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DEAN'S DIARY

PROFESSOR SIMON CHESTERMAN

The life of a law school is not buildings or
books, it is people.

The past few vyears have challenged
that notion, as so many of our
activities retreated behind the flickering
screens of laptops — or were reduced to
furtive in-person engagements mediated
through masks that obscured faces and
muffled words.

Our staff and students adapted to the
pandemic, ensuring that educational
journeys were not interrupted. But | would
be lying if I didn’t concede that those
experiences were not as rich and fulfilling
as we would have wished. Classrooms are
meant to buzz with inquiry, with questions
spilling out into hallways. Student life
is meant to be something shared in the
canteen and on the sportsground, not
switched off at the end of a call. And
our campus is enriched by the presence
of exchange students, even as our own
students travel abroad.

So it is with huge relief that we have
scaled up our operations through 2022
in a series of firsts: the first in-person
orientation, the first mask-less lectures,
the first full-scale commencement
ceremony since the onset of the pandemic
just under three years ago.

We are also — at last! — able to engage
more with our alumni community. We
held the biggest ever Law Alumni Mentor
Programme gathering and a series of
reunions, with more of the latter to come.

These events are important, not least
because the reputation of any law school
depends on its alumni. To the extent that
we at NUS Law do well in rankings, that
is in large part due to the reputation of
our graduates among employers and the
impact that they — that you — have on
the profession and on the world.

This edition of LawLink celebrates the
achievements of a diverse group of NUS
Law alumni, ranging from a remarkable
family of lawyers who have each risen to
the top of the profession, to graduates
who have charted their own paths
as entrepreneurs.

We also mark some anniversaries,
including the 5™ iteration of our Graduate
Certificate in Criminal Justice and the
10" anniversary of our Centre for Asian
Legal Studies. The latter event coincided
with the launch of two Jones Day visiting
professorships, made possible by a
generous gift from the firm’s foundation.

Such gifts enable wus to bring
distinguished scholars and practitioners to
Singapore, to teach and enrich the legal
community through public lectures and
other engagements. The same is even
truer of endowed Chairs, which help
us hire and retain the very best faculty.
As the name of the Chair is permanent,
it ensures a lasting legacy — with future
generations of law students benefiting
from the gift. The pages that follow include
descriptions of two of our newest Chairs,
the Jernal Singh Khosa Professorship in
Law and the Tan Ah Tah Professorship in
Environmental Law.

Also  featured are some student
achievements. In addition to doing
well academically and in all manner
of international competitions, it is a
source of great pride that so many of
our students look for ways to give back
to the community. Project Parachute and
the SG Her Empowerment legal clinic are
examples of experiential programmes
that use clinical education and pro bono
to help under-served communities that
experience sexual misconduct or online
harm and harassment.

We also devote several pages to recognise
those whose support for NUS Law makes
all this activity possible. If you are in a
position to help us create opportunities
for the next generation of law students,
do consider using the form at the back
or visit us online! — to make a gift.

From our family to yours, all good
wishes for the coming calendar and lunar
new years!

THE TIES THAT BIND

A family of lawyers is not common, and a family in which two members have been appointed Senior Counsel is even less so.
Meet Jeffrey Chan ‘73, and his children, Jacqueline Chan ‘98 and Jason Chan ‘02, as they let us in on their thoughts on kinship, their
legal journeys, and what makes a purpose-driven life.

Trailblazer could well be the middle name
for Jeffrey Chan ‘73, S.C. After all, he is no
stranger to firsts — first President’s Scholar
to read law in 1969; first to be awarded
a scholarship to get an LLM at Harvard
University in 1981 by the Singapore Legal
Service; and today, half of the first father-
son pair to be appointed Senior Counsel.

Singapore almost did not get to benefit
from Jeffrey’s sharp legal mind. He had
entered NUS Faculty of Arts and Social
Sciences with the intention of reading
history, political science, and philosophy.
A call from the Public Service Commission
informed him that he needed to change
his subjects, in order to be eligible for the
President’s Scholarship. “It was easy to
decide on law as it was the second choice
in my admission application,” he said. He
is grateful to the then Dean, Dr Thio Su
Mien, for agreeing to admit him five weeks
into the term, opening the doorway to, in

his words, “a most satisfying career and
an enjoyable life”.

A sterling career

Jeffrey’s extensive CV boasts 45 years of
rich experience in the Legal Service; he was
its first Chief of Staff and was subsequently
appointed as its Deputy Solicitor-General.
Evidently, he has a heart for the people
— at the time of his retirement in 2018,
he was the longest-serving public officer
in the Legal Service. Among many senior
posts he held were Chairman of the United
Nations Commission on International
Trade Law, and Chief Negotiator for the
Singapore-Indonesia  Extradition Treaty.
His wide practice included civil and
criminal litigation, constitutional and
administrative law, and international law.

On reflection, Jeffrey shared that he
had not expected to have many of the
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experiences he encountered in the course
of his career. “Two experiences stand out,”
he said. “One was flying the Singapore
flag at the many international and regional
conferences, seminars, negotiations,
and other events which provided me
with the privilege of furthering, and also
defending, the interests of Singapore in
the community of nations. The other was
interacting with young people — both
lawyers and non-lawyers — and sharing
my experiences with them, which is a form
of learning for them. | also found myself
learning from them, especially about new
matters and ways of doing things.”

Lawyering today

Highlighting how the legal landscape has
changed dramatically since he started
practice in 1973, he pointed to two key
changes, the first being that lawyers in
Singapore no longer only serve people in
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the country. He said: “With globalisation
and Singapore’s increasing soft power
internationally, we must now think of
serving the region and the world as
a whole. This means that in terms of
competition, we no longer compete
simply with one another, but with lawyers
from the rest of the world. This requires
a change in mindset and in the way we
prepare ourselves for legal practice.”

The other key change, he noted, is that
the skills required of Singapore lawyers are
very different. “Previously, the bulk of legal
earnings came from conveyancing. That
has diminished and, today, to earn a good
living, lawyers are expected to provide
a whole range of services, including
international litigation and alternative
dispute resolution; financial structuring;
corporate law at the international level;
intellectual property; as well as new
practices in insolvency. Furthermore, the
nature of practice has changed and now,
more than before, it is not possible to
effectively practise, say, litigation, without
the support of a team.”

This has led to increased legal costs,
although it does translate to increased
earnings for lawyers who can provide
these services, he added.

Perhaps in line with the increased
expectations, there have been reports
about young lawyers struggling with
work-life balance, battling disillusionment
and burnout. Jeffrey shared that
throughout his career, he did not need to
combat such challenges. “I did the work
that came in as best as | could and within
the timelines required,” he said, crediting
good seniors and bosses who empowered
him to do much of what he wanted at
minimal personal cost.

That said, he is grateful to his spouse,
Susan, for holding the fort while he
forged ahead in his career. "I do not
think | sacrificed my family for work,
although when | had to travel for long
periods, family matters that arose had to
be addressed by my wife. Happily, | have a
supportive and efficient wife!”

Joining the “family business”

While Jeffrey was making strides in his
career, his children enjoyed an uneventful
childhood, with his wife, an educator
by training, keeping any shenanigans in
check even as she helped the family to
settle down in Boston, during Jeffrey’s
time at Harvard University.

Jacqueline remembered their parents
taking turns to look after the family when

“International Humanitarian Law (IHL), formerly known as the
Law of War... is the one legal subject which we see in practice
every single day, particularly given the Russian invasion of
Ukraine and the ongoing war. | hope to be able to engender
greater awareness of IHL and its important role in the world.”

one of them had to travel. Jeffrey used
to travel extensively for work, and their
mother also spent some time in the UK in
pursuit of a master’s degree.

It's hardly any wonder then that the
couple’s three children have grown up
to become successful individuals in their
chosen careers. The eldest, Jacqueline
‘98, and elder son, Jason Chan ‘02, S.C.,
have followed in Jeffrey’s footsteps, while
the youngest, Justin, pursued a career
unrelated to law.

Jason credited his mother for keeping his
nose to the grindstone, conceding that she
was “mostly, but not entirely, successful in
that regard”. To his admission that he was

- Jeffrey Chan, S.C.

not a model student in his schooldays and
liked playing computer games, Jacqueline
immediately delivered up her own
assessment. “Jason’s description might be
an understatement. Words cannot describe
the level of headaches he was capable of
creating when he was younger.”

Was there ever any sibling rivalry? She
said: "I learnt quickly from a young age
that | wasn't going to win any verbal
arguments against Jason. While | could
still win through being taller than him
when | was younger, that advantage
quickly dissipated when Jason got his
black belt in karate. | haven't tried to win
any arguments with him since.” Jason
parried back: “It is not possible to win

The Chans celebrating Jacqueline’s 19% birthday

an argument with Jackie. She’s the most
stubborn person in the family, and that's
a real achievement, given that she has to
compete with Dad for the title.”

Witty repartee aside — the playful jab
and parry revealing their closeness — the
siblings shared how their father’s career
influenced theirs. Jeffrey was instrumental
in swaying Jacqueline’s decision. "It was
not my first choice as a degree option,
and | vacillated between law and medicine
until the last moment. However, through
a variety of factors indirectly due to him,
| ended up as a lawyer.” Jason, however,
had never wavered from his ambition to
be a lawyer.

