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Abstract

Comparative law is feeling the significance of religious laws, but it doesn't quite know what to do with them. There is
some treatment of religious laws, but mostly on the margins — as “other laws” in macro- comparison, as “completely
other perspectives” in micro-comparison. By and large religious laws are more of an ornament for comparative law
rather than a proper subject. The strengthening of religious laws is categorized and dealt with as a problem for the
law: comparative law asks how the law of the state should interact with religious laws, but not what these religious
laws themselves have to say. This discrepancy between actual significance and scholarly treatment is a problem.
Naturally it is not enough to simply demand that comparative law pay more attention to religious laws. There are
reasons for the difficulties that comparative law has with religious laws and these reasons must be acknowledged. On
the one hand, it is necessary to have a better understanding of what it is we understand religious laws to be and, in
particular, what their religious character means for comparative law. On the other hand, however, some reflection is
needed with regard to how comparative law as a discipline must adjust if it seeks to adequately compare religious
laws.
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