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ABSTRACT

This presentation will examine recent decisions from litigation against the Osaka City Government
and related entities by employees who refused to respond to its 2012-tattoo survey. Tattoos have
become a global fashion statement and are a part of life in some societies, but for other people
they are still inextricably linked to social and cultural taboos.

What caused employees to pursue their claims through the courts when other employees
conformed to the City’s employment order and responded to the survey asking them whether they
have a tattoo, negotiated concessions through their professional association, or complained to an
internal department? Litigants stress the need to resist the government’s invasion of their privacy
and successfully used the Japanese courts to intervene. Are these cases part of larger struggles
between labour and government supported by motivated lawyers which are being played out in
Japan’s courts? How are the Japanese courts reacting to these claims?
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