
Social calendars are filling up fast as we reunite with 
family and friends! Classes who are celebrating 
milestone reunions this year and would like to 
organise a reunion, please get in touch with Jo-Ann at 
lawlink@nus.edu.sg soon.

If you are from the Class of 1976, 1992, 1994 or 
2012, plans are already in progress for your class 
reunions later this year, so do update your contact 
details HERE so that we can get reach you to share 
the details once they are settled.

Finally, to receive our latest news, announcements and invitations, or to indicate your mailing preferences, 
please update your particulars with us HERE. Do also stay connected to the NUS Law community through our 
website and by following us on Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram.
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Calling all classes celebrating milestone reunions! 
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With the easing of restrictions, we were delighted to welcome our mentors back on campus to meet with students 
for a series of in-person Mentoring Events over four nights on 25 March, 1 and 8 April and 5 May. In total, more 
than 150 mentors and mentees had a chance to catch up over dinner, and then participate in small group 
mentoring discussions.

Alumni Events and Reunions

LAMP Mentoring Events - in person at last!

This year marks the 45th year since Mrs Gladys Mirandah ’76 was called to the Bar. Having overcome challenges 
in her legal education through sheer grit and a positive mindset, she established the Mirandah Study Award to 
motivate graduating students to overcome adversities and excel in their studies.

Mrs Gladys Mirandah ’76 was born in Singapore in 1952. She lived with her parents, who were migrants from 
Kerala, South India, and eight siblings in a humble two-room wooden house in Naval Base. She grew up in a 
close-knit community surrounded by Tamil, Ceylonese and Malayalee families. From her mother, she learnt to 
have a positive mindset, unrelenting willpower and a pragmatic approach to problems in life. 

At a time when education for girls was not considered a priority, it was already a struggle for her parents to fund 
her six brothers through tertiary education. It was made clear to her that there would be no funds for her to go to 
university to further her studies. Undeterred by this, Mrs Mirandah chose to read law at the then University of 
Singapore, paying her own way through teaching jobs.

It was by no means a walk in the park. She often had to compromise on her studies by skipping lectures and 
tutorials at the Bukit Timah Campus in order to fulfil her teaching obligations at the nearby Hwa Chong Junior 
College. She even recalled choosing optional subjects that would not clash with her teaching schedule.

“It was a delicate balancing act that was necessary. In the process, I perfected the art of time management, 
learned to multitask and developed resilience. It never crossed my mind to give up as failure was never an 
option,” said Mrs Mirandah. “I never felt disadvantaged or left behind, as every tiny step led me to the next 
milestone. As hard as it was, that was the most uplifting experience in my life.”

She also remembered wanting to make her father proud as she was always seen as the trophy kid and 
cheerleader in the family. Mrs Mirandah graduated from NUS Law in 1976, and it is clear that her early years and 
experiences with overcoming hardship have been transformative in more ways than one. 

Today, Mrs Mirandah and her family run the intellectual property firm, Mirandah (Asia). Apart from the values of 
excellence in her work and the importance of family, she is strongly motivated by the desire to give back to 
society and to recognise the potential within each person. These values are often incorporated into her business, 
most notably through the firm’s corporate social responsibility programmes, which range from working closely 
with the underprivileged – adopting schools in impoverished regions, spending time with children and elderly, to 
responding to calls for relief such as blood donation and post-disaster relief efforts, as well as tackling 
environmental issues by cleaning up beaches and planting trees.

One memorable example was before the pandemic, when her firm put together a team of 30 to build a home for 
an orang asli (indigenous people) family in Kampung Gurney, Malaysia.

Mrs Mirandah also firmly believes that human resources is an important asset in her line of work. She said, “We 
take a personal interest in the development of our staff. Over the years, we have identified various personnel 
from our offices across ASEAN, recognized their talents and helped them realise their potential to carve a 
different career path within our group. In life, I have found that when we create the opportunities and invest in 
young people, the possibilities are endless and priceless.”

The Mirandah Study Award will be launched in AY2022/2023 and will reward final year law students who show 
the greatest improvement and prevail despite the odds with a monetary incentive of $3,000 for the next 15 years.

Her advice for students who face financial hardship and other challenges? “It is never a level playing field, but 
that’s okay. Stay focused and never give up. Perseverance will take you to your sweet spot and then you can say 
to yourself that it was all worthwhile. Don’t sweat the small stuff. There is so much more out there, so go and get 
it!”

Reflecting on her journey through law school since graduating 46 years 
ago, Mrs Mirandah counted her blessings, and paid tribute to her 
lecturers and tutors – particularly her mentor, the late Professor Geoffrey 
Bartholomew, for believing in her. 

