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Context – a global problem with 
particular local impacts

• Marine plastic pol lution issue of  increasing 
international concern and acknowledged ‘global’ 
problem

• Poses part icular  issues for Pacif ic Is land Countr ies 
and Terr i tor ies (PICTs)

• Need for l i fecycle approach to combat problem in 
Pacif ic  region 

• Link between land-based sources and marine 
plastic pol lution



PICTs

• 2 2  c ount r ie s  a nd  t e r r i to r ie s ,  a ppr ox .  
1 1  m i l l ion  pe op l e

• Cove r  va s t  ge ogr a ph ic  r e g ion

• 9 8 % o f  r e g i on  i s  oc e a n ,  w hic h  
unde r p ins  Pa c i f ic  l i ve l ihoods

• Si gn i f i ca nt  c ha l lenges  i n  p r e ve n t ing  
p l a s t ics  f r om e n t e r ing  oc e a ns  p r i o r  
t o  be c om ing m a r ine  p l a s t ic  
de br is / l i t t e r
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MARINE PLASTICS AND CHALLENGES FOR 
PICTS

• D e p e n d e n t  o n  i m p o r t s  o f  p l a s t i c  p r o d u c t s  a n d  i m p o r t e d  p r o d u c t s  i n  p l a s t i c  
p a c k a g i n g

• D i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  m a n a g i n g  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  p l a s t i c  w a s t e  g e n e r a t e d  i n - c o u n t r y

• O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  i n  c o u n t r y  r e - u s e ,  r e c yc l i n g  a n d  r e c o v e r y  o f  w a s t e s  a r e  l i m i t e d  b y  
t h e  e c o n o m i e s  o f  s c a l e  r e q u i r e d

• E x p o r t  m a r k e t s  f o r  w a s t e  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  l o c a t e  a n d  c o s t s  o f  s h i p p i n g  f r o m  r e m o t e  
i s l a n d s  c a n  b e  p r o h i b i t i v e l y  h i g h

• P l a s t i c  r e c yc l a b l e s  s e n t  t o  l a n d f i l l  o r  s t o c k p i l e d / d u m p e d  c r e a t i n g  m a n a g e m e n t  
c h a l l e n g e s  i n c l u d i n g  e s c a l a t i n g  p l a s t i c  w a s t e  a l o n g  c o a s t l i n e s  a n d  i n  s u r r o u n d i n g  
s e a s

• A l s o  e f f e c t s  f r o m  w a s t e  g e n e r a t e d  b y  f o r e i g n  v e s s e l s ,  b r o u g h t  t o  s h o r e s  o n  o c e a n  
c u r r e n t s



Plastic waste regulatory lifecycle

Point of entry In-country waste 
management

Point of exit Holistic approaches



POINT OF ENTRY 
• Goal: prevent entry of plastics so does not 
become marine plastic debris

• Import restrictions on plastic containing 
products e.g. single-use takeaway containers, 
shopping bags, nappies etc

• E.g. national and state measures in FSM, 
Vanuatu single-use plastic ban
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In-country

• Financial  and insti tut ional  
chal lenges to ef fective waste 
management

• Laws to incentivize col lection 
and recycl ing e.g.  CDLs,  
advance deposit  levies 

• E.g.  Kir ibati ,  Tuvalu



Point of exit

• Limited space and often l imited 
local  recycl ing opt ions

• High shipping costs and lack of  
markets

• Extended producer 
responsib i l i ty /product  
stewardship schemes to 
encourage ’c ircular  economy’
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International regulatory frameworks

• Fragmented and uneven

• Applicable MEAs e.g.  Basel  focus primarily on the permissible movement and trade in 
waste, rather than integrating a whole-of- l ife approach to wastes and plastics

• Limited integration of  circular economy concepts

• Gap in ‘hard law’ relating to land-based sources of  marine pol lution

• Prol i feration of  soft  law programmes could be important part  of  efforts to develop 
‘ l i fecycle’ solutions to marine plastic debris and to address fragmentation at  the 
global level



REGIONAL 

FRAMEWORKS
• M or e  oppor t un i t ie s  f o r  a c t ion  a t  

r e g i ona l  l e ve l  i n  Pa c i f ic

• Si gn i f i ca nt  a c t iv i ty  a t  r e g iona l  l e ve l  
t h r ough SPREP

