you can follow.

One of my favourite places to visit was Kaikoura, a place for
spotting sperm whale and swimming with wild dusky dolphins.
At five in the morning (apparently the best time for swimming
with dolphins), we were shown an introductory video telling
us that Kaikoura has rich marine life was because it had a
vast continental shelf, which at some point, plunges drastically
to reach great depths. On this reassuring note, the guides
then proceeded to take us out into the open ocean, and
deposit us right where underwater cliff dips. But it was well
worth it, to see hundreds of dolphins leap in and out of the
water. | was able to swim in circles with a pod of them —
however, the circling combined with the strong currents made
me really dizzy, and | spent the journey back to land hurling
into a bucket!

New Zealand is a beautiful country with a comfortable pace
of life and endless natural treasures. | had a truly spectacular
year.

(Left) Queenstown -

The Remarkables

(Below) At Kaikoura with
a New Zealand fur seal

Future

Alumni
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Congratulations to , who has been appointed as
Singapore's next High Commissioner to the Republic of Ghana. Lest anyone
think that he is packing his bags and moving to Africa, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs highlights that he will remain resident in Singapore, where
he is a Senior Partner of M/s Wee Swee Teow & Co. Mr Giam is also
Chairman of the Inquiry Panel of the Law Society of Singapore. He has been
Singapore's non-resident Ambassador to the Republic of Peru for some years
now, and will continue in that post.

was
elevated to the bench of the Federal Court
of Malaysia on 1 August 2003, another
illustrious achievement in a long and
distinguished career in the Malaysian Legal
and Judicial Service. The Federal Court is the
highest Court in Malaysia. You can view more
information on Judge Abdul Hamid in the
‘Alumni In The News’ section of our website,
at: http://www.law.nus.edu.sg/alumni

sends greetings from Silicon
Valley area in the US, where
she lives with her husband and
2 children. She also runs a
business in Singapore. Laina
runs GetlT Multimedia- a
business solutions company
offering communications
and learning services
(www.getitmm.com). Says
Laina, “Life has been very
interesting. Besides the online company | run, | also do policy and regulatory
consulting in the telecom and Internet arena through the UN. | have done
some interesting work such as conduct ICT policy training for the governments
of Afghanistan, Iran, Mongolia, China, Laos, and created multimedia training
content such as ‘The Internet for Policy Makers’ and ‘Easy Guide to E-
commerce’.” Laina has chalked up lots of airtravel miles accumulated over
the last 5 years of commuting back and forth between the US and Singapore.
But she says, “The constant travelling has taken a toll on my ability to keep
in touch with my friends. | certainly do hope to reconnect with old friends
through this alumni network. Do drop me a line at laina@getit-multimedia.com
as | would love to hear from you.”

class
action

Congratulations to on her
appointment as Registrar of the Supreme Court.
Many of our alumni will remember appearing before
her at the Subordinate Courts, and most recently
when she was Principal District Judge, Family and

Juvenile Justice Division.

joined NTUC Fairprice
Co-operative Limited as a legal officer on
19 Aug 2003. He would like to hear from former
classmates and friends! You can e-mail him
at han_ck@yahoo.com.

sends his greetings from
Cincinnati, Ohio: “I emigrated to the United States
in 1996, obtained my Ph.D. in Religious Studies
in 2002, and am now an Assistant Professor in
Minorities® Studies & Religion at Xavier University
in Cincinnati.” Classmates wanting to get in touch
with Jonathon can reach him at: Xavier University
Dept. Of Theology, 3800 Victory Parkway,
Cincinnati, Oh 45207-4442, United States of
America; or email him at: tan@xavier.edu

Reunions!
Class of '94

10th Anniversary Reunion committee
lawlink@nus.edu.sg

Class of 64 — 40th Anniversary
Class of '74 — 30th Anniversary
Class of '79 — 25th Anniversary
Class of 84 — 20th Anniversary
Reunion Committee

6-874-1305



Cheng Kwong Wing 93

Alan Tan '93 and Sun are delighted to announce the

birth of their daughter, Kai Ryn, on 18th August 2003.

Kai Ry n her Sun and Alan are
father's pink (!) tunic absolutely thrilled to be
first-time parents. Alan

reports: “Ryn’'s a great

bundle of fun, and is

developing quite a

personality. She was

born with a lovely tan,

chuckles and gurgles

constantly, and has an in-built motion detector which

sets her wailing whenever the car stops at traffic Laura, Michael and Emma Cheng

lights (!). For her traditional one-month-old celebrations,

we dressed her in a pink tunic with Chinese buttons, -

the very same outfit worn by her father 34 years ago

during his one-month-old celebrations!” Alan: you wore - -

a pink tunic?