"It is a time to celebrate and share my joy with the NUS Law Faculty! My 
family joins me in saying “Thank You” as each of us walked the path 
through NUS Law – my daughter, Denise, and I both graduated from the 
faculty while my husband, Patrick, and my son, Ian, both completed their 
Graduate Certificate in Intellectual Property Law and went on to become 
registered Patent Attorneys.”

The impressive string of accolades and achievements behind Koh Swee Yen SC ’04 might suggest a life that is 
all work and no play. Yet Swee Yen believes in excelling in both her professional and personal life. She shares 
her journey from finding her passion for the law to becoming a leading disputes lawyer and touches on how to 
build a sustainable legal career.

His appointment as the first Singaporean President of the Financial Action Task Force marks another milestone 
in Mr T. Raja Kumar’s illustrious career. He shares the inspirations behind his decision to read law and to serve 
the public good. He also reflects on the challenges and triumphs in his unconventional career journey.

If not a lawyer, what would she be? “A journalist”, reckons Swee Yen. She describes her path to reading law as 
somewhat "accidental". Spurred on by her sister’s suggestion to pursue a professional degree, she considered 
the various courses, and decided to apply to NUS Law.

Swee Yen enjoyed her first year of law school and quickly developed firm friendships with a group of classmates 
who somehow just clicked. However, she soon realised that she was guilty of not spending enough time 
studying. She recalled how her Property Law tutor, Professor Tang Hang Wu, whom she still counts as one of 
her mentors, pulled her aside one day to tell her that if she spent more time on her studies, she had the potential 
to do really well.

"I listened to his advice. When I started dedicating more time towards studying, I found that I actually enjoyed 
reading cases and the study of law," said Swee Yen.

A New Role

When Mr T. Raja Kumar assumes office as the next President of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) in July 
2022, he will become the first Singaporean to helm the global money-laundering and terrorist financing 
watchdog. He recognises that his appointment is seen as an achievement for Singapore and looks forward to 
leading the organisation.

"Singapore has been a member of the FATF since 1992 and this is an important milestone for us and a 
recognition of the work that we have put in over the years", he explained. 

Mr Raja Kumar is no stranger to the FATF having also served as Head of Singapore's delegation to the FAFT 
since January 2015. He has played a crucial role in Singapore’s anti-money laundering and countering the 
financing of terrorism (AML/CFT) efforts, and has driven the country to meet FAFT standards. In addition, he has 
been a member of the Steering Group that provides advice to the FATF President since July 2018.

Well-prepared for his new role, Mr Raja Kumar has a clear vision for what he hopes to achieve during his tenure. 
In deciding what his first concerns would be, he made it a point to meet every FATF member to engage them on 
his draft proposals so that he could gather feedback and refine his priorities.

"My vision is to make FAFT the recognised global standards setter for anti-money laundering and terrorist 
financing measures, and for the organisation to stand out in its effectiveness to ensure safety and security for 
nations and the world." 

Expounding on his vision for the organisation, Mr Raja Kumar emphasised that the key theme underpinning the 
Singapore Presidency will be to enhance effectiveness within the FATF and across its global networks. He 
believes that this renewed focus will facilitate FATF members to collectively achieve better outcomes in the 
organisation's next round of mutual evaluations, which are peer-reviewed in-depth country reports. 
 
"We will prioritise strengthening global efforts to enhance asset recovery, focusing on key and emerging money 
laundering predicates, such as cyber-enabled scams, ransomware and corruption," said Mr Raja Kumar, 
asserting that the Singapore Presidency will continue to work closely with the FATF Global Network. He stressed 
that this will be complemented by the FATF's ongoing core work to raise awareness and to identify and analyse 
money laundering and terrorist financing methods and trends. 
 
"I aim to make FATF a more effective organisation that produces even stronger results and targets criminals and 
criminal organisations where it hurts – by going after their illicit fruits of crime and crippling them," said Mr Raja 
Kumar. "This is going to be a high-order global challenge, one that I am looking forward to making a significant 
difference in!"

The FATF Presidency is just the latest challenge in his illustrious career story which he has described, in his own 
words, as unconventional and colourful.

From Law School to Law Enforcement

"Law school equipped me with high-value skills that I have used extensively till today, in particular deep 
analytical thinking and advocacy skills," he shared. "My best memories include presenting my case to Davinder 
Singh and VK Rajah during our Trial Advocacy module and securing an A grade from them."

Besides studies, he recalled being immersed in Law Club activities from year one and enjoying the camaraderie 
and tight bonding across cohorts. He eventually served as the President of the Law Club and was a member of 
the Student Disciplinary Committee of the University. Other fond memories include a trip to Kuala Lumpur to co-
interview then Lord President of the Malaysian Judiciary Azlan Shah for the NUS Law Review. 

