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ABSTRACT
The Bar Council of India and the Indian universities mainly regulate the system of formal legal education for producing
lawyers in India. The challenges facing legal education in India have frequently been discussed. In this context, the 14th
Report (1958) and the 184th Report (2002) of the Law Commission of India and the National Knowledge Commission’s
Report of 2007 are notable, as are several High Court and Supreme Court Judgments, as well as the various seminars and
conferences on the subject held throughout the country.
Legal education in India has its roots in ancient India, based on the concept of ‘Dharma’. However, the current system of
legal education was brought to the country by the British after the introduction of British rule.
Recent years have seen a mushrooming of ill-equipped law colleges, housed in tiny rooms with skeleton libraries, and lacking
well trained staff. It is not surprising that in a number of these institutions, there is hardly any pretence of actual teaching.
The obvious result will be a plethora of inadequately-trained lawyers, who will be unaware of the basic elements of law, and
who will remain a permanent liability to society.
The emergence of National Law Universities in India, and the introduction of the five-year integrated law programme in the
1980s, was certainly significant. However the long-term success of the programme, and the quality of the students which it
produces, has yet to be assessed.
This seminar will focus on the need for reforms, as well as challenges faced in reforming legal education. The speaker will
also make recommendations for developing and improving the Indian system, thus bringing it to a global level.
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