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ABSTRACT 
The Sri Lankan presidential election on 8th January produced an unexpected and dramatic change of 
government. A populist authoritarian regime was rejected in favour of a common opposition that promised 
deep constitutional reforms in respect of substantial reductions in the scope, nature, and form of executive 
power. In this presentation I will look retrospectively at how the reform movement gathered pace, discuss 
the new government’s ‘100-day reform programme’ and its main substantive proposals (abolition or major 
reform of the executive presidential system), what is missing in this process (especially the question of 
accommodating minority aspirations) and why, and speculate about the constitutional challenges that 
remain. I will also attempt to place these rapidly evolving events in some kind of conceptual framework 
(drawing upon Bell’s framework in Public Law, 2014), so as to better understand the nature of the change, 
as well as to better focus scholarly and policy interventions in support of it.  
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He is currently working on a monograph on the Sri Lankan constitution for the Hart 
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