The friendships forged during his years in school have stood the test of time, and to this day, Mr Raja Kumar 
counts some of his NUS Law classmates among his closest and dearest friends.

Faced with the prospect of serving out his PSC bond with the Singapore Police Force (SPF), Mr Raja Kumar did 
not hesitate to follow in his father's footsteps.

"My late father KT Rajah was a senior police officer in the 1950s till his retirement in 1980. He witnessed 
Singapore’s early turbulent times and played a part in the transformation of our country to the safe oasis it is 
today. I wanted to be part of an established institution fighting crime and keeping our people and our country 
safe," said Mr Raja Kumar.

While his decision to take on a meaningful and mission-driven career with the police force felt natural to him, Mr 
Raja Kumar recalled how some of his friends were shocked at his decision to serve in the police force as they 
had very much pictured him becoming a litigation lawyer.

Colourful Career Journey

Fresh from the police academy, Mr Raja Kumar started his career as a junior investigator with the Jurong Police 
Division. He handled minor crime cases before taking on more complex cases such as criminal breach of trust. “I 
even had to respond to a murder case. Just 2 years ago, the culprit was arrested and I was alerted that I might 
be needed to testify in Court!” He described this early chapter of his career as a baptism of fire as he slogged 
through long hours with little sleep to learn his craft as an investigator. 

As he progressed up the ranks, he was given the opportunity to take on the Road Safety and Research portfolio 
with the Traffic Police which saw him to do research and policy work on traffic safety, such as conceptualising 
and implementing the rear seat belt and child restraint laws and developing major public education campaigns, 
such as those against drink-driving. He was featured regularly on television programmes like Talking Point and 
Feedback to educate the public on major amendments to legislation and road safety.

Some six years into his career and after fulfilling his PSC bond, he found himself at a career crossroads. At that 
time, he received attractive offers to join legal practice with senior lawyers whom he had known well. While he 
admitted to being tempted, he decided to continue pursuing the meaningful work of law enforcement. This led 
him to pursue a Master of Philosophy in Criminology and Law at Cambridge University on a Police scholarship.

It was not long after returning to his law enforcement career that he began the transition into senior leadership 
roles. At the young age of 34, he became the Commander of Ang Mo Kio Police Division. Following that, he was 
posted to the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) as Deputy Director of Joint Operations for three years before 
stepping up into the role of Director of the Police Intelligence Department and having to deal with a vastly 
different security environment following the 9-11 terrorist attacks.

It was during a subsequent posting to the Commercial Affairs Department (CAD) as Senior Deputy Director, that 
the government started a discussion on allowing casinos in Singapore. He remembered being asked by his 
Permanent Secretary if he would take up the challenge and responsibility of developing a regulatory framework 
for the upcoming casino industry.

"I immediately agreed and thus began a five-year journey to establish the casino industry here. I looked at the 
American and Australian models in particular to develop a uniquely Singapore version that was customised and 
suited to our context and needs," said Mr Raja Kumar.

When the Casino Regulatory Authority of Singapore (CRA) was formed in April 2008, he was appointed the Chief 
Executive. During his tenure, he and his team achieved several milestones, which included getting the Casino 
Control Act passed, developing supporting regulations, and licensing the casinos and their thousands of 
employees in time for the casinos’ opening. The CRA set itself apart with its innovations and sound policies and 
quickly became a referenced regulator.
 
"This was a pioneering experience, and I had to learn the intricacies of a new industry from scratch. I was 
blessed to have an awesome team to work with me," he said. "It was a tough but immensely satisfying sojourn 
and I'm greatly pleased that the core team that I assembled continues to anchor CRA till today." 

In June 2011, Mr Raja Kumar was promoted and returned to the Singapore Police Force as the Deputy 
Commissioner of Police (Policy). While there, he drove the development and implementation of the new 
Community Policing model (COPS 2), including rolling out around 10,000 CCTVs covering every single HDB 
block in the country which resulted in a decrease in crime at public housing estates. He also initiated and 
catalysed the renewal of the Police Coast Guard fleet aimed at equipping the fleet with modern technologies and 
capabilities to be more effective and efficient, transformations that he also drove with the different specialist 
operational units across the Police.

Mr Raja Kumar later went on to serve as Deputy Secretary at MHA in 2015, driving international policies, 
partnerships and engagements as well as training. In this role, he served as the Head of Delegation of 
Singapore’s FATF team and worked closely with INTERPOL and foreign governments to forge fruitful strategic 
partnerships to tackle safety and security challenges, including crime and terrorism. He was also concurrently 
leading the Home Team Academy for six years, transforming it into a global law enforcement academy with 
contemporary leadership programmes that attracted law enforcement from advanced countries to attend.