Ever the encouraging father, Jeffrey
supported his children, and was
pleased that both secured scholarships.
Nonetheless, he admitted that when they
were younger, he wished that they did not
follow in his footsteps. “You work long
hours and you're constantly in some kind
of dispute. Law is always confrontational
and it’s not for everyone,” he said.

Law school then and now

As a law student, Jeffrey attended
classes at the NUS Bukit Timah Campus,
known for its lush greenery and historical
architecture. I did all the things that a
normal NUS Law student did, and as you
might expect from Law students, this
meant that we were rather naughty,”
recalled Jeffrey. He drew the line at
skipping lessons. “l did not ponteng
class,” he said, with a laugh.

Jason, though, was candid about attending
fewer classes than he ought to, saying
that he was not an exemplary student
in university. “In my defence, | didn't
cause any trouble for the faculty or my
peers.” Far from creating trouble for the

university, Jason in fact brought immense
honour to NUS Law. He participated in the
prestigious Philip C. Jessup International
Law Moot Court Competition World
Championship in 2001. Not only did the
team bring home the championship title
that year, but Jason was recognised as the
best oralist in the championship round.

This held special significance for Jason,
as Jeffrey was a member of the very first
NUS Law team that participated in the
Jessup Moot in 1973. Jason continued
to follow in his father’s footsteps in this
regard. He was a member of the pioneer
NUS Law teams that participated in and
won the Asia Cup Moot in 2001, and the
Willem C. Vis International Commercial
Arbitration Moot in 2002.

As for Jacqueline, she quipped that she
had a propensity to sleep soundly through
lectures and the occasional tutorial at NUS
Law, apparently saving her energy for life
at Temasek Hall, where she participated in
a gamut of activities spanning a cappella,
theatre, dance, and rock music.

One memory that stands out for
Jacqueline is her involvement in the
university debating team. “Helmed by
Alan Tan ‘93 and Lim Lei Theng '92 then,
it allowed me to form unique experiences
with esteemed debating colleagues such
as Abraham Vergis ‘98, S.C., Captain
of the NUS Varsity Debating team, in
debating competitions held across
the world.”

Jeffrey recalled fondly that while his
children were students at NUS Law, he
was treated as a walking ATM, like all
fathers. “Happily, they never needed
much so they never asked for much. |
cannot compare my law school experience
with theirs as | do not think | know all that
they did in law school. But | think they
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enjoyed their law school days, just as |
enjoyed mine.”

Entering the legal profession

Upon graduation, Jeffrey made the
decision to embark on commercial law,
as it was “commercially viable since there
was a demand for it”. He has a passion for
litigation, saying, “Litigation is my forte.”

Jacqueline admitted that her path to her
passion was more winding. “I thought
I would follow my father into litigation,
and | pupilled under Davinder Singh
‘82 and Cavinder Bull in Drew & Napier,
where the experiences and learning
opportunities offered were beyond
invaluable and incomparable.”

However, she came to realise that there is
no one path or single answer for everyone.
"Everyone walks their own path based on
their individual circumstances, interests,
talents, and opportunities. And everyone
should define success on their own terms. ”
Jacqueline found herself inextricably
drawn to the world of cross-border finance
and M&A deals, and realised she fit the
description of a “hard-core deal junkie”.
“| joined Milbank as an associate in Hong
Kong to work on international corporate
finance transactions, and haven’t stopped
being a deal junkie since,” she said.

Jacqueline  specialises in  structuring
complex debt and equity transactions
for clients both within and outside of
Southeast Asia, and regularly advises
many of the largest private equity funds,
sovereign wealth funds, corporates,
leading banks, and financial institutions in
transactions globally.

Today, she is a Partner at Milbank, and
continues to be motivated by her chosen
area of expertise. "l am always excited and
challenged by the breadth of transactions
and the quality of clients that | am
fortunate to work on and with. The deals
require an extensive confluence of legal
analysis, experience, and pragmatism
to execute, and | have been incredibly
lucky to have had the benefit of fantastic
mentors within the firm who have guided
me as to what the delivery of exemplary
legal services might entail.”

While she is extremely grateful and
appreciative for the recognition she has
received from the industry and her clients,
Jacqueline asserted that they are really
recognition for the firm and the teams
that she has been fortunate to be part of,
for many years. She attributed her success
to various factors, including “fantastic
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mentors in persons such as David Zemans,
Managing Partner of Milbank’s Asia
Practice, who is beyond generous with his
leadership, guidance, and counsel”. She
added: "I also have incredible colleagues
and team members who are unstinting in
their efforts to deliver top-quality work."”

Jacqueline has benefited from seeing how
her father views the law. “I've learnt that
a genuine desire to contribute to society, a
continued interest to mentor and develop
young talent, and a continued curiosity
to learn, are fundamental elements for
a long and fulfilling career as a lawyer,”
she shared.

Like his father and elder sister before him,
Jason won a Public Service Commission
scholarship to read law at NUS, and
graduated with first class honours. He
also holds an LLM from Columbia
University, New York, which he attended
on a scholarship awarded by the Legal
Service Commission.

Today, Jason, a commercial and
criminal litigator, is a Partner in Allen &
Gledhill’s Litigation & Dispute Resolution
Department, where he oversees complex
litigation, investigations, and international
arbitration. He double-hats as the CoHead
of the White Collar & Investigations
Practice, with one of his cases being the
high-profile trial of City Harvest Church
leaders for criminal breach of trust of the
church’s funds.

In 2020, he was recognised as Senior
Counsel, a position to which Jeffrey had
been appointed 11 years earlier. Sharing
his sentiments on this, Jason said: “It was
an incredible honour. | have been told
that we are the first father-son duo to be
appointed Senior Counsel. That made the
appointment even more special.”

Passionate about music, Jacqueline is pictured
playing the keyboards as part of a rock band
for a large gala dinner in Hong Kong in 2019

“Law is, at the heart of it, an apprenticeship. The development
of ethics, client service, and the instinctive understanding of
commercial realities that are necessary to underpin sound
legal analysis in order to deliver top-quality legal advice is
something that develops over time, and often needs to be
learnt through seeing it performed by others whom you trust

“There are now many more opportunities for students to try
their hand at moots, including a wide range of international
competitions. Moots give students an early chance to develop
the mental and verbal tools that they will eventually need
when appearing before a court or a tribunal.”

and respect.”

Expressing satisfaction with his legal
journey thus far, he added: “When |
started out as a lawyer, | had simply hoped
that it would turn out to be a fulfilling
and meaningful career. | am fortunate
enough to say that this has largely been
the case, at least so far.”

Importance of mentorship

Both siblings had the advantage of being
guided by and learning from mentors
in their respective legal journeys. Not
surprisingly, therefore, they believe that
mentorship is crucial for lawyers, especially
for those on the cusp of their careers.

- Jacqueline Chan

“I am extremely lucky to have had
outstanding mentors, not only at work
but also — and perhaps especially —
as a student,” said Jason. Jacqueline
elaborated: “Law is, at the heart of it,
an apprenticeship. The development of
ethics, client service, and the instinctive
understanding of commercial realities that
are necessary to underpin sound legal
analysis in order to deliver top-quality
legal advice is something that develops
over time, and often needs to be learnt
through seeing it performed by others
whom you trust and respect. | am a firm
believer that lawyers, whether young
or old, benefit from a strong ecosystem

around them that engenders and supports
their continued learning.”

Advice for young lawyers

In addition to her point on mentorship,
Jacqueline has some tips to impart
to young female lawyers who might
be discouraged by possible gender
imbalances in the workplace, or
feel worried about balancing a career
with motherhood.

“I hope that if any young female lawyer
is bothered by what they see as gender
imbalance in partnerships, that they will
be encouraged to be part of the group
of female lawyers who work towards
rebalancing the wave by staying the

- Jason Chan, S.C.

course. | would not think that career advice
differs between male and female lawyers,
but looking at the very many successful
female professionals before me and
around me, including my mother, | would
offer that what a balanced career looks
like is definitely different from person to
person. But in each case, it is eminently
achievable based on each person’s sense
of priorities.”

Jason sees value in giving mooting a try,
particularly for students who are interested
in litigation as a career. “There are now
many more opportunities for students
to try their hand at moots, including a
wide range of international competitions.
Moots give students an early chance to
develop the mental and verbal tools that
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they will eventually need when appearing
before a court or a tribunal.”

Stress, what stress?

For lawyers, long hours and work stress
are par for the course. To law students
and lawyers trying to make their mark
in the legal profession, lJeffrey advised:
“Don’t try too hard. Otherwise you may
burn out early or, worse, be tempted to
act unethically. Just work hard, be ethical,
always empathise with your client (which
may include public agencies), make sure
you keep up with the law in the areas
you practise in and, most importantly, in
whatever you do, always uphold justice
and righteousness.”

How then do Jacqueline and Jason
manage it, and what do they do to relax?
As much as possible, Jason spends time
with his family and their dogs. He also
enjoys occasional bicycle rides along the
beach. “I used to build Star Wars model
kits, and hope to find time to finish some
of the unbuilt kits that remain in boxes in
my cupboard.”

Like Jason, Jacqueline endeavours to make
time for regular exercise. She remains
passionate about music and keeps up with
her musical pursuits whenever possible. “I
was fortunate to be given the chance to
play the keyboards in a rock band for a
large gala dinner in Hong Kong, where
the other featured band playing at the
same event was Foreigner, a best-selling
international rock band from the ‘80s. |
get to say | played on the same keyboards
as Mick Jones!”

