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Speakers’ Bios

TENG LI (NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE) 
Teng Li  is  a Postdoctoral  Fel low at  the Centre for  Asian Legal  Studies at  the Nat ional  Universi ty
of  Singapore.  He graduated from the LLM in legal  theory and JSD programs at  NYU School  of
Law. His scholarship focuses on the normat ive quest ions,  assumptions, concepts,  pr inciples,  and
methodological  ideas that under l ie legal  and pol i t ical  inst i tut ions,  as ref lected in the f ie lds of
general  jur isprudence, pol i t ical  phi losophy, and publ ic law. His doctoral  thesis conceptual izes the
legi t imacy of  the state in terms of  just i f ied coercion. I t  draws at tent ion to the normat ive
impl icat ion that c i t izens are prohibi ted f rom resort ing to physical  force when the state is just i f ied
in monopol iz ing coercion. His current research explores the normat ive connect ion between
legal i ty and legi t imacy.

MUHAMMAD ZUBAIR ABBASI (OXFORD BROOKES UNIVERSITY)

Muhammad Zubair  Abbasi  is  an academic lawyer wi th expert ise in fami ly law, corporate law,
commercial  law, Is lamic law, human r ights law, and const i tut ional  law. He received his Doctor of
Phi losophy (DPhi l )  in Law from Universi ty of  Oxford,  where he conducted research on the
format ion of  Musl im Personal  Law, which resul ted f rom the incorporat ion of  Shar ia into the Legal
System in Br i t ish India.  He earned his Master of  Laws (LL.M) degree from Manchester Universi ty,
where he special ised in Comparat ive Corporate Law & Governance. He has held several
research posi t ions at  prest ig ious inst i tut ions,  including the Oxford Department of  Internat ional
Development and the Max Planck Foundat ion for Internat ional  Peace & the Rule of  Law,
Heidelberg.  He has also held v is i t ing posi t ions at  the American Universi ty in Cairo and the
Punjab Judic ia l  Academy, Lahore.  He current ly serves as the Associate Edi tor  of  the Yearbook of
Middle Eastern and Is lamic Law and as Edi tor  for  Harvard Law School ’s SHARIAsource.

ALI SHIRVANI (NORTHWEST UNIVERSITY) 

Ali  Shirvani  is  current ly an Assistant Professor at  the Law School ,  Northwest Universi ty;  he
studied law in I ran and graduated from Xiamen Universi ty,  Cina. He worked as a research fel low
in the Inst i tute of  Middle Eastern Studies at  Northwest Universi ty,  Xi 'an,  China for two years.  His
areas of  research are Internat ional  law, const i tut ional  law, and comparat ive law.

MARVA KHAN (LAHORE UNIVERSITY OF MANAGEMENT SCIENCES)
Marva Khan is an Assistant Professor at  the Shaikh Ahmad Hassan School  of  Law, Lahore
Universi ty of  Management Sciences (LUMS). She is the Co-Editor of  the LUMS Law Journal  and
the Co-Founder of  the Pakistani  Feminist  Judgments Project .  She completed her BA-LL.B (Hons.)
f rom LUMS and LL.M from Harvard Law School  on the Fulbr ight  Scholarship.  Her main areas of
interest  include const i tut ional  law, human r ights,  and gender.  Her recent publ icat ions include
book chapters on disabi l i ty  r ights and accessible informat ion technology in Pakistan and special
courts in Pakistan.

SHAMSHAD PASARLAY (THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO)
Shamshad Pasar lay is an Assistant Instruct ional  Professor in the Social  Sciences Col legiate
Divis ion (2023-2024).  He wi l l  teach courses in comparat ive const i tut ional  studies as wel l  as the
BA seminar in the Program in Law, Letters,  and Society (LLSO). Previously,  he was a v is i t ing
lecturer at  the Universi ty of  Chicago Law School .  He received his PhD (2016) and LLM (2011)
from the Universi ty of  Washington School  of  Law. He special izes in comparat ive const i tut ional
law, wi th a focus on the pol i t ics of  const i tut ion-making and const i tut ional  design in deeply div ided
societ ies,  as wel l  as in Is lamic law. He has publ ished widely in the f ie ld of  comparat ive
const i tut ional  studies and Is lamic legal  h istory.  He is current ly working on a book manuscr ipt ,
t i t led Incomplete Const i tut ions and Coordinat ion in Deeply Div ided Societ ies .  His book is under
contract  wi th Cambridge Universi ty Press and wi l l  be publ ished in the Comparat ive Const i tut ional
Law and Pol icy Ser ies.