When asked what he would consider the most trying moment of his career, Mr Raja Kumar pointed to the Little 
India riot in December 2013 and its aftermath. He was Acting Commissioner of Police the night the riot occurred 
and was the first police witness to testify before the Commission of Inquiry (COI), led by retired Supreme Court 
Judge G.P. Selvam, in a searching examination.  

"It was a most challenging time, possibly the most severe single test of my career," said Mr Raja Kumar. "This 
was a test of mettle. I felt the burden of leadership responsibility of leading my organisation through this crisis 
and coming out stronger from its ashes. What helped me weather the storm was my strong faith and the support 
of my family, close friends and fellow officers."

Despite the difficult circumstances, he was pleased that the police force emerged stronger after the episode.

From graduating with a law degree to forging a formidable career in law enforcement, Mr Raja Kumar has indeed 
served in a wide range of roles throughout his career. His other career highlights include receiving the Public 
Administration Gold, Silver, and Bronze Medal awards respectively in 2021, 2007 and 1996. He was conferred 
the French National Order of Merit (Knight) Award in 2017 in recognition of his contributions to building and 
sustaining close security cooperation and bilateral relations between Singapore and France. 

On the secret to his success as a leader, he shared: "Love your people and look after them well. Without them, 
you can’t succeed. Nurture them and see them blossom. Discover potential and develop it. I find this to be 
deeply meaningful because you are transforming careers and lives!"

Some Advice

To aspiring law students and young alumni, Mr Raja Kumar shared some advice.

Having recently completed a basic course learning the Python programming language, he emphasised the 
importance of being digitally savvy. He cautioned that there is a need to be highly adaptable and to take 
advantage of new tools and capabilities to enhance work effectiveness and efficiency.

"Don't be afraid to explore new avenues. Enjoy what you do and be passionate about your work. Keep learning 
and growing in your craft," he said. "And as a professional, integrity is paramount. Without it, you are like chaff in 
the wind. With it, you are a pillar, and well respected for it."

The mooting experience inspired Swee Yen to sign up for International Legal Process, a mooting course taught 
by Professor Robert Beckman, who was affectionately called “Coach”. She found Prof Beckman an inspiring and 
passionate teacher, and he became a great mentor to her.

She went on to describe how the skill sets learnt in moots have stayed with her for life. For instance, the ability to 
formulate a case theory, think deeply and analyse the legal and factual issues, as well as the capacity to be an 
effective advocate and team player, all continue to be relevant in practice today.

Upon her graduation, Swee Yen was appointed as a Justices’ Law Clerk at the Singapore Supreme Court where 
she gained a first-hand appreciation of judicial analysis and thinking while training under senior judges.

"I was privileged to be able to clerk for the former Chief Justice Yong Pung How, and the other Judges of the 
Supreme Court," she said. "The dedication and contributions of the Judges to the development of law in 
Singapore motivated me to strive towards greater heights."

After Swee Yen's stint as a Law Clerk, she decided to return to private practice with WongPartnership LLP to 
pursue her passion for advocacy and work towards becoming a leading disputes lawyer.

On what drives her, Swee Yen said, "I am motivated by a very simple goal – to become a better lawyer each 
day."

More importantly, she is quick to credit her success to the unwavering support of her family – particularly her 
mother.

"My mother has always been a pillar of support. She assists me to look after my child on weekdays when I am at 
work so that I can fully concentrate on work without any worry," she shared, adding that she considers her child 
as her greatest achievement,  and that becoming a mother has helped her understand unconditional love.

She also acknowledged that she would not be where she is today without her mentors in law school who 
believed in her, and the support of her colleagues at work.

When asked how she would encourage young lawyers struggling with time management challenges, 
disillusionment and burnout, Swee Yen shared three keys to a sustainable career in law.

“First, work hard and play hard. Everyone needs a break, so find things to do that make you happy outside work 
and enjoy your life! While I work hard, I have always prioritised family life over work and make it a point not to 
miss important family events. Spending time with family and loved ones keeps me grounded and allows me to 
take my mind off work.”

“Second, as clichéd as it may sound, never stop learning. As a disputes lawyer, I learn from each and every 
courtroom and arbitration experience. I observe my opposing counsel, the witnesses and the tribunal – and there 
are always learning points, the to-dos and not to-dos.” 

