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ABSTRACT 
Since 1932, Thailand has had 19 constitutions and 13 successful coups d'etat. A constitution 
lasts in average 4.5 years while there is a coup every 6.5 years.  
Yet political instability in Thailand is only apparent. Governments have come and gone, but the 
Deep State (the bureaucracy, the army, and the monarchy) has remained unchallenged. 
Although formal constitutional changes did not always reflect this trend, the Deep State's 
control over Thai politics has increased thanks to the use of special powers in times of crisis.  
From 2006 to 2014, special powers in times of crisis were vested in the Constitutional Court, 
which used them to dissolve political parties, prevent constitutional revision, and cancel 
general elections, paving the way for two coups d'etat in 2006 and 2014.  
This talks aims at investigating and analyzing the progressive constitutionalization of special 
"crisis powers" from the 1990s until now.  
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