• No u m e a a n d  W a ig an i Co n ve n t i o ns

• Sof t  l aw  i ns t rume nts

• C le a n e r  Pa c i f i c  2 0 2 5 ,  Pa c i f i c  Ma r i n e  
L i t t e r  Re g io n a l  Ac t i o n  P la n This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
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Regional solutions
• L i f ec yc l e  a ppr oa ch  t o  p r e ve n t in g  a n d  m a n a g in g  m a r in e  p l a s t ic  d e b r i s  
r e qu i re s  p r a c t ica l  s o l u t io ns  f o r  t h e  r e c yc l in g  o f  p l a s t ic s ,  p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  
e n t r y  i n t o  t he  oc e a ns  a s  po l l u ta nts

• Ex i s t ing  g l oba l  a n d  r e g io n a l  l e g a l  f r a mewo rk s  h a ve  a  f o c u s  o n  
t r a nsbounda ry m o ve m e nts  o f  w a ste  b u t  s i g n i f ic an t  g a p s  o n  r e - u s e ,  
r e c yc l ing  a nd  r e c o ve ry o p e r a t io n s

• O pt ions  f o r  de ve l o p ing  b o t h  r e g i o na l  l e ve l  g o ve r n a n c e  a n d  p u b l ic -p r iva te  
pa r t ners h ips  t o  e x p o r t  p l a s t ics  f r o m P I CTs  t o  f o r e ig n  c o u n t r ies  e q u i p p e d  
t o  r e c yc l e ,  r e c ove r  o r  d i s pose  o f  p l a s t ic  w a ste  i n  a n  e nv i r onme nta l l y-
s ound  w a y

• Cou l d  i nc e n t iv ise t he  c o l le c t ion  o f  p l a s t ic  w a ste s  a nd  r e duc e  t he  
po t e n t ia l  f o r  m a r in e  p l a s t ic  d e b r i s



PUBLIC-PRIVATE 
PARTNERSHIP

• E . g .  M o a n a  T a k a  p a r t n e r s h i p  b e t w e e n  
S P R E P  a n d  S w i r e  S h i p p i n g  ( C N C O )

• O t h e r  r e g i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s a n d  
p a r t n e r s  a r e  a l s o  e x p l o r i n g  s i m i l a r  
a r r a n g e m e n t s

• O p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  s c a l e - u p  o p t i o n s  f o r  
t h e  e x p o r t  o f  r e c yc l a b l e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
p l a s t i c s ,  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  s h i p p i n g  
c o m p a n i e s  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
o f  w a s t e s  t o  e x p o r t  m a r k e t s .
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Supplementary regional 
governance

• Arrangements to support recycling hub or inter-
island shipment

• Capacity-building to improve in-country waste 
management capacity

• Common quality standards for recycled plastics

• Engagement with global initiatives e.g. Basel 
Convention Partnership on Plastic Waste
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Conclusion: need for a 
lifecycle approach

• P I C T s  a r e  l e a d i n g  t h e  w a y w i t h  i n n o v a t i v e  n a t i o n a l  a p p r o a c h e s  
a n d  p o t e n t i a l  c r o s s - b o r d e r  r e g i o n a l  s o l u t i o n s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  w a s t e  
m a n a g e m e n t  i n  a  h o l i s t i c  w a y,  i n c l u d i n g  a  l i f e c yc l e  a p p r o a c h  t o  
m a r i n e  p l a s t i c  d e b r i s .  

• I n t e r n a t i o n a l  f r a m e w o r k s  h a v e  l a r g e l y  f a i l e d  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  
p a r t i c u l a r  n e e d s  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s

• P I C T s  h a v e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  b u i l d  o n  e x i s t i n g  c r o s s - b o r d e r  o p t i o n s  
f o r  t h e  e x p o r t  o f  r e c yc l a b l e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p l a s t i c s

• A c t i o n  b y  P I C T s  m i g h t  s i m i l a r l y  i n s p i r e  m o r e  h o l i s t i c  a p p r o a c h  
o n  m a r i n e  p l a s t i c  d e b r i s  m o r e  g e n e r a l l y

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND
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