Jason (second from left) and his team took
home the championship title at Willem C. Vis
International Commercial Arbitration Moot
in 2002

Jason (back row, left) and his team took home
the championship title at the Philip C. Jessup
International Law Moot Court Competition
World Championship in 2001
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During the pandemic, along with what
seemed like half of Singapore, she took
up baking, confessing that she is a
secret fan of The Great British Bake Off.
Unfortunately, given her busy workload
and renewed travel obligations now that
many borders have re-opened, she hasn’t
had the opportunity to indulge in her
hobby as much as she would have liked.

Family support

Like their father, both Jason and
Jacqueline emphasised the importance
of spousal support. “I am lucky that my
wife is a former lawyer who understands
the pressures and demands of the job,”
shared Jason. Jacqueline is, likewise,
thankful for her supportive spouse, who
has “suffered through many a last-minute
cancelledvacation, innumerable weekends
and nights watching me type away at a
laptop, and taking care of active young
boys while | spend never-ending hours on
conference calls.”

These same boys, who have spent
years eavesdropping on their mother’s
conference calls, are now able to parrot
her oft-used phrases, such as “What does
the shareholder’s agreement say?” Or,
when asked about opinions on any family
decision, their teasing retort is, “What
might the shareholders think?”

A mother’s love is also irreplaceable. "My
mother still, to this day, turns up with
double-boiled chicken soup at my door
when she thinks I've been working too
hard,” she revealed.

The extended family continues to stay
in close contact with regular Sunday
catchups. Jacqueline explained: “Our
Sunday lunches are generally casual
affairs, with either home-cooked or
delivered meals. We grew up with having
extended family meals being a non-
negotiable item on the family calendar,
and we now understand and appreciate
the value of having such regular time set
aside for family. | can only hope that our
kids will continue this tradition with their
own families in time to come.”

Next generation

Having followed their father into the legal
profession, do the siblings wish that their
children would follow suit?

“My sons are 17 and 15. They are currently
undecided as to their preferred career, but
| hope that whatever they end up doing
will be something that they find fulfilling.
Law is a fantastic career, but | recognise
that it is not for everyone, and | firmly

believe that the next generation will have
job opportunities available to them that
we have not yet been able to dream of.”

Jason hopes that his daughters, aged 11
and seven, will choose paths that will make
them happy. “Like Dad, | don't intend to
steer them towards law as a career. If that
is what they choose, then | hope that it
brings them happiness,” he said.

Giving back

Things have come full circle for Jeffrey.
His affinity for teaching and learning
from young people has seen him return
to NUS Law to teach International
Humanitarian Law (IHL).

Considering it a privilege to be able to
teach in the school which taught and
prepared him for the career that he
enjoyed, he said: “l hope to reciprocate
this for the students who chose me as
their teacher. International Humanitarian

Law, formerly known as the Law of War,
is one of the areas | specialise in. It is
today the one legal subject which we see
in practice every single day, particularly
given the Russian invasion of Ukraine
and the ongoing war there. | hope to be
able to engender greater awareness of
IHL and its important role in the world
today among law students as well as the
public generally.”

Jason is keen to help aspiring lawyers as
well. “I hope to be able to help prepare
the next generation of lawyers for the
future. The next generation will operate in
and cultivate a legal landscape that will be
very different from the one that | started
my career in,” he noted.

While researchers may debate what
influences the likelihood of occupational
inheritance, what is clear to Lawlink is
that, for the Chan family, their close ties
and warm support for one another is a big
part of the equation.

Highlights of Jacqueline’s Legal Journey

e Top 15 M&A Lawyers in Asia (Asian Legal Business, 2021)
* Top 15 Female Lawyers in Asia (Asian Legal Business, 2022)
* Private Funds Management’s Global “30 Under 40" (2015)
e Appointed to TrustLaw’s Global Pro Bono Council (2022)

(TrustLaw is the Thomson Reuters Foundation’s global pro bono legal service that
connects high-impact NGOs and social enterprises with the best law firms and
corporate legal teams, to provide them with free legal assistance.)

Highlights of Jason’s Legal Journey

e Champion in three international mooting competitions as a law student
(Jessup Moot, 2001; Asia Cup Moot, 2001; Willem C. Vis Moot, 2002)

e Acted in the City Harvest Church trial (part of the team that represented

Senior Pastor Kong Hee)

e Acted in disciplinary proceedings arising out of the Parti Liyani case that
resulted in an acquittal (represented DPP Tan Wee Hao)

e Acted pro bono in a drug trafficking case that resulted in an acquittal
on appeal (represented bus driver Veeramani Manikam)

PENANG PIZZAZZ AT LAMP

22/23 LAUNCH

The launch event for the Law Alumni
Mentor Programme (LAMP) AY22/23
saw a crowd of almost 350 alumni and
students gathering at a restaurant in
Suntec City. Held on 21 September 2022,
the event provided a great opportunity for
students to meet their mentors for the first
time, and also to chat with other mentors.
There was a distinct buzz of excitement
at being able to meet in person, and
many who attended enjoyed the
energised exchanges and conversations
that flowed freely, as they tucked into
delicious favourites from the authentic
Penang buffet.

Professor Simon Chesterman, Dean of NUS
Law, attended the dinner and delivered the
opening remarks in which he thanked the
alumni for stepping forward as mentors for
the next generation of lawyers, and shared
with them the latest updates from the
law school.

This is the 11" run of LAMP, which
aims to connect first- and second-year
NUS Law students with young alumni,
who can help to provide insights and
guidance on the legal profession, career
choices, and even navigating law school.
Since 2018, the programme has been
extended to include LLM students to help
them better understand the Singapore
legal scene and, in 2021, we further
extended the programme to include Juris
Doctor students.

The programme has grown from strength
to strength, and this year we smashed
the record again with 235 mentors for
246 student mentees. To all mentors —
past and present — thank you for your
willingness to be a guiding light for our
students! If you are keen to find out more
about LAMP or sign up as a mentor, please
visit our website at www.law.nus.edu.sg/
alumni/get-involved/

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
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A DIFFERENT PATH FORWARD

Walking away from a law career so that she can help other lawyers in theirs, legal recruiter and entrepreneur Lee Shulin ‘06 makes it
her mission to also inspire the legal fraternity through her podcast.

Being in the company of movers and
shakers is familiar territory for former
lawyer Lee Shulin '06. At the beginning
of her legal career, she worked at Allen
& Gledhill (A&G) with Dr Stanley Lai; her
former boss, renowned as an industry
leader in IP litigation, is the current
Chairman of the Intellectual Property
Office of Singapore and won the
Singapore Academy of Law Merit Award
just this year.

“Back then, colossal personalities like
Lucien Wong ‘78 and K. Shanmugam
‘84 were also there. | remember feeling
in awe of these personalities, and the
strong work ethic permeating the office,”
recalled Shulin. “Working in A&G was an
unforgettable experience. | made some
lifelong friends and saw how it was like to
work in a respected and major law firm.”

At the time, K. Shanmugam was one
of the Senior Partners and Head of

10

Litigation & Dispute Resolution at A&G,
and Lucien Wong was the Managing
Partner. Subsequently, the former became
the Minister for Home Affairs and Law,
while the latter became Singapore’s ninth
Attorney-General, as well as Chairman
and Senior Partner at A&G.

Eventually, Shulin would take quite
a different path that led her to rub
shoulders with respected members of
the legal fraternity in a totally different
capacity — as a legal recruiter and podcast
host — though it wasn't something she
could have foreseen.

A legal career had always been on the
cards for ayoung Shulin, who remembered
being fond of challenging authority as a
child. “My relatives said that since | was
so argumentative, | might make a good
lawyer,” she quipped. The influence of
family did not stop there. Explaining
further, she revealed she has two uncles

who were policemen and another who
was a journalist. “I heard many interesting
stories from their jobs when | was growing
up. And at the intersection of all their
stories, the judiciary played an integral
part,” she said. “Plus, due to a steady
diet of legal dramas on the television
then, | thought it would be amazing to
be in a courtroom and holler, ‘Objection,
Your Honour!"”

Shulin would ultimately live out her
childhood  dream of  experiencing
courtroom “drama” in the flesh four years
after practice, when she made the decision
to leave A&G and serve as Deputy Public
Prosecutor (DPP) in the Attorney-General’s
Chambers (AGC). “In a big firm, you do
not often get an opportunity to do a trial,
as first Chair, until you are more senior.
| wanted to manage a trial by myself, in
open court, from start to finish.”

As a DPP, she was responsible for handling
a number of sexual assault cases and,
despite her junior PQE (post-qualification
experience), she was given the opportunity
to harness her advocacy skills as a lawyer,
an aspect of legal practice on which she
had always placed great importance.

“I 'was most interested in dispute
resolution. In my four years of practice,
| gravitated towards pro bono work and
regularly volunteered at the Paya Lebar
Legal Clinic, a community clinic run by
Law Society Pro Bono Services. That
contributed to my choice of joining the
legal service as a DPP. Looking back, | am
so glad that | bit the bullet and joined
the AGC.”