“Third, build resilience – to not give up, but persevere. Know that you are in this career for a purpose and keep 
pushing yourself to become better at your craft. Take small steps if that is all you can do, but never stop trying.” 

the highest professional integrity. To date, there are 94 legal practitioners conferred with the title and the 
corresponding right to suffix their name with the initials “SC”.
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Dean’s List & Awards Ceremony 2022

After being cancelled in 2020 and 2021 due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we were finally able to 
celebrate our students’ hard work and academic 
achievements with the in-person Dean’s List and 
Awards ceremonies on Thursday, 24 February 2022. 
Close to a hundred students made it onto the Dean’s 
List and close to 50 awards were given out, with some 
students winning multiple awards. Some of this year’s 
winners also had the privilege of being presented their 
awards and prizes by the respective donors.

At the age of 28, Swee Yen became one of the 
youngest lawyers to become a partner at one of 
Singapore’s Big Four law firms and has received a 
string of accolades in her career, including a 
placement on the Supreme Court’s Young Amicus 
Curiae 2009/2010 list, Chambers Outstanding Young 
Partners list for Singapore (2017), and a listing in the 
Asian Legal Business’ inaugural ‘40 Under 40 list’.

Most recently, at the Opening of The Legal Year  
2022 held on 10 January, Swee Yen was appointed 
as Senior Counsel. The appointment recognises 
exemplary lawyers who demonstrate outstanding 
advocacy skills, excellent knowledge of the law and 

Mr Raja Kumar was inspired to read law by his late 
uncle, Reginald Vallipuram, who was a lawyer. It was 
through his uncle that he first got acquainted with the 
law. 

"I remembered how he loved his job and relished 
honing his craft. His enthusiasm and passion for the 
law rubbed off on me," said Mr Raja Kumar, who also 
recounted how he had spent some of his university 
holidays in his uncle's law firm in Johor Bahru doing 
legal research and discussing cases. This ultimately 
led to him picking law over his other keen interest 
which was economics.

He secured a study award from the Public Service 
Commission (PSC) to read law at NUS and has fond 
memories of his time in law school.

Tommy Koh, Walter Woon and Jeffrey Pinsler 
appointed as Emeritus Professors

Professors Tommy Koh ’61, Walter Woon ’81 and 
Jeffrey Pinsler were appointed by NUS as Emeritus 
Professors in recognition of their distinguished 
careers at the faculty and outstanding contributions to 
the field of law.

Professor Tommy Koh ’61 was part of the first 
cohort of NUS Law graduates and one of the very few 
to earn first class honours in the faculty’s early years. 
With graduate degrees from Harvard and Cambridge, 
he joined NUS Law and went on to serve as Dean, 

Faculty Highlights 

The 6th NUS Law Pro Bono Awards Ceremony was 
held on 23 March 2022 at the Wee Chong Jin Moot 
Court, and live-streamed over Zoom. At this year’s 
Awards Ceremony, we recognised the outstanding 
pro bono contributions of NUS Law students and the 
faculty. Two categories of Pro Bono Awards were 
awarded – the Pro Bono Innovation Award and the 
Pro Bono Special Recognition Award. These awards 
recognised the outstanding pro bono contributions of 
our students during Academic Year 2020/2021. This 
year’s Pro Bono Awards Ceremony also included a 
surprise award for Associate Professor Helena 
Whalen-Bridge LLM ’02, who has been the professor 
guiding the NUS Pro Bono Group since its inception 
in 2005. 

Her interest grew in the second year of law school 
when she was roped in by a friend to participate in a 
moot competition. The pair reached the finals and 
represented NUS Law at the ALSA (Australian Law 
Student Association) Moot, which was held in 
Adelaide.

“During our time at the moot competition, we had the 
opportunity to meet and interact with many law 
students from Australia, which was yet another eye-
opening experience," said Swee Yen. "Taking part in 
the moot competition made me realise that I truly 
enjoyed the challenges and thrills of arguing a case 
and seeking to persuade the judge of the merits of the 
case. I have not looked back since." 

The development of the casino regulatory framework 
for Singapore counts as amongst his most satisfying 
achievements thus far. Tasked with securing 
substantial economic benefits for Singapore whilst 
minimising the harms of casino gambling, he 
regarded the challenge as a tall order.

At the time, he called the task a “trilemma of 
challenges”. There was the need to balance economic 
interests against law-and-order concerns, such as 
preventing organised crime from taking root in the 
new industry, as well as the imperative to guard 
against social ills like gaming addiction, and the 
foresight to mitigate the industry's attendant 
consequences. 

