
 

1 

Call for Papers 
CULTURAL HERITAGE LAW AND THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT: 

PRESERVING OUTSTANDING UNIVERSAL VALUE IN ASIA’S HISTORIC CITIES 
17–18 March 2016 

Faculty of Law, NUS Bukit Timah Campus 

 

Submission Deadline: 6 November 2015 

 
The Centre for Asian Legal Studies (CALS) is pleased to solicit proposals for participation in a 

workshop entitled ‘Cultural Heritage Law and the Built Environment: Preserving Outstanding 
Universal Value in Asia’s Historic Cities’. The workshop will be convened by Dr Jason R. 

Bonin and will be held at NUS in Singapore on 17-18 March 2016. All participants are 

expected to contribute an original and previously unpublished article to an edited publication 

that will form the intended output of this workshop. 

 

The preservation of the built environment constitutes an important objective of cultural 

heritage law. Historic urban areas are among the most important expressions of our common 

cultural heritage, reflecting the broad diversity of human experience and the development of 

key cultural values and practices across time and space. They also present many unique 

challenges to cultural heritage preservation. Asian cities in particular are currently at the centre 

of a process of rapid urbanization that is likely to have serious and irreversible consequences 

for the tangible features of the urban environment and for the intangible practices and 

traditions of the communities that live there. 

 

This workshop will engage with emerging questions concerning the role of cultural heritage law 

in preserving heritage of outstanding universal value in some of Asia’s most important historic 

cities. Our focus will be on the many ways in which the dialectical relationships contained 

within this body of law – including the relationship between public heritage values and private 

property values, between the international and the domestic (national and local) regulatory 

orders, between expert knowledge and local communities, and between the tangible, 

immovable built heritage and its natural and intangible context – shape the recognition and 

regulation of built heritage of universal significance. Proposals that employ fresh perspectives to 

explore these relationships as well as contextual studies of particular cities and urban spaces are 

particularly welcome. 

 

Paper proposals should include a title, an abstract of no more than 200 words, an outline of the 

proposed paper with section titles and brief section descriptions, and a personal biography of 

no more than 100 words. Submissions should be made online HERE by 6 November 2015. 

 

Successful applicants will be notified by 20 November 2015 and would be required to submit a 

completed draft paper of 8,000 to 10,000 words by 1 March 2016. Depending on the 

availability of funds, partial or full funding may be granted to paper presenters. Full funding 

covers air travel to Singapore by the most economical means and reasonable accommodation 

for the duration of the workshop.  

 

For more information, please email cals@nus.edu.sg 
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