Despite having been drawn to a
legal career since her childhood days,
she eventually felt the pull to try
something entirely different, a decision
due in part to her prior experience in
running a successful handbag business
while she was a law student. Knowing
she was resourceful, and good at pitching
and selling, she took the leap and left
law, entering the next chapter in her life:
becoming a legal recruiter.

As it turned out, the job was way more
demanding than it appeared. "I regularly
worked even longer hours as a legal
recruiter than | did as a lawyer,” she said.

Lee Shulin (right) with Hui Nan Lim ‘06, a former NUS Law schoolmate who is now a restaurateur

“Even on my honeymoon in Brazil, when
| was at the Rio de Janeiro airport, | was
speaking with a client to negotiate a salary
package for a senior banking lawyer | was
working with.”

On top of her struggles to achieve work-
life balance, she also had to work to
overcome her sense of imposter syndrome
and that she was a misfit. Interestingly, this
became the fuel that kept her going. “For
years, | have been working to overcome
my own limiting beliefs, and so there is a
great sense of fulfilment to witness the
development and progress of the people
and lawyers | work with,” she said.

Shulin also draws inspiration from her
mother, whom she considers her role
model. Having moved from Malacca
to Singapore without a network to fall
back on, her mother built a business as
a financial adviser from scratch through
sheer tenacity, while raising four girls
(Shulin is the eldest).

“Even at 64, she is still busy and always
seeking to improve and develop herself.
She is always attending some sort of class
— whether to gain more knowledge in her
industry, or to see how she can help my
youngest sister, who has special needs,
gain more life skills. She is not one to rest
on her laurels,” she said.

After six years at two international search
firms, Shulin made yet another significant
career move. She decided it was time to
strike out on her own by co-founding
Ansa Search. She has since gone solo
and rebranded her specialist legal and
compliance recruitment firm as Aslant
Legal. “I noticed there were possible
deficiencies in getting the best mutual
outcomes for both clients and lawyers
seeking a new job, and | thought the only

way | could reinvent how legal recruitment
should be was to start my own company,”
she said.

The job may have been in the same field,
but becoming an entrepreneur presented
new challenges. She faced the uphill task
of engaging clients for the firm and, in her
own words, “developed very thick skin
overnight”. After slogging hard for the
first two years, she expanded her team,
and has not looked back since.

Taking care of her staff is also something
she prioritises, as she described a great
sense of fulfilment that comes when
she sees people in her team experience
personal growth. “I have witnessed how
important it is to have someone believe in
you and | am thankful that | can be that
person for others,” she said.

On a personal level, the mother of two
boys, aged three and six, makes it a point
to spend time to reflect, and plan for the
week ahead. She also values quality over
guantity when it comes to spending time
with the kids — for instance, she recently
went on a vacation to Sydney with her six-
year-old son. "It was just what we needed
to build a deeper bond, and create some
really special memories,” she said fondly.

This year, she added another feather to
her cap when she launched the podcast
series After The Bar, as a way to bring
“gems of wisdom” she has gleaned over
thousands of coffee chats with lawyers to
a broader audience.

In the first season of the series, she spoke
to criminal lawyer Shashi Nathan, president
of Law Society of Singapore Adrian Tan
‘91, and former lawyer-turned-life and
executive coach Susan de Silva ‘83. During
the podcasts, Shulin takes the effort to
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draw these personalities out of their shell
to chat about how they established their
careers, made life-changing decisions,
and how they overcame setbacks to get
to where they are in life today.

“Initially, my target audience was law
students and younger lawyers. | had
hoped that this podcast would be that
source of information that | wished | had,
when | was in my early twenties — a lost,
confused, and insecure young lawyer,”
she said. “Right now, the audience has
expanded beyond the legal fraternity.
My personal goal for the podcast is
for us to feel a little less alone on our
personal journeys.”

Fittingly, Shulin’s dream podcast guest
would be former First Lady Michelle
Obama, who happens to be a former
intellectual property lawyer like herself.
“] would love to ask her about how she
would have wanted her career and life to
evolve, if she had not become the First
Lady. Secondly, as she in a position of great
influence today, | wish to know what she
would do that could make a difference in
the way law firms operate, such that there
would be less cases of burnout and a legal
career could be more sustainable.”

Although Shulin has chosen to take a
path less travelled, she remains only
too aware of the stressful nature of her
former job. Judging by how she has been
constantly challenging herself in her
career choices, it isn't a stretch to hope
that beyond the professional and personal
development that Aslant Legal and After
the Bar offers, she might— one day —
disrupt the nature of legal work and break
new ground.

The podcast is available at www.
afterthebar.com.sg

Lee Shulin interviewing Susan de Silva, a
former lawyer-turned-life and executive coach,
on her podcast After the Bar
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CALS’ 10™ ANNIVERSARY
CONFERENCE AND JONES DAY
CALS VISITING PROFESSORSHIP

(From left) NUS Law Dean Simon Chesterman, Honourable Justice Ayesha Malik of the Supreme Court of Pakistan, Second Minister for Finance and

National Development Indranee Rajah, CALS Director Jaclyn Neo, and Jones Day Partner Vinay Kurien

The Centre for Asian Legal Studies
(CALS) celebrated its 10%" anniversary
on 11 November 2022 with a one-day
conference on the State of Asian Legal
Studies: Past, Present, and Future.

CALS’ mission is to advance the study
and research on law in Asia. CALS
Director, Associate Professor Jaclyn Neo
‘03, explained in her opening speech
that CALS defines Asian legal studies
broadly, an approach which allows for
contextual analysis and serious grappling
of the development of law in Asia,
while considering the distinctive social,
economic, and political conditions of
each country.

Dean Simon Chesterman shared in his
welcome remarks that through the work
of CALS and its partnerships with other
centres for research across the region,
the centre of gravity for the research and
development of Asian legal studies has
seen a significant shift to Asia, as evident
in the rich panels of experts presenting
on private, commercial, and public law in
Asia at the conference.
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In his opening speech, CALS Founding
Director, Professor Andrew Harding
LLM '84, reiterated the importance of
socio-legal  studies, and highlighted
the importance of work, such as the
Myanmar Law Programme that CALS
had successfully run for 10 years since
its founding.

The  conference  programme  was
punctuated by three panel discussions
featuring respected scholars on private
law, commercial law, and public law
in Asia. These provided platforms for
retrospective and prospective reflections
on the development of law in Asia, and
prompted spirited dialogue on topics
including the state and future of private
law in Asia, the increasing importance of
Asian markets, and the encouraging surge
in the study of Asian private law.

Ideas of legal transplant from European
sources to Asian jurisdictions, and
convergence and divergence of law and
practice in the face of Asian diversity and
plurality, were also deliberated. Panellists
shared comparative perspectives on

commercial law in Asia and, with a focus
on corporate and securities law, presented
developments and outlooks of commercial
law in South Korea, Indonesia, and China.

The day’s proceedings culminated with
the launch of the Jones Day CALS Visiting
Professorship on the Rule of Law in Asia.
The Guest of Honour for the launch,

CALS Founding Director Andrew Harding

Indranee Rajah ‘86 (Minister in the Prime
Minister's Office, Second Minister for
Finance and National Development),
highlighted that the rule of law in
Singapore, “is foundational in establishing
the social contract between people and
the state, and amongst people”.

She added: “If laws are not observed,
life would not only be nasty, brutish, and
short but society would also be chaotic,
dangerous, and a place where might
would be right.”

Jones Day Partner Vinay Kurien introduced
a congratulatory video from Sushma
Jobanputra (Partner in Charge, Singapore
Office, Jones Day), and introduced the
inaugural visitor — the Honourable
Justice Ayesha Malik of the Supreme
Court of Pakistan.

Delivering the first Jones Day CALS
Professorial Lecture on the Rule of Law in
Asia, Justice Malik, who made history in
2022 when she became the first female

judge to be appointed to the Supreme
Court in Pakistan's 75-year history,
provided an incisive narrative on the
learnings by the country and its judiciary
on various aspects of the rule of law.

Noting that Pakistan's judiciary was
often called upon to supplement the
legislative and executive limbs of the
state to ensure the smooth functioning
of government and society, she spoke
about how the judiciary found creative
ways to interpret and implement the law
to promote the rule of law, and shared
several instances of cases that required
judges to not just look at the black letter
of the law but also understand its purpose
and context.

She also discussed in detail the themes of
judicial activism and the delicate balance
between law making and its interpretation
in a specific context to achieve equitable
outcomes. This was followed by a lively
discussion chaired by Associate Professor
Jaclyn Neo.

(Above) CALS Director Jaclyn Neo and Ng Wai King ‘90 (NUS Board of Trustees, Managing Partner,
WongPartnership) presenting the NUS Benefactor Tokens to Jones Day Partner Vinay Kurien

(From top right) Minister Indranee Rajah, Professor Arun Thiruvengadam of National Law School
of India University in Bengalaru, Associate Professor Yetty Komalasari of University of Indonesia,
Professor Kentaro Matsubara of University of Tokyo, Dean of Law at Oxford University Mindy
Chen-Wishart, and Sushma Jobanputra (Partner in Charge, Singapore Office, Jones Day)

LAW SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS
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A CHAT WITH PROFESSOR
SIMON CHESTERMAN

10 questions on life, love, and his legacy at NUS Law

Professor Simon Chesterman delivering the David Marshall Professorial Lecture titled “All Rise for
the Honourable Robot Judge? Using Artificial Intelligence to Regulate Al” in November 2022

“Like many people, especially graduate students,
| used to think | was a night person. But an older
professor once asked me if | would prefer to undergo
surgery with the scalpel wielded by a well-rested surgeon
who had had a hearty breakfast, or one who had been up
for eighteen hours and was on the tenth cup of coffee.”

