Measures to counter marine plastic
debris in Taiwan: A holistic approach

Anton Ming-Zhi Gao
Antongao@mx.nthu.edu.tw

Associate Professor, Institute of Law for Science and Technology,
National Tsing-Hua University, Taiwan

MARINE PLASTIC POLLUTION RULE OF LAW IN ASIA-PACIFIC WORKSHOP
Monday & Tuesday 19 & 20 October 2020



mailto:Antongao@mx.nthu.edu.tw

. Introduction



Technology, industry and life style

 The devil of convenience
e In2018

e 15.2 billion plastic bags
(shopping)

e average of 660 per person per
year.

e (3.55 grams each), up to 53960
metric tons

 not to mention the taking away and
night market culture....




Exporting such culture to the worlad




Taiwan as plastic kingdom...
Yet, not always bad

 The widely use of one time use plastics could be the good way to
curb COVID-19 spreading?

https://cdn2.ettoday.net/images/2727/2727195.jpg



As a highly populated small island....

https://www.leezen.com.tw/uploads/article-
content/78/pic02%20(1).jpg






A holistic approach

Narrow approach to deal with marine debris

(4) outreach and
public
participation

(1) source (2) prevention and (3) monitoring and

(enhance multi-
party collaboration
and expand civic
participation).

reduction, removal, surveying, and

Broader and holistic approach to deal with marine debris



Rule of law

(1) source reduction

Very high intensity of rule of law % % % % %

(2) prevention and removal, (3) monitoring and surveying,
and (4) outreach and public participation (enhance multi-
party collaboration and expand civic participation).

The proper distribution of
the works among
different ministries

Very low intensity of rule
of law




Ministry’s determination to improve the
governance

e May 2018 The establishment of the Marine Debris Governance
Platform




Ministry’s determination to improve the
governance

* The publication of the Marine
Debris Governance Action Plan




Ministry’s determination to improve the

governance

e Regular meetings to
supervise the progress
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Ministry’s determination to improve the
governance

* Willing to negotiate with other ministries and public players to
clearly distribute works and “responsibilities”




Unigue In
Taiwan’s policy
planning
history

The mentioning of the role of
key environmental NGOs in
official Action Plan




The leading, instead of

supplementary, role of
NGOs in official Action
Plans

Unigue In

Taiwan’s policy
olanning history?



NGOQO'’s role




e Table 2. Different NGOs’ role in raising public

awareness and attention in society

e Source: 2018 Action Plan, p. 10.

NGOQO'’s role

No. Ongoing Actions

49041 Screening of ‘A Plastic Ocean’
- from Aug 2017 to Aug 2018

4.2.0-2 Tour of plastic creatures

4.2.0-3

‘Find back the waste’ tour

Lead Agency/Partner

Green Peace

Kuroshio Ocean
Education Foundation

Kuroshio Ocean
Education Foundation



lll. Legal Measures
at Source Reduction phase




Special website to promote these measures
EPA’s website: plastic source reduction

e Shopping

plastic bag

e Togocup
e Disposable

utensils

e Straws
e Debris
e Online

shopping
packing



Main legal basis

Art 21 of Waste Disposal Act

e EPA, Ordinance on the Restriction of the Use of Plastic Bags (¥R RBREFIEREH K. Bt A X L E it HHA)

e Ordinance on the Restriction of the Use of Disposable Utensils (522 Z B R #HIFERAEHFZ R E A R), promulgated on
9 June 2006, latest revision on 8 August 2019

e EPA, ordinance to restrict the manufacturing, import, and sales of personal care and cosmetic products containing
plastic microbeads (FR#l & BB 2 bR EENELZRAREE. MARIRE), 3 August 2017,

e EPA, Ordinance on the Restriction of the Use of One-time Use Plastic Straws, promulgated on 8 May 2019,

e EPA, Ordinance on the Restriction of overpackaging (FE #ll 2 /i 1% ¥ £1,%%), promulgated on 1 July 2005,

Art. 22 of the Waste Disposal Act

e EPA, Ordinance on Source Reduction or Recycling Awards for To-go Cups ( — R AV &K R EE R = Kk Bl Ik 2EEh &
B A=), promulgated on 4 January 2011,
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Main measures

A. Restriction on the Use of Plastic Shopping Bags and Disposable Utensils in 2002, Expanded in 2017

B. Restriction on Overpackaging in 2005

C. Restriction on the Use of Plastic Trays and Packaging Boxes in 2007

D. Reduce Disposable To-go Cups in 2011

E. Restrictions on Personal Care and Cosmetic Products Containing Plastic Microbeads in 2017

F. Restricting Use of Plastic Straw in 2019

G. Future Actions 1. Banning Plastic Items by 2030
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Ex. Recent measures on Restrictions on Personal Care and

Cosmetic Products Containing Plastic Microbeads in 2017

 Plastic microbeads are particles with a
size of less than five millimeters, used
for human body exfoliation or cleaning,
with contents, such as nylon, PE
(Polyethylene), PP (polypropylene), PS
(polystyrene), acrylic, etc.