Mrs Mirandah shared, “Our team worked tirelessly 
over four days to complete a home for the seven 
members of the Salim family, who were living in a 
small and dark hut which was structurally unsound. 
Their new home was a six-modular structure 
assembled in a hybrid manner à la Lego® blocks and 
IKEA®. My husband, Patrick, and I seized the moment 
to celebrate our 40th anniversary with the village folks. 
It was a memorable end to a fulfilling four days!”

The 6th NUS Law Pro Bono Awards 2022

later chairing the Faculty’s Advisory Board for a decade. He has also served as Chairman of the Institute of 
Policy Studies (2004-2009) and Chairman of the Centre for International Law (2009-2022). He has also served 
as Rector of Tembusu College since 2011.

In addition to this extensive service to NUS, he has also played key roles for Singapore, including as Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations (1968-1971, 1974-1984), and Ambassador to the United States 
(1984-1990). He was founding Chairman of the National Arts Council (1991-1996), Chairman of the National 
Heritage Board (2002-2011), and Executive Director of the Asia-Europe Foundation.

Tommy has also had a transformative role globally, including through his presidency of the UN Conference on 
the Law of the Sea (1981-1982) and chairmanship of the Preparatory Committee for and the Main Committee at 
the 1992 Earth Summit. He has received too many honours to mention all, but four that stand out are an 
Honorary Doctorate of Laws from Yale (1984), the Elizabeth Haub Prize for Environmental Law (1996), the 
UNEP Champion of the Earth Award (2006), and the Great Negotiator Award from Harvard (2014).

Professor Walter Woon ’81 studied at NUS Law on a Development Bank of Singapore Scholarship, graduating 
in 1981 with First Class Honours and a slew of prizes. He went on to Cambridge on a Commonwealth 
Scholarship, graduating with an LLM (First Class Honours) in 1983, also receiving the Whytehead Scholarship 
and the Wright Prize from St John’s College Cambridge. He was called to the Singapore Bar in 1984 and was 
appointed Senior Counsel in 2006.   
 
After joining NUS Law, he served as Sub-Dean and Vice-Dean of the faculty from 1988-1991. He later became a 
Nominated Member of Parliament from 1992-1996, notably being the first Member of Parliament to have a 
Private Member's Bill passed (the Maintenance of Parents Act in 1995). He also served as Legal Adviser to the 
President and Council of Presidential Advisers from 1995 to 1997. From 1998 to 2006, he served as Singapore’s 
Ambassador to Germany, Greece, the European Union, Belgium, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, and the 
Vatican. Walter then returned to Singapore to become the first academic appointed as Solicitor-General from 
2006 to 2008 and Attorney-General from 2008 to 2010, eventually rejoining NUS Law as the David Marshall 
Professor. He is currently Chairman of the regional law firm RHTLaw Asia LLP, an Honorary Fellow of St John's 
College Cambridge, Patron of the Gunong Sayang Association, Chairman of the Society for International Law 
Singapore, Chairman of the Market Surveillance and Compliance Panel of the Energy Market Company, and an 
Honorary Fellow of the Singapore Institute of Directors. Among other professional roles, he has served as 
founding Dean of the Singapore Institute of Legal Education, Chairman of the Goethe Institute Singapore and 
Deputy Chairman of the NUS Centre for International Law. 
 
Walter is a distinguished teacher of Criminal Law and Company Law, with a remarkable record of five Faculty 
Teaching Awards and three University Teaching Excellence Awards (2014, 2015 and 2021). He has also written 
field-defining work on Singaporean Company Law, including the first comprehensive treatise on the topic (now in 
its third edition). Other publications include the definitive commentary on the ASEAN Charter. He has also written 
four law-adjacent novels, beginning with The Advocate’s Devil in 2002, one of which was made into a television 
series last year under the title “This Land Is Mine”.

Professor Jeffrey Pinsler began his career at NUS Law in 1986 as a Lecturer, with degrees from Liverpool and 
Cambridge, as well as being admitted to the Bar in Singapore and as a Member of Middle Temple. Nearly four 
decades later, he has served, among other roles, as Vice Dean, Chair of the Faculty Search Committee, and 
member of the University’s Board of Discipline.

Jeffrey has made longstanding contributions to the teaching of the procedural or adjectival dimensions of the law 
in particular. He has been a mainstay of the teaching team for Evidence Law, having taught that subject at NUS 
Law for more than three decades. He has also designed and taught elective courses on civil procedure and civil 
justice, giving much needed academic attention to subjects that are vital to the practice of law.

His published works include the authoritative text on Singapore’s Evidence Law, which has been relied upon 
regularly by the courts. It has gone through seven editions and has for long been the primary textbook for the 
Evidence course. He has also written or edited books on civil procedure and legal professional ethics and 
responsibility that have had a profound impact on the law. A scan of LawNet reveals more than 600 citations of 
his work, with many more in judgments that are unreported. Among other recognition, he was appointed Geoffrey 
Bartholomew Professor of Law in 2014 until he asked to relinquish that title in 2020.