What was your childhood in
Australia like?

| was literally the son of a preacher man.
My father, who passed away in 2019,
was an Anglican priest. My mother was a
music teacher. Both were devoted to the
raising of their four boys, of whom | was
the youngest. We grew up in Melbourne,
shifting between parishes where my
father was the vicar.

What were you like as an
undergraduate?

| was a bit of a nerd. But my strongest
memories of law school tend to be of
what happened outside the classroom
— mooting, debating, doing part-time
work at a community legal centre. | also
got interested in teaching quite early,
through a scheme to assist indigenous
students in Australia.
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How long have you been
in Singapore?

I met my Singaporean wife in England;
after we married, we lived in New York and
had an American son. All of us moved to
Singapore at the end of 2006. My son and
| are now permanent residents (he goes to
National Service next year), and | have two
more children who are Singapore citizens.

Are you fluent in Mandarin?

I'm hardly fluent. | was lucky to start young
and have the chance to live in Beijing. So,
my pronunciation is tolerable. But my
fluency has been on a downward trend.
When we read to our kids, we try to do
one English and one Chinese story, as well
as watch Chinese films now and then.
They're very sweet (if a little patronising),
choosing bedtime stories with pinyin
because otherwise baba can't cope.

Has being the Dean of NUS Law
changed you?

It's an oddity of academia that virtually
no one goes into it wanting to lead or
manage other people. | was lucky, coming
from the think tank world, that | had some
fundraising and management experience.
But | don’t think that quite prepared me
for a decade running a faculty where
everyone argues for a living. Hopefully,
you improve and you learn. And I've
benefited enormously from support above
and below. The President, the Provost,
the Board of Trustees, and our Advisory
Council have all been sources of guidance
and good counsel. Within Law, we have
enormously talented administrative staff
who work with me, and Vice-Deans who
took on leadership roles that are often
thankless.

When faced with challenges,
what motivates you?

| think many of the challenges of a job
like this come down to interpersonal
relationships being managed well or
badly. Some advice | live by includes:

e Always go into meetings assuming that
everyone feels under-appreciated.

e Always deliver bad news in person.

e If you draft an angry or upsetting
e-mail, save it and consider whether to
send it the next day (and then deliver
that news in person instead).

What are some highlights of your
deanship?

First, when | was appointed Dean-
designate towards the end of 2011, the
then Provost (now President) of NUS,
Tan Eng Chye, and | met with the then
Attorney-General (now Chief Justice),
Sundaresh Menon '86. We agreed that
there was an opportunity for NUS Law
to contribute to Singapore being a true
legal hub. Achieving that goal required
not just good laws, good lawyers, good
institutions — it required good ideas. That
was the spark that launched the most
ambitious research agenda in the law
school’s history, with new research centres
headed by my colleagues to showcase
their research, as well as to attract leading
scholars and students to Singapore.

They include Centre for Asian Legal
Studies, Centre for Maritime Law, Centre
for Banking and Finance Law, and what
is now the EW Barker Centre for Law
& Business.

The second is our Sheridan Fellows
programme. This enables us to recruit and
develop the next generation of Singapore
lawyers, including supporting them on
graduate study. Even as we've aspired to
high rankings and recruiting star academics
from abroad, it is vital that we maintain
and develop our expertise in Singapore
law, as well as encourage and support
the next generation of Singaporean
legal academics.

Thirdly, we've broadened and deepened
the curriculum. Ten vyears ago, we
increased the Asian and civil law
components. Beginning in 2014, we
introduced a mandatory pro bono scheme
and launched new legal clinics. More
recently, students entering NUS Law in
2022 onwards have a new compulsory
law & technology module. All of these
should help ensure that our graduates
are better equipped to thrive in a fast-
changing profession. We also hope that
pro bono in particular will drive home
the idea that the value of a lawyer is not
just measured in dollars earned, but in
people helped.

Where's your favourite spot in
NUS Law?

Believe it or not, I'm quite partial to our
canteen. The noodle stall is a particular
favourite — not least because the
proprietor is always happy to help me
practise my Mandarin. But the entire

campus is beautiful. It's a treat to be able
to walk through the Botanic Gardens.

What are your hobbies?

| spend a lot of time with family. But
my personal hobbies would be jogging,
reading, and writing fiction. While doing
research for my book on the regulation
of artificial intelligence over the past few
years — We, the Robots? (CUP, 2021) —a
little treat with which I would bribe myself
was to write something more fanciful
and speculative. With luck, that novel,
tentatively called Artifice, should be out in
early 2023.

What have you learnt over the years?

The most important thing I've learnt
about myself is that, in addition to
managing time, it's important to manage
energy. There's no point banging your
head against a brick wall if something is
unproductive. But it's also inefficient if you
spend your most effective time of the day
on the least difficult parts of your job.

Perhaps the most important thing is to
be able to put things in perspective. It's
inevitable that parts of your job (or your
life) will get you down. Yet, hopefully,
there are other parts that bring you joy,
or help you to feel like you're making a
difference. The proportions change over
time, but | try to focus on the positives,
while doing what | need to do to get
through the negatives.

The biggest shift I've experienced
is learning a different kind of job
satisfaction. As a teacher or researcher,
it's often all about the classes or the
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publications. They go well or badly, and
that’s on you. But in a role like that of a
Dean, you are part of something larger: of
helping colleagues achieve their potential,
of having an impact on all graduates. As a
result, you have much less control — you
depend enormously on the efforts and
the support of others. But, if you work
hard, if you're as lucky in your choice of
colleagues and students as | have been,
then the impact you have can be all
the greater.

This interview has been edited for brevity.

(From top) Professor Chesterman meeting Pope Francis at the Vatican in 2017; with Nobel Peace Prize winner Kailash Satyarthi who spoke at
NUS College earlier this year; and in a group photo with UN Secretary General Anténio Guterres at UN Headquarters in New York in 2019
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NUS LAW ACADEMY: CREATING
LIFELONG LEARNING JOURNEYS

Heeding the call to enable professionals to stay relevant and competitive in the job market, the NUS Law Academy was established
in November 2018 to offer various programmes to support legal professional development. Since its inception, the Academy has
established and enhanced the following Continuing Education and Training (CET) programmes:

Seminars & Lectures
Regular CPD activities to provide
updates on new developments
or introduce cutting-edge topics

Bespoke Programmes

- Indian Corporate Law Programme

- Thai Office of the Council of State

- NUS SCALE Youth Programme

- Graduate Certificate in Criminal Justice

Intensive Courses
- Negotiating Success (2-day)

- Introduction to Singapore Competition Law

(more topics expected in 2023)

Graduate Certificates
- Intellectual Property & Technology Law

- International Arbitration & Dispute Resolution
- Corporate & Financial Services Law
Graduate N International Arbitration

Certificate
Programmes

NUS Law

Achemy 02 Graduate Diploma
- Maritime Law & Arbitration
Established in 2018, NUS —
Law Academy dims (more stackable options expected in 2023)
to provide skills-based,
industry-relevant courses Graduate
necessary for upskilling or Diploma

reskilling working
professionals

Non-Credit
Bearing
Courses

Auditing Ry Auditing Programme

Programme - More than 40 courses available for
selection every semester

- Attend classes without assessments

Co4

CLASS OF 2022

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE

The 5" batch of Graduate Certificate
in  Criminal Justice (GCCJ) students
graduated at a ceremony on 21 November
2022. Since its inception in 2018, the
programme has produced a total of 157
graduates trained in four legal pillars of
the Singapore criminal justice system
— criminal law, criminal procedure law,
evidence law, and sentencing law.

The bespoke programme is a collaboration
between the Home Team Academy, Home
Team School of Criminal Investigation,
and NUS Law, with the support of the
Attorney-General’s Chambers, to prepare
senior Home Team officers for the future
challenges of criminal investigations. The
programme comprises seminars which are
run over nine months and conducted once
a week in the evening for three hours.
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Congratulations to the Class of 2022 on the conferment of their Graduate Certificate in Criminal
Justice at NUS Law on 21 November 2022

LAW IV: YOUR HONOUR

The time-honoured tradition of the
graduating class staging a musical
production continues this year, with the
cast and crew building closer bonds while
showcasing their talent, all for a good
cause. This year's production is a musical
titled Your Honour, which premiered
on 6 May 2022, and proceeds from the
ticket sales were donated to the Autism
Resource Centre.

Your Honour is about two soldiers,
Homa and Karisu, who died in 1945,
and are damned to roam the grounds
on which they perished. In order to
get to heaven, Homa and Karisu must
help turn someone’s life around for the
better, before their time runs out. It's a
straightforward task, but not so easily
done, considering that they are forced to
choose from a pool of ostensibly difficult,
disgruntled, and disoriented coming-
of-age students from NUS Law. With six
original songs written and composed by
the students, the musical was a proud
accomplishment by the NUS Law Class of
2022, and can be found on YouTube at

bit.ly/3WcYIYx

STUDENT FEATURES
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BECOMING SUPPORT PILLARS

IN SOCIETY

PRO BONO WORK WITH PROJECT PARACHUTE AND SHE

Among the different centres at NUS Law,
the Centre for Pro Bono and Clinical
Legal Education’s (CPBCLE's) mandate is
a unique one: to provide students with
as many chances as possible to apply
their skills in practical settings to make a
real difference to the wider community.
Under its auspices, students get a taste
of experiential learning through law
clinics, by working with CPBCLE’s partners
who share a passion for service to the
community. We shine the spotlight on
two such projects that involve students
in socially meaningful work, under the
separate direction of Associate Professors
Mervyn Cheong '08 and Sonita Jeyapathy
‘03, the Faculty Advisers.

