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ABSTRACT 
 

The Vietnamese Party-State has debated political-legal reforms since its adoption of đổi mới 
(Renovation) in 1986 with the discussions becoming more focussed after the 2005 publication of 
Politburo Policy Resolutions 48 and 49 relevant to the justice sector. Concurrently, in 1992 and 2002 the 
Vietnamese court system underwent substantial reform.  This paper explores the reforms to date, 
reflecting on the variability of their impacts. It also offers a discussion of the role and emerging identity of 
the Vietnamese court system in the twenty-first century. Vietnam today has a more self-managing and 
professionally equipped court system than previously. The courts also seek to enable better access to 
justice for citizens and more transparent institutional processes. These developments should not be 
confused with the introduction of an independent court system. 
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