Leslina Toh 93 says a big ‘Howdy’ from Austin! “I am -

now living in Austin, TX where my husband is pursuing - A((::ltailgﬁ
a PhD in Political Science at the University of Texas. 29
The University has an excellent law library, and | am -

usually lost amidst its foreign law collection.

“Austin is the capital of The Lone Star State, Texas. -

Life here centres around state politics, and the

University of Texas (and its football games). It is -

also home to Dell Computers, and a sizeable tech -

sector which as you can imagine is anything but

booming in recent years. It is extremely hot here in Geoffrey Dedieu '94 spent 4 years as Asia Counsel with the

the Summer, nice and cool in the ‘Winter’. The Danone Group, based in Singapore and covering 14 countries

weather is great though for plants that flourish in a including China, India, Indonesia, Pakistan and the Philippines.

Mediterranean climate ... there is nothing quite like He obtained an MBA from INSEAD in 1998 and joined Marakon

cooking with fresh herbs from your garden. Texas is Associates, first in London, then back here again in Singapore.

famous for its barbeque and chili, but herbivores would Geoffrey is now in charge of expatriate clients at Credit Lyonnais

be equally happy with the quality of the fruit and Private Banking Asia (Singapore), handling financial and estate

vegetables here. planning issues for large investors. He married in Singapore in

We lived in New York before moving to Texas, so we September 1993, under the bougainvilleas of the French Embassy.

appreciate the space and the laid-back lifestyle here. His two kids are now five and six years old.

The downside is that we are not able to walk
everywhere like we used to in Manhattan. A while
ago we walked 4 miles in 100 degree Fahrenheit
weather to get to the annual Hot Sauce Festival, and
that was the end of our NY-style walks. When | write
to you to report that | am driving around Austin in an
SUV with a super-sized Coke in the cup-holder, you
will know that my assimilation is complete.”




Hey all you gaming buffs out there: how’s this for a dream job? Chiang Ming Yu '94

was Chairman of the World Cyber Games 2003 - Singapore's largest cybergaming

tournament to date. Says Ming Yu, “The Singapore Finals were held from 28 to 31

August, and saw almost 1,000 participants and an estimated 60,000 visitors. The

champions represented Singapore against the champions of 55 other countries at the

Grand Finals in Seoul from 12 to 18 October. Airfare and hotel rooms are all sponsored,
so start training for next year, you guys! One
of Singapore's champions made it to the
quarter-finals of the Xbox Halo tournament,
and is ranked among the top eight Halo players
in the world.

| took lots of leave to attend the WCG

Organising Committee meetings, and am glad

that | have supportive bosses, and a very

supportive wife! | am still keeping some leave
to spend on my wife and kids, and hope they
don't feel short-changed!

Work wise, | am still doing compliance work
with the local branch of a global investment bank. | have recently been asked to
support the legal team in the regional HQ for all legal matters arising from Singapore,
so | guess my job scope will be enlarged and | will be in touch with legal matters again.”
Incidentally, Ming Yu was recently featured in The New Paper, declaring that he would
never let his children view violent computer games, much less play them! Apparently
he will only let them start gaming when they are in secondary school ...

What’s Sherman Ong 95 been up to lately? Well, if you liked LawLink’s new-look cover,
you have Sherman to thank for the photos in our ‘Women At The Top’ cover story,
featuring Halimah Yacob ’78 and Indranee Rajah SC '86.
Sherman recently made a dance film entitled ‘Exodus’, with the Indonesian Contemporary
Dance Centre (ICDC). According to Sherman, the film “deals with the unspoken nuances
of human emotions. An encounter between a lower-class ethnic Chinese shampoo girl
and a Javanese court dancer sparks an awakening that manifests the dialectics of
obsession and the transient nature of human affection.” The film has been invited to
make its International Premiere at the Rotterdam International Film Festival in Jan
2004; and is also in the finals of the Hive Festival, a Singapore digital film festival.
Most recently, Sherman travelled to Brazil, for the showing of his short film ‘The Ground
| Stand’ (see LawLink’s Jan-June 2003 issue), which explores life in Singapore's
heartland, race relations and the virtues of an existence beyond material wealth,
through the memories and personal impressions of a 75 year-old Malay woman. His
film was showcased at VideoBrazil: the International Electronic Art Festival run by the
Associagéo Cultural Videobrasil. According to the
organisers, VideoBrazil was started in 1991 by “by
a group of artists interested in the vitality of Brazilian
experimental video. (It) is a pole of a large exchange
network involving producers, curators and researchers
in the field. Every two years, it runs the Festival,
which is currently approaching its 14th edition and
is considered the most prominent of its kind in Latin
America.” Wondering what a Singaporean filmmaker
was doing at a Latin American festival? The
Association is a non-profit institution that works to
promote the electronic art of the ‘southern circuit’;
which includes Brazil (of course), Portuguese-speaking
countries, Latin-America, the Caribbean, Africa, Eastern Europe, Middle East, Oceania
... and South-east Asia. That’s one big circuit!

