
CALL FOR PAPERS  
Crossing Borders in a Troubled World:  

A Youth Conference on Transnational  Migration in Asia 
The Centre for Asian Legal Studies (CALS) is pleased to solicit proposals for 

participation in a Youth Conference entitled ‘Crossing Borders in a Troubled World: A 
Youth Conference on Transnational Migration in Asia’. The conference will be held at 

NUS in Singapore on 31st March-1st April 2016.  

  
Whether due to globalization or the devastation of wars, migration has been a major 

phenomenon world-wide, especially in the post-world war era. The 2015 Migration and 

Development Brief by World Bank observes that one out of seven persons (or one billion 

people) in the world is an international or internal migrant. Today, migration is a major factor 

shaping economic policies, laws, cultural values, and social structures. Rapidly increasing 

migration has also increased the incidences of human trafficking and people smuggling. 

Besides poverty and the allure of better economic opportunities, war, civil unrest and natural 

disasters are also driving millions into becoming refugees. It is a troubled world that we live 

in, and migration is the choice that many have made to seek a better life outside the confines 

of where they were born and (often) raised.  Migration therefore implicates not only domestic 

laws, but also trans-boundary relations and international law. It has also become an impetus 

for new global rights movements and alliances, as well as shed new light on the relationship 

between the state and individuals. Unsurprisingly, with the new power of social media and 

other platforms, youths have been particularly outspoken about their concerns over migration 

and rights of migrants.  

 

This conference will engage the views of the youth regarding migration-related issues. Our 

focus will be on the younger generation’s perspective. Among the issues this conference 

hopes to investigate are youth perspectives on how public international law principles like 

sovereignty and comity intersect with domestic law regulating migration, how migration can 

and should affect the evolution and acceptance of societal, religious and cultural values. We 

are also interested in how comparative perspectives can help to rethink domestic and 

international law on migration. Additionally, this conference aims to provide a platform for 

students to share their ideas in open debate and discussion. Proposals that employ fresh 

perspectives to explore these issues both conceptually as well as contextually in the form of 

country studies are welcome. 

 

 



Important Deadlines 
Submission of Abstracts: 15 January 2016 

Notification of Acceptance: 8th February 2016 
Submission of Full Paper: 7th March 2016 

Conference: 31st March & 1st April 2016 

All undergraduate and graduate law students are welcome to attend this 

conference. Those intending to present a paper are expected to contribute an 

original and previously unpublished article, which would be considered for inclusion 

in an edited publication that will form the intended output of this conference. The 

organizer reserves the right to reject a paper for publication. 

 

Paper proposals should include a title, an abstract of no more than 200 words, an 

outline of the proposed paper with section titles and brief section descriptions, and 

a personal biography of no more than 200 words.  

 

Submissions should be made online by 15th January 2016. 

 

Successful applicants will be notified by 8th February 2016 and would be required 

to submit a completed draft paper of 3,500 to 5,000 words including footnotes by 

7th March 2016.  

 

Please be informed that there is NO participation fee.  

CALS will ONLY FUND  for successful participants, with accommodation and 

transportation during the conference. 

 

For more information, please email cals@nus.edu.sg  
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