PROJECT PARACHUTE

Project Parachute works with the
Association of Women for Action and
Research (AWARE) and NUS Care Unit
(NCU) on projects with a common theme:
to raise legal awareness among victims of
sexual misconduct and hopefully empower
them. Its current iteration combines three
sub-projects, with twelve members of the
student Pro Bono Group (PBG) involved,
including Year 2 students Janice Neoh ‘25
and Germaine Ong '25.

The first sub-project is to develop
resources to build upon the previous
year's efforts that led to the creation of
a guidebook with NCU. That guidebook,
titled Project Parachute Victim Survivor's
Guide, contains salient information
about legal recourse in the context of
sexual misconduct crimes, and is available
at NCU’s website.

Also a collaboration with NCU is the
second outreach named UPLIFT, which
involves helping student survivors of
sexual misconduct draft victim impact
statements if required. The six-month
pilot phase started in 2021, and NCU
has asked for its continuation. The third
initiative, which started only this year, is
to support AWARE's Sexual Assault First
Responder Training through legal research
and drafting services.

As Project Directors, Janice and Germaine
feel strongly about promoting access to
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justice for sexual assault survivors. When
asked about the motivations driving
them, Janice said: “I was part of PBG in
Year 1 and was involved in two projects
that aimed to reach out to the migrant
worker community in Singapore. | found
it extremely meaningful. | was drawn
to Project Parachute as it deals with
a rather overlooked group of our
community, insofar as there are few
student-led projects supporting sexual
assault survivors.”

Germaine echoed the sentiment, sharing
her involvement in pro bono projects such
as the State Courts Student Representative
Programme. She said: “I have friends who
were involved in vulnerable situations
and | did not know how to support
them, emotionally or legally. This project
provides a great platform to help me learn
to support those around me if they are in
a similar situation.”

Outlining the extent of their pro bono
work, Janice and Germaine shared that
their involvement covered two fronts:
research, and frontline engagement.

In terms of research, the PBG members
have been working on two pocket-sized
brochures separately for NCU and AWARE,
with a focus on sexual assault cases. These
will serve as an entry point to educate
students and the public on legal rights,
complementing the more comprehensive
guidebook already available. They are
slated for completion by early next year.

On frontline engagement, Project
Parachute members assist AWARE as
facilitators in the Sexual Assault First
Responder Training. They also volunteer
with NCU to engage personally with
sexual assault survivors to provide both
emotional and legal support, guiding
them through legal processes.

Janice and Germaine are united in what
they hope PBG members will take away
from the experience, stressing the process
of developing more empathy. Summing up
her personal experience, Germaine said:
“| feel that the cause is very meaningful.
We get the opportunity to increase
our awareness of legal mechanisms

Project Directors for Project Parachute
Janice Neoh 25 (left) and Germaine Ong '25

and support the beneficiaries. Project
Parachute also involves research on the
Women’s Charter, which | was interested
in knowing more about.”

Janice agreed, saying: “I feel that we
can do a lot more as students to extend
help. I have been learning a lot from this
project as it requires certain sensitivities,
empathy and legal knowledge that is very
different from other projects. Working
with the staff from AWARE and NCU has
also shown me what it means to truly care
for others.”

SHE LEGAL CLINIC

This year marks the first time that CPBCLE
is partnering SHE in its Evolving Legal
Landscapes legal clinic module. For this
module, the focus is on working with
organisations that deal with more novel
aspects of law and legal practice, or with
organisations that operate in landscapes
which appear to be evolving. SHE, which
stands for SG Her Empowerment, falls
within the latter category, explained
Associate Professor Sonita Jeyapathy ‘03,
the module’s Faculty Adviser.

Established on 13 Sept 2022 to serve
as a premier think tank and advocacy
agency for women’s development

in Singapore, SHE is an independent
non-profit organisation that strives to
empower girls and women, including
by changing entrenched mindsets. The
founding members were also inspired
by the work of the Sunlight Alliance for
Action — an initiative by the Ministry of
Communications and Information that
ended in July this year — to tackle online
harm, and saw the need for a community
effort to tackle emerging new issues. Some
examples of online harm include the non-
consensual publication of personal details
and images online, and online grooming.

Among SHE's initiatives is the planning for
a one-stop support centre for survivors of
online harm and harassment, which was
an area in which Year 4 student Shannen
Chua 23 and Year 3 student Aileen Lee
‘24 were involved from August this year.
They helped with SHE's legal work by
researching into online harm in Singapore
and the laws currently available to
combat them, and also condensed useful
legal information for victims unfamiliar
with the law, the latter being pertinent
as resources that could translate legal
jargon into layman terms were difficult
to find. Underscoring the importance of
the victim support centre, they said that
it could facilitate the process of allowing
victims to receive holistic support without
complicating their recovery process.

Their work with SHE might not have been
in person, as they communicated with
SHE's CEO Simran Toor (Dip.Sing.Law '09)
via Zoom, but the lessons learnt were no
less impactful.

Shannen and Aileen said: “Our experience
was primarily virtual, especially since
the centre had yet to launch when we
joined. That said, we've learnt a lot about
Singapore’s approach to tackling online
harm and also the resources available to
victims. We've also learnt a lot more about
the importance of diversity and inclusion.
We were exposed to new areas of the law
that we would have never covered in our
usual modules, and took this opportunity
to enhance our research skills.”

Although their involvement in the
legal clinic has ended, both students
have offered to continue assisting the
organisation. “As SHE is in the early stages
of development, we have not yet been
able to see the tangible outcomes of our
work. However, we hope to see our work
translated into real-world impact when the
centre opens. We find the work extremely
meaningful, as we both believe strongly
in female empowerment in Singapore.”
The one-stop support centre, known as
SheCares@SCWO, will be located on the
premises of Singapore Council of Women'’s
Organisations (SCWO) in Waterloo Street.

GOALS OF PRO BONO WORK

STUDENT FEATURES

Despite SHE's relative newness and as
a corollary, the predominant focus on
research in the inaugural legal clinic tie-
up with the organisation, Shannen and
Aileen feel strongly about the cause.

To them, the bottom line is this: “As we
are women, we truly understand the
importance of female empowerment
and equality. Further, most women have
experienced some sort of discrimination
or even harassment as a result of our
identities. Thus, it means a lot for us to
be able to contribute to a cause that
is personal.”

Representatives from NUS Care Unit and
SafeNUS participated in a panel discussion on
support for survivors of sexual assault on 27
April 2022

Project Parachute Faculty Adviser, Associate Professor Mervyn Cheong ‘08

“Project Parachute has evolved from a project where students worked behind the scenes to create materials that can help survivors
of sexual misconduct, to now include initiatives that allow them to volunteer at the frontline to offer direct help to social services
and their beneficiaries, who are survivors of sexual misconduct.

My hope for the students’ learning is twofold. First, in the ‘technical’ learning aspect, that they will be able to apply the legal skills
acquired in law school to make a real difference to someone’s situation, and understand how the law complements or supplements
other disciplines such as social sciences and psychology. Second, in the experiential aspect, that they will better appreciate how to
look out for and manage a person’s emotions and expectations, as well as their own. Overall, | also hope that the students become
more aware that survivors of crime may have legal needs and require legal representation to help them express their voices.”

SHE Legal Clinic Faculty Adviser, Associate Professor Sonita Jeyapathy ‘03

“Our legal clinics are premised on the concept of experiential learning, where students learn through experience and reflect on
what they are doing. The particular mode of experiential learning we focus on at the Centre is service learning, where the objective
is for both the learner as well as the community to benefit.

As our students actively apply themselves (with supervision) to the issues faced by their respective partner organisations like SHE,
the Centre’s hope is that students will gain a deeper understanding of the ‘on the ground’ challenges faced by such organisations.
In attempting to help the partner organisations resolve this, our students will have valuable opportunities to challenge themselves
and practise a variety of legal skills and also values. In so doing, our goal is for them to discover and experiment with new ways
of learning that can help them to approach and overcome what may initially appear to be roadblocks or areas of confusion. At
the end of the legal clinic, we hope that our students become more agile learners who are also more engaged in the community.”
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CONGRATULATIONS CLASS

OF 2022

The ceremonial splendour of a live
Commencement finally returned to full
form this year. Held at the University
Cultural Centre on 7 July 2022, the event
saw over 250 students from the LLB, LLM
and PhD programmes graduating from
NUS Law.

This year’s Guest of Honour was Professor
S. Jayakumar ‘63, Pro-Chancellor of the
National University of Singapore. The
ceremony also featured Guest Speaker
Adrian Tan ‘91 (Partner, Litigation
& Dispute Resolution, TSMP Law
Corporation; President of Law Society
of Singapore), who shared an inspiring
speech about the importance of making
a difference.

