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ABSTRACT 

 

The Indonesian government nowadays faces many criticisms from victims, victims’ families and human rights 
activists with regard to the settling of past severe violations of human rights. Almost every general election after 
the era of Reformasi (1998) has involved debate about such violations, which have also been heavily publicised 
in newspapers and other forms of mainstream media. Issues pertaining to the past violation of human rights are 
raised not only because victims and their families desire to obtain recognition from the new order government, 
but also because of assumptions about governmental involvement in past cases, and the desire to vindicate the 
rights of ancestors have who were subjected to human rights violations. As a result, past human rights violations 
have become a political commodity, particularly because there have been limited governmental efforts to achieve 
a satisfactory settlement. The presenter will offer his narrative study on the Tanjung Priok case, the only case to 
have occurred during the new order (orde baru) era. The case has been recognized as involving a severe 
violation of human rights under the laws recognised by the Indonesian Human Rights Court. The presenter will 
argue that in settling past human rights cases in Indonesia, the government needs to use an appropriate 
approach, which centres on victims’ backgrounds, and especially their religious backgrounds. From the Tanjung 
Priok case it can be seen that this type of approach has effectively satisfied some of the victims who were 
involved in the Ishlah charter (the charter on the peaceful settlement between victims and prospective 
defendants), although – for reasons which will be discussed – others have been less satisfied, and have disrupted 
court proceedings. 
 

In this seminar, the presenter will also consider the role of the Human Rights Court in Indonesia, and will suggest 
a possible solution to the settlement of past human rights cases. 
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