Jeffrey has also made extensive contributions to the wider legal profession. He has served on many committees 
of the Supreme Court and the Singapore Academy of Law; they include the Board of Governors of the Singapore 
Judicial College, the Civil Justice Commission, the Council of Law Reporting, the Commissioning Panel of 
Academy Publishing, the Professional Conduct Council, the Ethics Committee, and the Rules of Court Working 
Party. He was conferred the title of Senior Counsel in 2008, a prestigious appointment that reflects his high 
standing in the legal profession. 

Attendees at the Dean’s List & Awards Ceremony 2022

Swee Yen was appointed as Senior Counsel in 2022

Mr Raja Kumar (right) with his late father (centre) and late uncle 
(left) at the National Order du Merite Chevalier (Knight) medal 
Conferment Ceremony

(L to R): Professors Tommy Koh ’61, Walter Woon ’81 and 
Jeffrey Pinsler

Small group mentoring discussion in progress

Pro Bono Award recipients with Guest of Honour,
Mr Gregory Vijayendran SC ’92

Swee Yen (first on the left) with her law school friends

Mr Raja Kumar (right) oversaw the CRA’s issuance of the casino 
licence to Marina Bay Sands

Mrs Mirandah hard at work with her team.

Before and after photos, showing the Salim family’s new home.

Plaque from the Mirandah family to 
NUS Law

[Home]

Gladys Mirandah ’76 
The Mirandah Study Award

[Home]

Alumni Features

T. Raja Kumar ’85 Reflects on his Illustrious Career and 
the New Challenges Ahead 

Koh Swee Yen SC ’04 
A Passion for Advocacy

[Read More]

[Read More]

Dean’s List & Awards 
Ceremony 2022

LAMP Mentoring Events - in 
person at last!

The 6th NUS Law Pro Bono 
Awards 2022

Calling all classes celebrating 
milestone reunions!

Tommy Koh, Walter Woon and 
Jeffrey Pinsler appointed as 
Emeritus Professors

[Read More]

Law IV 2022 – Your Honour

Moots Spotlight

Faculty Highlights

Support NUS Law Students

Alumni Events and Reunions Student Highlights

Alumni Features

[Read More]

T. Raja Kumar ’85 Reflects on 
his Illustrious Career and the 
New Challenges Ahead 

T h e i m p r e s s i v e s t r i n g o f 
accolades and achievements 
behind Koh Swee Yen SC ’04 
might suggest a life that is all work 
and no play. Yet Swee Yen 
believes in excelling in both her 
professional and personal life. 
She shares her journey from 
finding her passion for the law to 
becoming a leading disputes 
lawyer and touches on how to 
build a sustainable legal career.

His appointment as the first 
Singaporean President of the 
Financial Action Task Force 
marks another milestone in Mr T. 
Raja Kumar’s illustrious career. 
He shares the inspirations behind 
his decision to read law and to 
serve the public good. He also 
reflects on the challenges and 
triumphs in his unconventional 
career journey.

[Read More]

Koh Swee Yen SC ’04 
A Passion for Advocacy

This year marks the 45th year 
since Mrs Gladys Mirandah ’76 
was called to the Bar. Having 
overcome challenges in her legal 
education through sheer grit and a 
positive mindset, she established 
the Mirandah Study Award to 
motivate graduating students to 
overcome adversities and excel in 
their studies.

[Read More]

Gladys Mirandah ’76 
The Mirandah Study Award

Message from the Dean

June 2022

It’s in the nature of academic calendars that we welcome one group of 
students even as we bid farewell to their seniors. At NUS Law, the month 
of July is dedicated to orientation and graduation, rites of passage in a 
student’s journey through law school.

For the past two years, the vast majority of that has been virtual or scaled 
down. My colleagues and I did our best to ensure that these occasions 
were rewarding and fulfilling; our students demonstrated tremendous 
resilience and creativity in making them fun. But we are all tremendously
relieved that in 2022 we can resume the pomp and splendour of a live Commencement, and the raucous fun of 
an in-person Orientation.

I hope you have fond memories of your own time at NUS Law. Of course, we hope the faculty that taught you 
made an impression (and that you learned some law along the way). But the reality is that many of the closest 
ties are with one’s peers — the fellow travellers with whom you shared the journey through law school and 
beyond.

This newsletter is a way of staying in touch with us, with your fellow alumni, as well as learning about ways in 
which you might consider staying involved.

