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The Saw Swee Hock Centennial Professorship in Law is generously supported by Professor Saw Swee Hock, 
President’s Honorary Professor of Statistics at NUS, who has supported numerous education and research 
related ventures at Universities worldwide. The Professorship is one of the most distinguished 
appointments at NUS and appoints a strategic hire to raise the quality of education and research in NUS 
Law to greater heights 
 
Professor Alec Stone Sweet joined NUS Law in January 2016 as the inaugural Saw Swee Hock Centennial 
Professor of Law. He gave an insightful lecture on ‘The Market for International Arbitration’. The 
commentator for the lecture, Professor Lucy Reed shared her own perspectives and experiences too.  
 
NUS Law had the pleasure of having The Honourable the Chief Justice, Sundaresh Menon, and Professor 
Saw Swee Hock joining us as distinguished guests at the Lecture. There were also several members of the 
Judiciary and donors who graced the event. 
 
ABSTRACT OF THE LECTURE 
The presentation focused on a new research project: the on-going construction of a global market for 
international commercial arbitration.  Today, more than 200 international arbitral centres compete for 
market share, influence, and survival.  A handful of “global centres” seek to structure the broader field in 
their own image; smaller ones work to develop regional, or niche, services that will enable them to prosper.  
Major trading states compete to show their pro-arbitration colours, not least, because the business of 
arbitration is big business.  As crucial instruments of enforcement, national courts, too, cast shadows on 
arbitration in myriad ways.  Finally, arbitrators compete with one another for appointments, and also for the 
top management positions in the major houses.  A relatively small cadre of elite arbitrators dominates the 
field, networking it and reducing its (potential) fragmentation.  The project will seek answers to questions 
such as the following:  What are the most important determinants of the success of IACs?  Which states have 
been the most successful at attracting arbitral business, and through what strategies?  What advantages 
does Singapore have over HKIAC-Hong Kong and other centres in Asia, and how can SIAC increase its global 
prominence? 
 
ABOUT THE SPEAKER 
Professor Alec Stone Sweet is a leading American academic in the fields of international law and comparative 
law. He works in the fields of comparative and international politics, and comparative and international law. 
He has published eleven books and edited volumes, and more than 70 papers, including in the American 
Journal of Sociology, the American Political Science Review, Comparative Political Studies, West European 
Politics, the International Journal of Constitutional Law, the Journal of European Public Policy, and the Revue 
Française de Science Politique. Many of the most important papers are freely available on his Selected 
Works site. Professor Stone Sweet graduated from Western Washington University (BA, Political Science), 
the Johns Hopkins SAIS (MA, International Relations), and the University of Washington (Ph.D., Political 
Science). Prior to moving to the Yale Law School in 2004, he was Official Fellow and Chair of Comparative 
Government at Nuffield College (1998–2005), and Professor of Political Science at the University of 
California, Irvine (1991–1998). He has also held visiting professorships at the Bocconi University Law School 



(Milan), the Columbia Law School (New York), as well as in law faculties in Aix-en-Provence (France), Bologna 
(Italy), Florence (Italy), Madrid (Spain), Paris (France), Stockholm (Sweden), Sydney (Australia), and Vienna 
(Austria). Professor Stone Sweet joined the NUS Faculty of Law in January 2016 as the inaugural Saw Swee 
Hock Centennial Professor of Law, a tenured full-time position at NUS Law. 
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