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 ABSTRACT 
The place and role of ethics in the making of law and public policies raise several questions 
that are central to important contemporary debates ranging from human rights to applied 
ethics. At the heart of these debates two main points are often highlighted: the definition and 
scope of ethics. For, laws and public policies are not made without their ethical assumptions.  
 
What is the interplay between ethics, law and public policies? This question includes the 
extent to which a certain action can be categorized as (im)moral, the basis for such 
categorization, and the extent to which it can apply to everyone. This presentation will explore 
these questions with a special focus on Islamic bioethics as an example of an applied ethics 
that is rooted in religious ethics. 
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