Lee Kay Han graduated as the Valedictorian
of the Class of 2022, winning the Chief
Justice Prize, Lee Kuan Yew Gold Medal,
and Leow Chia Heng Prize as the Best
Graduating Student. He also received
the Law Society of Singapore Prize for
Top 2 Students in his first three years
at NUS Law, along with several other
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subject prizes and best advocate awards
at international moots. In his final year, he
was a Dean’s Graduate Scholar at the New
York University School of Law where he
completed his Master of Laws. Beyond the
classroom, Kay Han was a co-director of the
Student Disciplinary Assistance Scheme,
the President of his Class Committee,
and co-founded helpimlawst!, an online
platform for law students to access legal
and career resources.

Among his parting words to his classmates
was this message: “Looking forward, we
shouldn't lose sight of the bigger picture.
There's more to life than a career in the
law — which is especially important
since law is a notoriously gruelling job.
We should find a way for life and work
to come together harmoniously, and,
if we need to, fight for that to become
a reality.”

Post-graduation, Kay Han moved to New
York City and started working at Latham
& Watkins. True to his word, he has been
balancing work with personal pursuits:

spending most of his free time watching
musicals on Broadway, driving upstate
on trips, and exploring new food spots.
He said: “Work has been interesting, and
people at the firm are great to work with.
Apart from having to adjust to professional
working life, life beyond work has been
incredibly exciting as | am living in a new
city. This has been an amazing experience,
but | still miss Singapore dearly. Luckily,
the new Singapore food court (Urban
Hawker) recently opened right next to my
office, and the food is delicious!”

Lee Kay Han exploring the Catskills in upstate
New York, where he went pumpkin picking at
a farm

REUNIONS

REUNIONS

CLASS OF 1992: 30™ ANNIVERSARY GATHERING

Contributed by Judy Chang '92

For the Class of 1992, 2022 is a special
year because it marks our 30" anniversary
reunion. With the reopening of borders
globally, we were able to gather on 23
September at the former Supreme Court
wing of the National Gallery. The location
was all the more apt as many of us had
walked the hallowed halls of the former
Supreme Court in our earlier days of
legal practice.

After almost three years of travel
restrictions, classmates from around the
world flew in for the event, from places
such as Hong Kong, Japan, Ireland, Brunei,
and Malaysia. We also got to catch up
with several former lecturers and tutors,
namely, Professors Hans Tjio, Tan Sook

Yee, Robert Beckman, Lye Lin Heng '73,
and Stephen Phua 88, as well as Mr Chan
Leng Sun. As the saying goes, teachers
never age. How true!

Since our last reunion in 2017, we lost
another four classmates. Andrew Chan
shared touching words of remembrance
in memory of Richard Choong, David Lee
Kay Tuan, Malathi Das, and Philip Tay, in
addition to Winston Wong who left us in
2011. These losses remind us not to leave
those catch-ups till it's too late.

We also added to our two Funds: the Class
of 1992 Bursary Fund and the Class of
1992 Pro Bono Fund, with a total of more
than $30,000 raised (including pledges).

Not only do they support needy NUS Law
students, they also back worthy projects
benefiting society, from raising awareness
of legal rights and responsibilities for
migrant workers to providing legal
guidance to survivors of sexual violence
on campus. These projects also enable
Law student volunteers to learn important
skills and gain invaluable experience.

Till our 35", may the Class keep in
good health.
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CLASS OF 1994: 28™ ANNIVERSARY GATHERING CLASS OF 2002: 20™ ANNIVERSARY GATHERING

On 12 November 2022, the Class of On October 2022, more that 40 alumni from the Class of 2002 gathered over dinner at Suntec City Guild House to celebrate their
1994 finally got together at the lobby 20" anniversary. They were delighted to catch up in person, especially with their former teachers, Professors Tan Cheng Han ‘87 and
of the Oei Tiong Ham Building at the Hans Tjio. The Dean of NUS Law, Professor Simon Chesterman, congratulated the Class on their many achievements since graduation,
Bukit Timah Campus for a reunion. The and encouraged them to continue to make NUS Law proud.

event was more than two years in the
making, as it had been postponed several
times due to Covid. Undeterred by the
afternoon drizzle, and with some even
flying in from nearby countries, about 40
classmates enjoyed an afternoon of lively
conversation, nostalgic memories and
numerous photo opportunities.
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BENEFACTORS

NUS LAW OFFERS SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL OUR DONORS:

A Balasubramaniam Reddy ‘80, LLM ‘90
Adrian Ooi ‘08

ADTLaw LLC

Allen & Gledhill LLP

Amarjeet Singh ‘61

Ang Peng Koon Patrick '89

Ang Shunli Alanna Suegene Uy ‘06
Ashurst LLP

Asian Patent Attorneys Association-
Singapore Group

Asok Kumar s/o Naraindas
Baker & Mckenzie Foundation
Baker & McKenzie.Wong & Leow
Barclays Bank PLC

Boo Geok Seng, Lawrence ‘80, LLM 88
Cavenagh Law LLP

Cecilia Wee Chong Jin & Family
Chan Chee Yin, Andrew '04
Chan Sek Keong '61

Chan Seng Onn '86

Chan Wah Teck, Jeffrey ‘73
Chandra Mohan K Nair '76
Chao Hick Tin

Chee Wei Liang, Michael & Helen Chee
Chen Jie'An, Jared '09

Cheong Kee Fong '68

Chew Gek Khim "84

Chia Ah Mooi, Sally

Chia Jee Phun, Jennifer ‘71
Chiang Ju Hua, Audrey ‘95

Chin Siew Hoong, Margaret ‘89
Chng Teck Yeong, Callistus
Chong Horng Siong, Steven '82
Chong Ik Wei '96

Chua Lee Ming '83

City Developments Limited
Clifford Chance Pte Ltd

Colin Ng & Partners LLP

D.S. Lee Foundation

Davinder Singh '82

Dentons Rodyk & Davidson LLP
Dilhan Pillay Sandrasegara ‘88
Drew & Napier LLC

Edmund Jerome Kronenburg ‘96

Edward Lam
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Ella Cheong

Ernst & Young Solutions LLP

Estate of Chng Mui Lin, Isabel
Estate of Koh Choon Joo

Estate of Tan Sri Khoo Teck Puat
Estate of Theresa Kamala Ambrose
Evangelos Apostolou

Eversheds Harry Elias LLP
Facebook Singapore Pte Ltd

Fam Siu Ping, Anita ‘86

Far East Organization Centre Pte Ltd
Foo Tuat Yien '76

Gan Hiang Chye ‘89 &
Gan Lai Peng Nee Kong

Gary F Bell

Giam Chin Toon '67 LLM ‘71
Giam Lay Hoon ‘86

Gita Satryani Juwita ‘05
Gladys Mirandah ‘76 & Patrick Mirandah
Goh Joon Seng ‘62

Goh Mia Yang ‘92

Goh Soo May

Goh Yong Hong ‘61

GrabTaxi Holdings Pte Ltd
Gwee Tiong Hai, Raymond '82
Harveen Singh Narulla ‘02
Helen Yeo ‘74

Helmsman LLC

Herman Jeremiah '87

Herman Ronald Hochstadt
Hew Kian Heong '92

Koh Su Chern ‘92 LLM ‘97

Ho Kin San '87

Intellectual Property Office Of Singapore
IRB Law LLP

Jazmyn Chelliah

Jennifer Suriyiacala Marie ‘83
Johann Heinrich Jessen

John & Lydia Ewing-Chow
Jones Day Foundation

Joseph Liow Wang Wu 92

K Shanmugam ‘84

K&L Gates Straits Law LLC

Kan Ting Chiu '70, LLM ‘88
Kao Kwok Weng, Jonathan '10

Kelvin Tay ‘93 & Grace Tay
Keppel Corporation Limited
Khoo Bee Lian

Khoo Boo Teck Randolph ‘89
Kishore Mahbubani

Koh Jimmy

Koh Juay Kherng '82

Koh Kheng Lian ‘61

Koh Tee Huck, Kenneth ‘83
Koh Thong Bee, Tommy ‘61
Kok Pin Chin, Stanley ‘03
Kuok Group of Companies Singapore
Lam Chung Nian '97

Lee & Lee

Lee Foundation

Lee Geok Chiau, Grace '93
Lee Ho Wah '86

Lee Hsien Loong

Lee Hwai Bin ‘00

Lee Kay Tuan, David '92

Lee Kim Tah Holdings Limited
Lee Soo Hiang Madeleine

Lee Teck Leng, Robson '93
Lee Tye Beng, Joel

Lee Yih Sin, Eugene '93

Lee Yuen Ying, Amy '82
Leena Pinsler ‘82 and Jeffrey Pinsler
Leow Siak Fah '70

LexisNexis

Liew Chih Yuan, Steven '93
Lim Chong Kin 95

Lim Geck Chin, Mavis

Lim Peng Huan & Sim Pei Fang
Lim You Yu Benson 93

Lok Vi Ming

Low Kee Yang

Lye Lin Heng, Irene ‘73

Manoj Pillay Sandrasegara 93

Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore

Mediacorp Pte Ltd

Mellford Pte Ltd

Messrs Wonders Engineering Co Pte Ltd
Michael Hwang

Michael Stephen Puhaindran ‘96
Microsoft Operations Pte Ltd

Microsoft Singapore Private Limited
Minn Naing Oo '96

Mohamed Faizal Mohamed Abdul Kadir ‘05

Mohan Reviendran Pillay ‘85
Morgan Lewis Stamford LLC
Muthucumaraswamy Sornarajah
Nesadevi Sandrasegara ‘61
Newsman Realty Pte Ltd

