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ABOUT THE EVENT
Throughout the common law world, the penalty rule is in a state of flux. This paper gives an
account of recent developments in respect of the penalty rule, before going on to explore two
unanswered questions. The first is whether Australian law recognises two jurisdictions to
relieve against penalties – one in equity and another at common law – or instead a unitary
penalty doctrine. The Australian position will be critically assessed against the approach taken
elsewhere. The second question is that of how the recent developments are playing out ‘on
the ground’, and whether the shift towards the 'interests test' ought to be welcomed.

John Eldridge is a lecturer at Sydney University
Law School. His research is concerned with the
law of obligations, though he has a particular
interest in the law of contract. His current
projects include a monograph on the codification
of the Australian law of contract, as well as an
edited collection on the legacy of Sir Owen
Dixon. His research has been published in
leading journals in Australia and overseas. He is
a graduate of the University of Adelaide and the
University of Cambridge.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND
Practitioners working in banking and finance, construction law, and persons with an interest
in the law respecting penalty clauses

PROGRAMME
12.00pm
12.30pm

:
:

Registration
Welcome and Start of Seminar

1.30pm

:

1.45pm

:

Q & A Session
End of Seminar

REGISTRATION
Public CPD Points: 1
Practice Area:
Banking and Finance
Training Level:
General
Participants who wish to obtain CPD Points
are reminded that they must comply strictly
with the Attendance Policy set out in the CPD
Guidelines. For this activity, this includes
signing in on arrival and signing out at the
conclusion of the activity in the manner
required by the organiser, and not being
absent from the entire activity for more than 15
minutes. Participants who do not comply with
the Attendance Policy will not be able to obtain
CPD Points for attending the activity. Please
refer to http://www.sileCPDcentre.sg for more
information.

Register at: https://tinyurl.com/cbflssnov9
For enquiries, please email cbfl@nus.edu.sg or contact Ms Germaine at +65 6516 1305.
This is a complimentary event. Seats are limited.

ABOUT THE CENTRE FOR BANKING & FINANCE LAW
The Centre for Banking & Finance Law (CBFL) at the Faculty of Law, National University
of Singapore, seeks to generate scholarship and promote thinking about the vibrancy,
robustness and soundness of the banking sector, capital markets and other financial
services. Through the research our scholars undertake and the events we organise, we
seek to create and share knowledge, to engage stakeholders in an exchange of ideas,
and to enhance the appreciation of legal and regulatory issues. We aim to bring greater
theoretical and analytical clarity to these issues, to examine their policy impact, and to
be a catalyst for ideas on how to improve banking and financial systems at the national,
regional and global levels. Visit our website at https://law.nus.edu.sg/cbfl/.