» The products include shampoos, face
wash, make-up removers, bath soaps,
body scrubs, and toothpastes.

 Violation of the ban can result in an
administrative fine for manufacturing
and importing, ranging between NTD
60-300 thousand and NTD 1200-6000
for sales ban violation.
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Restricting Use of
Plastic Straw In 2019

 Since 7 July 2019, the public sector,
schools, department stores/shopping
malls, and fast food chains have been
prohibited from using one-time use

plastic straws for ‘non-take-away’
food or drinks.



A good deal/trade off? Saving sea turtle with
more plastic?




V. Beyond the law

Voluntary actions on “package” and “packings”



1. Corporate Responsibility

e EPA also promotes corporations’
voluntary reduction of plastics and
promotion of biodegradable
plastic packaging.(Action Plan of
Marine Debris Governance in
Taiwan, on page 3.)

e E.g., the wholesale mall RT-Mart
launched a voluntary scheme to
stop the sales of shopping plastic
bags since 1 July 2017, expecting
the annual reduction of 7.3 million
plastic bags on the market.
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2. E-commerce Platform and Package Reduction

the EPA published ‘Guidelines on online shopping

package reduction (B &R =155)

e by the end of 2019, the weight of the package should not
exceed 10% of total package weight,

e by the end of 2020, the package materials should use single
recyclable materials (paper or PE) or 100% recyclable paper
mixed with more than 25% recycled plastic.
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‘online-shopping package
reduction label’

16 received this label,
including 10 B2C platforms
and 6 B2B2C/C2C platforms

B2C platforms

B2B2C/C2C platforms

Pchome 24hB&#¥https://24h.pchome.com.tw/
MOMO, https://www.momoshop.com.tw/
Yahoo! & EE B&# 210 https://tw.buy.yahoo.com/.
& 2K https://www.books.com.tw/

WE2 KZ https://shopee.tw/

IKEA https://www.ikea.com.tw/zh.

RS 4 5 https://online.senao.com.tw/.

& 28 EMMnttp://www.fpgshopping.com.tw/.

B % BEWhttps://www.etmall.com.tw/.

B % IR 2 X B www.buydirectlyfromfarmers.tw

Pchome 7 Ji& #

https://www.pcstore.com.tw/

https://tw.mall.yahoo.com/Yahoo &5 EE 8 £k
SR

Yahoo & EE 0 & https://tw.bid.yahoo.com/

A JE T &Ehttps://www.buy123.com.tw/

& ¥ 5 Efhttps://www.ego888.com.tw/

52 X $H F https://www.ruten.com.tw/
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https://24h.pchome.com.tw/
https://tw.buy.yahoo.com/%E3%80%81
https://www.books.com.tw/
https://shopee.tw/
https://www.ikea.com.tw/zh%E3%80%81
https://online.senao.com.tw/%E3%80%81
http://www.fpgshopping.com.tw/%E3%80%81
https://www.etmall.com.tw/%E3%80%81

Conclusion




Key points

e Early

» Taiwan made extensive efforts in tackling marine debris, long before the UN announcement in 2018.

 Political will is the key

* raising/prioritising such issues in the political agenda seemed to be the driving force for further measures.
Perhaps this is the first time Taiwan has such a “de-plastic’ plan for 2025 and 2030.

* Institutional design to complement the role of “rule of law”

e How to well distribute works and missions among different government
agencies

* The important role of NGOs
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The increasing plastic use this year?
© Increasing plastic use at the time of covid-19

e Fading political will to deal with
plastic?

* Now the president and
parliament election iIs over .. gb?r @
e since 2017, regular meetings EQts foodpanda

of the Marine Debris
Platform were held: four
meetings in 2017, four In
2018, five In 2019. However,
there has been no meeting .
this year, thus far.




Thanks for your attention
welcome your comments and questions
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