Ng Chee Siong Robert

Ng Poh Meng

Ng Siang Kok Francis

Ng Soon Kai ‘89

Ng Teng Fong Charitable Foundation
Limited

Norton Rose (Asia) LLP
NUS Law Class of 1988
Oei Hong Leong

Ojha Shikha LLM (Corporate &
Financial Services Law) "11

Ong Siew Ling, Debbie '89

Oon & Bazul LLP

Pang Khang Chau

Paul Anantharajah Tambyah
Paul JP Teo ‘96

Peter Fu Chong Cheng

Phang Boon Leong, Andrew ‘82
Philip Jiminez

Philip Nalliah Pillai '71

Quahe Woo & Palmer LLC

Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP
Rajah & Tann Foundation

Raj Kumar s/o Naraindas
RHTLaw Asia LLP

Roderick Edward Martin ‘72

S Rajendran '62

Sachi Saurajen ‘61
Sandrasegara K P

Santa Clara University, School Of Law
Sarjit Kaur Khosa

Sat Pal Khattar ‘66, LLM ‘71 and family
Sembcorp Cogen Pte Ltd

Seng Kiat Boon, Daniel ‘92

Ser Holdings Pte Ltd

Shantini Tharmanason LLM ‘05
Shook Lin & Bok LLP

Shook Lin & Bok Malaysia

Simon Arthur Chesterman

Sin Boon Ann ‘86

Singapore Academy of Law
Singapore Exchange Limited
Singapore Institute of Legal Education
Singapore Maritime Institute
Singapore Mediation Centre
Singapore Press Holdings Limited
Singapore Technologies Engineering Ltd
Stefanie Yuen Thio '93
Stephenson Harwood

Sundaresh Menon ‘86

Suresh Nanwani ‘81

Susan De Silva ‘83

Tahir Foundation

Tan Cheng Han '87

Tan Cher Liang Sebastian

Tan Chong Huat ‘89

Tan Ken Hwee '94

Tan Kwang Hwee

Tan Rajah & Cheah

Tan Siew Lean Eileen

Tan Su May ‘87

Tan Tee Jim '79

Tan Tze Gay '87

Tan Wei Chean Paul "10

Tan Zhi Peng Benny "12

Tay Seong Chee Simon ‘86

Temasek Foundation International
CLG Limited

Temasek Holdings (Private) Limited
The Family of Bennett Lam '86
The Family of Edlyn Yap Mei Li ‘96
The Family of H.L. Wee

The Family of Ho Thian Cheh ‘61
The Giving Back Foundation

The Grace, Shua and Jacob Ballas Il
Charitable Trust

The Henry Luce Foundation, Inc
The Law Society of Singapore

The Maritime Law Association of
Singapore

The Ngee Ann Kongsi
The Riady Family

BENEFACTORS

The Silent Foundation Ltd

The Tan Chin Tuan Foundation
Thean Pik Yuen Valerie

Thio Su Mien ‘61

Thomson Reuters Corporation Pte Ltd
Toh See Kiat '82

Tote Board

TPB Menon ‘61

TSMP Law Corporation

Tung Yang Thong, Issac ‘00
United Overseas Bank Limited
V K Rajah '82

Wee Ewe Lay, Laurence

Wee Ewe Seng, Patrick John ‘89
Wee Foundation

Wee Woon Hong ‘89

Wei Sze Shun George

Wing Tai Foundation

Wing Tai Holdings Limited
Withers KhattarWong LLP
Woh Hup (Private) Limited
Wong Fong Fui

Wong Meng Meng ‘71

Wong Soon Peng Adrian ‘99
Wong Yuen Kuai, Lucien ‘78
WongPartnership LLP

Woon Cheong Ming, Walter ‘81
Yap Kok Kiong "89

Yap Wai Ming ‘86

Yeap Poh Leong, Andre ‘86
Yeoh Cheng Huann

Yeo Meng Heong Stanley ‘76
Yeong Zee Kin '97

Yim Wing Kuen, Jimmy ‘82
Yip Hsien Chang, John '92
Yeo Suan Imm Pamela ‘89
Yong Pung How LLD ‘01

Yong Wei-Woo

* Listed are donors who have
cumulatively given $$10,000.00 and
above to NUS Law since 2000, as at 4
November 2022.

* Some donors have asked to remain
anonymous.
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NEW PROFESSORSHIPS
AT NUS LAW

NUS Law is extremely thankful for the strong support of all donors in the past year, which has enabled us to continue to drive efforts
that have put us on the map in Asia and around the world. We are particularly grateful for a number of new professorships that have
been established at the Faculty. These endowed chairs enable us to hire and retain the very best faculty, as well as recognising the

achievements of outstanding academics. These are two of the new Chairs announced this year.

Tan Ah Tah Professorship in Environmental Law

Mr Tan Ah Tah (1903-1976) was the first local-born person to be appointed
Judge of the Supreme Court on 2 May 1955, and served as Acting Chief
Justice of Singapore from 1958 to 1968. After a long and distinguished career
spanning more than 30 years in the administrative and judicial service, Mr Tan
retired on 29 November 1975.

The professorship was endowed by Mr Tan’s daughter, the
late Madam Eileen Tan Siew Lean (right), and celebrates
his groundbreaking achievement and his many years in the
legal service.

The Tan Ah Tah Chair will be awarded to a Professor at the

Faculty of Law for an appointment of one to three years,

to teach and do research in Environmental Law, preferably

with a focus on the Asian region. While the search for a

suitable candidate is ongoing, the family has agreed that any available funds
from the endowed professorship may be used to support the research and
other activities of the Asia-Pacific Centre for Environmental Law.

Professor Simon Chesterman, Dean of NUS Law, said: “NUS Law is deeply
privileged to have this opportunity to honour and remember the substantial
contributions made by Mr Tan Ah Tah to Singapore’s jurisprudence, through
this professorship. We are especially grateful for the vision of his daughter,
Madam Tan, whose decision to establish this Chair will help us recruit and
retain the finest academics in this increasingly important area of the law.”

Jernal Singh Khosa Professorship in Law

Mr Jernal Singh Khosa (1932-1988) N\
was a litigator in Singapore who

handled a wide range of disputes and

built up a good reputation among his

many loyal clients, gaining the respect

of fellow lawyers and other members

of the legal profession.

The Jernal
Singh Khosa

Professorship in Law was established in his memory by
his wife, Mrs Sarjit Singh Khosa (above) and celebrates
his love for the law and his strong sense of justice,
which compelled him to pursue what he believed
was right. A lunch event was held at NUS Law on
3 December 2022 to celebrate the launch of the
professorship, with Mrs Khosa, family and friends

in attendance.

26

Please send

By mail: Alumni Relations & Development
Faculty of Law
National University of Singapore
Eu Tong Sen Building
469G Bukit Timah Road

GIFT FORM Singapore 259776

By fax:  (65) 6779 0979

By email: lawlink@nus.edu.sg

To contact us, please call (65) 6516 3616

GIFT

I/ We would like to make: ) )
Singapore tax residents are

O A monthly” gift of $ for months. eligible for a tax deduction that
. . is 2.5 times the gift value for
0 An annual’ gift of $ for years. gifts made in 2022 and 2023.

O A one-time gift of $
To support:

[0 NUS Law Student Support Fund (used to support needy students, student learning and student activities at NUS Law, enabling all our students to develop to their full
potential regardless of financial background)

O Faculty of Law Lee Sheridan Legal Education Fund (used to fund bursaries, scholarships and visiting professorial appointments)
O NUS Law Fund (enables the Dean to channel resources where they are most needed within NUS Law)

O Other:
PAYMENT METHOD

Ol/Weencloseacheque[No.: ] crossed and in favour of “National University of Singapore”

[ Please charge my / our credit card / debit card: Visa / MasterCard / American Express
CardNo.. | | | | [T T 11 [ ] ExpiryDate: ______________(MMYY)

PARTICULARS OF DONOR

QO Individual Donor:
Name (OProf /OODr /OMr /CMrs/CIMs):

(Family Name) (Given Name)
NRIC/FIN:
(To obtain a tax deduction, all individual donors must provide their Singapore tax reference number e.g. NRIC/FIN.)
O Alumnus (Year of Graduation: Degree(s) Conferred: )

O Corporate Donor: Name of Company:

Name of Contact Person (CdProf /CIDr /CIMr /CIMrs/CIMs):

Tax Reference:

(To obtain a tax deduction, all corporate donors must provide their Singapore tax reference number e.g. UEN.)

[ I/ We do not wish to be identified as the donor of this gift in NUS publicity materials.

CONTACT DETAILS

Mobile Tel: Home Tel: Office Tel:

Email:

Mailing Address:

Signature:
(1/ We agree that my/our gift is subject to NUS’ Statutes and Regulations, and to its Standard Terms and Conditions for Gifts (as may be amended from time to time by the University),
updated for compliance with the Personail Data Protection Act 2012.)

BE & N US ‘ L aw Thank you for your support!
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