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ABSTRACT

This lecture seeks to challenge two of the prevailing orthodoxies of contemporary analytic jurisprudence. First, that the
task of jurisprudence is to locate the necessary properties of the concept of law, that is, what is essential to law in all
possible legal systems in all possible worlds. Second, that force, coercion, and sanctions, although common in all actual
legal systems, are not necessary properties of law and thus not part of explaining the very nature of law. In challenging
both of these orthodoxies, the lecture supports the conclusion that we best understand the nature of law by examining
its typical properties rather than its logically essential ones, and that the typically characteristic and distinguishing
feature of law is its heavy reliance, as Bentham and Austin argued in the past, on force, coercion, and sanctions.
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