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ABSTRACT 
 

Singapore has joined the ‘club’ of countries that have comprehensive data protection legal regime.  Its 
Parliament passed the Personal Data Protection Act (PDPA) on 15 October 2012. Two main factors that 
motivated the Government to initiate the Act are: the consumer/public as well as economic interests in order to 
protect personal data and to enhance the country’s position as a business hub. It is acknowledged that the 
existing sectoral approach is inadequate. Explicitly, the PDPA seeks to achieve two key objectives: to ensure 
adequate safeguards to protect personal data and to promote greater trust in the private sector and strengthen 
the country’s overall economic competitiveness. This talk provides an assessment of the PDPA. A special 
attention is given to the consent requirement and its exceptions. Before doing so, the talk begins with a 
general perspective of personal data protection and followed by a discussion on the international legal 
instruments. It also offers a comparative analysis with the data protection legislation of other Asia-Pacific 
countries such as Malaysia, Korea, Taiwan and the Philippines.   
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