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VINEETA SINHA (NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE)
Dr Sinha is Professor and Head of  the Department of  Sociology at  NUS. Her research interests
include Hindu rel ig iosi ty in the Diaspora,  intersect ions of  re l ig ion,  commodif icat ion and
consumption processes, interface of  re l ig ion and mater ia l i ty ,  re l ig ion-state encounters in colonial
and post-colonial  moments,  format ion of  concepts and categor ies in the social  sciences,
Eurocentr ic and Androcentr ic cr i t ique of  c lassical  sociological  theory,  pedagogy and innovat ing
al ternat ive teaching pract ices.  Besides numerous publ icat ions,  she is also Associate Edi tor  of  The
Sociological  Quarter ly,  Edi tor ia l  Board Member of  the American Ethnologist  and Co-Editor of  the
Rout ledge Internat ional  L ibrary of  Sociology.

Speakers' Bios:
DIAN SHAH (NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE) -  MODERATOR
Dr Shah is Assistant Professor at  the Facul ty of  Law, NUS. Her research interests includes law
and rel ig ion,  comparat ive const i tut ional  law, and human r ights,  and her work focuses on the
interact ion of  law, rel ig ion,  and pol i t ics in plural  and div ided societ ies.  Dian is the author of
Const i tut ions,  Rel ig ion and Pol i t ics in Asia:  Indonesia,  Malaysia and Sr i  Lanka (CUP 2017) and
the co-edi tor  of  a volume on Law and Society in Malaysia:  Plural ism, Rel ig ion and Ethnic i ty
(Rout ledge 2018).  She has also publ ished in the Internat ional  Journal  of  Const i tut ional  Law ( I -
CON) and Oxford Journal  of  Law and Rel ig ion.  She serves as Edi tor  of  the Asian Journal  of
Comparat ive Law (AsJCL).  

KENNETH DEAN (NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE)
Dr Dean is Raff les Professor of  Humanit ies and Head, Chinese Studies Department,  at  NUS. He is
Research Cluster Leader for  Rel ig ion and Global isat ion at  the Asia Research Inst i tute,  NUS. His
recent publ icat ions include Epigraphical  Mater ia ls on the History of  Rel ig ion in Fuj ian:  Zhangzhou
region, Fuzhou 2019, Secular ism in South,  East,  and Southeast Asia,  NY: Palgrave, (2018) co-
edi ted wi th Peter van der Veer,  and Chinese Epigraphy of  Singapore:  1819-1911 (2 vols.) ,
Singapore:  NUS Press (2017),  co-edi ted wi th Dr.  Hue Guan Thye.  He has also launched the
Singapore Histor ical  GIS (SHGIS) and Singapore Biographical  Database (SBDB) databases. 

MONA ORABY (AMHERST COLLEGE)
Dr Oraby is Assistant Professor of  Law, Jur isprudence, and Social  Thought at  Amherst  Col lege.
Her research focuses on membership and belonging at  the intersect ion of  administrat ive law,
rel ig ion,  and pol i t ics.  She is edi tor  of  the Social  Science Research Counci l ’s  The Immanent Frame,
a forum for interdiscipl inary exchange on secular ism, rel ig ion,  and the publ ic sphere.  She also
serves as a steer ing commit tee member of  the Secular ism and Secular i ty Uni t  of  the American
Academy of  Rel ig ion.  Her edi tor ia l  board memberships include Arab Law Quarter ly and Middle
East Law and Governance. She is complet ing her f i rst  book, How Wil l  We Know Who We Are?
Devot ion to the Administrat ive State.  

Book Editors' Bios:

ARIF A. JAMAL (NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE)
Dr Jamal is Associate Professor and Deputy Director of  the Centre for  Asian Legal  Studies (CALS)
at the Facul ty of  Law, NUS and co-Edi tor- in-Chief  of  the Asian Journal  of  Comparat ive Law. Ar i f ’s
research and teaching interests include law and rel ig ion,  law in Musl im contexts,  and legal  and
pol i t ical  theory.  He has held v is i t ing appointments wi th the law schools of  the Universi ty of  Trento,
Tel  Aviv Universi ty and City Universi ty of  Hong Kong and has been a Vis i t ing Researcher wi th the
Is lamic Legal  Studies Program at Harvard Law School .

DANIEL P.S. GOH (NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE)
Dr Goh is Associate Professor and Deputy Head of  the Department of  Sociology at  NUS. He
special izes in comparat ive-histor ical  sociology and studies state format ion,  race and
mult icul tural ism, urbanisms, and rel ig ion.  His edi ted books include Race and Mult icul tural ism in
Malaysia and Singapore (Rout ledge, 2009),  Worlding Mult icul tural isms: The Pol i t ics of  Inter-Asian
Dwel l ing (Rout ledge, 2015),  Precar ious Belongings: Affect  and Nat ional ism in Asia (Rowman &
Li t t lef ie ld,  2017),  Urban Asias:  Essays on Futur i ty Past and Present (JOVIS Ver lag, 2018),  and
Regulat ing Rel ig ion in Asia (Cambridge, 2019).  He is current ly co-Pr incipal  Invest igator of  the
Social  Science Research project ,  Chr ist iani ty in Urban Centres of  Southeast Asia.

JACLYN L. NEO (NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE)
Dr Neo is Associate Professor and Director of  the Centre for  Asian Legal  Studies (CALS) at  the
Facul ty of  Law, NUS. Her research special izat ion is in comparat ive const i tut ional  law. She is an
elected Counci l  Member of  Internat ional  Society for  Publ ic Law (ICON-S) and the co-founder of  the
Singapore Chapter of  ICON-S. She current ly serves on the Singapore Law Society ’s Publ ic and
Internat ional  Law Commit tee and the Singapore Academy of  Law’s Law Reform Commit tee, and
was recent ly appointed Professor ia l  Fel low to the AGC Academy.
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