Yet another tecchie dream job:
Eric Lie 96 is completing his second
year with the International Telecom-
munications Union in Geneva,
Switzerland. The ITU is part of the
United Nations system, and works with
governments and the private sector to
ensure that the latest technological
advances are rapidly integrated into
the telecommunication networks of
countries all around the world. Eric is
in the ITU’s Strategy and Policy Unit.
Part of his job apparently involves
having long and involved debates with
his boss about whether Kazaa or
eDonkey have faster download rates
... But lest you think that’s all he does,
he also runs international workshops
and has presented a number of papers
on various telecoms issues. Eric most
recently co-authored a 200-page tome
entitled ‘Birth of Broadband’, which
“examines the emergence of high-
speed, dedicated Internet connections
that will greatly expand the world’s
access to information, and looks at
how broadband will also facilitate the
long-expected convergence of three
previously distinct technologies:
computing, communications and
broadcasting.” You can find out more
about the book from the ITU’s website
at: www.itu.int/birthofbroadband

Jared and
Jaime Song

Congratulations to Marcus and Janice
Song (both ’96) on the birth of their
daughter Jaime. Big brother Jared is a
conscientious babysitter, as can be
seen in the photo which they sent us.
Marcus is still with the International
Affairs Division of the Attorney-
Generals’ Chambers. Janice is in charge
of Home Affairs in the Song household.




Priscilla Soh '96

is now teaching
at the Law Faculty of University
Teknologi Mara. She writes: “As | live
in Kuala Lumpur now, | miss all things
uniquely Singaporean in nature. I'm not
the only Singaporean here; the current
Dean, Associate Professor Ramlah Mohd
Noh ’77 is also an NUS Law faculty
Alumnae, so we share fond memories
of the Law Faculty. To the LLM Class of
'97, do keep in touch — especially Maria
Sarmiento 97 (Phillipines), Eva
Loetscher-Jaggi '97 (Switzerland) and
Elisa Kristiina Erkkila *97 (Finland), hope
you're all in great health and in good
spirits.” Classmates can write to Azlena
at: azlena_khalid@hotmail.com

Siraj Omar '97

Send us your updates and photos!
Email us at :
or call us at:

and were married at a small, intimate ceremony

on 7 June 2003 at Alkaff Mansion. Namiko is now at NIE, having chosen to

be an art educator as well as practitioner. Aaron is still legal counsel at an

aviation company; and and is working on his second collection of poetry, which
is scheduled to be published in 2004. In
their free time, this artistic couple cook
and sing with AGAPELLA, a contemporary
Christian music acapella group. Says Aaron,
“We praise God that He has brought us
together ... he makes everything wonderful
in His time!” Namiko has been a busy woman
this year — in addition to getting married,
on 12 November 2003 her second solo
exhibition, Friends/Phases: Portraits and
Nudes, opened to critical acclaim at The
Art Gallery, National Institute of Education.
Says Namiko: “As an artist, | have always
had an interest in the portrayal of the figure,
and in those

artists who found their creative voice in the ;\'lwa?]:iil;obéhan '97

expression of the figure and the human condition.

The drama of the quiet gesture, the chiaroscuro

of light falling on an outstretched arm, the intrigue

of a face registering only the slightest of

expressions- these are attributes of the artworks

by artists | admire. My figurative work operates

in the traditional field of the nude. Not only is the

human anatomy one of the most beautiful things

God created, but in painting it, there is the liberation

of expression without the technical problems that

cloth and drapery pose.”

Haslynda
Dahlan '97

sends his greetings from Boston: “Hi! Right now | am doing my
LLM at Harvard Law School. Harvard, especially the Law School, is an amazing
place - intellectually, politically and socially vibrant and exuberant! There are
so many daily talks, forums and workshops initiated by diverse people of
different views and with different goals. You can just spend a year here not
taking the courses but participating in these wonderful initiatives.” Hmm,
hope that’s not all you’re doing, Ernest!

Class

Action
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