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It is widely thought that all cultures have religion. A more challenging account, by S.N. 

Balagangadhara, problematizes that proposition, arguing that some cultures have religion 

and others do not, explaining why the former account is so widely accepted. 

Balagangadhara’s account allows us to think about religion and cultural diversity in a more 

interesting way. I deal with its implications through case studies - the legislation against caste 

discrimination in Britain and a case on teaching yoga in state schools in California – and 

consider what happens when a religious culture like the West meets a pagan culture, viz. the 

Indian culture, in a context where Western law dominates. Western law promotes, in 
secularized form, the idea of Indian traditions as ‘false religions’.  
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 Admission is free 
 Closing Date of registration : 9 March 2014 

mailto:cals@nus.edu.sg