The current edition profiles three alumni who have excelled in their own ways. T Raja Kumar ’85 was a leader in 
law enforcement in Singapore and now heads the Financial Action Task Force. Koh Swee Yen, SC ’04 was 
made Senior Counsel earlier this year and was one of the youngest to make partner at a Big Four law firm when 
she was just 28. Gladys Mirandah ’76 reflects on her own long career and her decision to give back to her alma 
mater to encourage resilience in the next generation of law students.

We also feature student and faculty updates, including our new Emeritus Professors: Tommy Koh ’61, Walter 
Woon ’81, and Jeffrey Pinsler.

I hope you enjoy reading these messages. And if you feel inspired to see if there are ways in which you can help 
future law students yourself, please visit our new giving page HERE.

Professor Simon Chesterman
Dean, NUS Law

Each group included mentors of different seniorities 
and from different practice areas and organisations 
(including in-house, government and law firms), so 
that students could benefit from their diverse 
experiences, hard-learned life lessons and advice. 
Mentors who attended enjoyed the frank and 
forthcoming discussions, while students were grateful 
for the chance to interact with other mentors from 
various backgrounds. 

Our heartfelt thanks to those who attended in person 
and generously shared their experiences, and to all 
mentors participating in the Law Alumni Mentor 
Programme (LAMP) in the past Academic Year 2021/2022 – we truly appreciate your willingness to give back to 
help the next generation! For those interested to sign up as mentors for the next run of LAMP 2022/2023, do 
indicate your interest HERE!

With each new cohort of students we welcome, there are always 
students who face financial challenges in not just tuition fees, but also 
their day to day living expenses. To enable the law school to continue 
to provide students with this enhanced support in the form of bursaries 
on a sustainable basis, we need your help. 

[Read More]
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Fittingly, to commemorate the 45th year since she was 
called to the Bar, Mrs Mirandah decided to establish 
an award at her alma mater to motivate the next 
generation of lawyers to work hard and realise their 
full potential.

“In life, I have found that when we 
create the opportunities and invest in 

young people, the possibilities are 
endless and priceless.”
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Support NUS Law Students

The NUS Law Class of 2022 produced this year’s Law IV 2022 with a musical film titled “Your Honour”, which 
premiered on 6 May 2022. Proceeds from the ticket sales were donated to this year’s beneficiary, Autism 
Resource Centre.

“Your Honour” is about two soldiers, Homa and Karisu, who died in 1945, and are damned to roam the grounds 
on which they perished. In order to get to heaven, Homa and Karisu must help turn someone’s life around for the 
better, before their time runs out.

It’s a straightforward task, but not so easily done, considering that they are forced to choose from a pool of 
difficult, disgruntled, and disoriented coming-of-age students from NUS Law.

With a hugely talented cast, and 6 original songs written and composed by our very own students, catch Law IV 
2022 – Your Honour HERE.

With each new cohort of students we welcome, there 
are always students who face financial challenges in 
not just tuition fees, but also their day to day living 
expenses. 

Starting from the coming Academic Year 2022/2023, 
NUS has launched an Enhanced Financial Aid 
Scheme that will provide the following financial 
assistance to our most needy students:

One of the most valuable educational experiences an NUS Law student can have is to represent the university in 
mooting competitions. Here are some of our students’ achievements in competitions from October 2021 to June 
2022.

Law IV 2022 – Your Honour

[Read More]
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• full tuition fees for Singaporean undergraduates with Per Capita Income (PCI) $1,000 and below; and
• additional support for living expenses, on-campus stays and overseas exposure for Singaporean 

undergraduates in the lowest income group of PCI $690 and below.

To enable the law school to continue to provide meaningful financial aid, we need your help as we focus on 
raising additional support for bursaries.

To contribute towards financial aid for students at NUS Law, you could make a donation towards the NUS Law 
Student Support Fund, which is used to fund the NUS Law Bursary. Alternatively, please contact Jo-Ann Chan 
’97 at lawlink@nus.edu.sg should you be keen to explore setting up a bursary in honour of a loved one, or 
together with your classmates.

With your help, we hope to uplift students from disadvantaged backgrounds, giving them the freedom to make 
the most of the opportunities available at law school and paving the way for a truly transformative education.  

“My career has seen me travel the globe to meet with 
political leaders, law enforcement leaders, regulators 
and private sector professionals from different fields,” 
he said. “These trips gave me the opportunity to bring 
in new ideas and capabilities for Singapore on the 
policing and law enforcement front, and I have grown 
a strong global network along the way."

“As a professional, integrity is 
paramount. Without it, you are 

like chaff in the wind.
With it, you are a pillar, and well 

respected for it.”
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