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POOJA PARMAR (UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA)

Dr Pooja Parmar is an Associate Professor and President’'s Chair in Law and Indigeneity in a
Global Context at UVic Faculty of Law. She received PhD in Law and LLM degrees from UBC
Faculty of Law (now Allard Law), and her LLB degree from Panjab University in India. Prior to
commencing graduate research, she practiced law in New Delhi for several years. At UVic Law
she teaches legal ethics and professmnahsm property law, and international human rights law.
Her research focuses on the legal profession, ethical Iawyerlng and Indigeneity. One of her
current projects is a SSHRC-funded study of Indigenous laws as sources of ethical legal practice
in BC. Much of her research is informed by her interest in legal pluralism and legal history, and
by .questions of legal epistemology in multi-juridical spaces. In her published research she has
examined aspects of human right to water, Indigeneity, oral history and Indigenous claims,
lawyers as translators across legal worlds, intersections of law and colonialism, and land, law
and development. Her book titled Indigeneity and Legal Pluralism in India: Claims, Histories,
Meanings, published by Cambridge University Press in 2015, explores some of these issues in
the context of Indigenous protests against a Coca-Cola facility. Her paper titled ‘Reconciliation
and Ethical Lawyering: Some Thoughts on Cultural Competence’ on competence in the context of
the TRC Calls to Action received the CALT Prize for Scholarship of Teaching and Learning in
2020. She is the Vice president of the Canadian Association for Legal Ethics (CALE), serves on
the editorial board of the Canadian Journal of Law & Society, and on the Steering Committee of
the Centre for Asia Pacific Initiatives (CAPI).

HELENA WHALEN-BRIDGE (NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE)

Helena Whalen-Bridge is an Associate Professor of Law at the National University of Singapore.
A recipient of multiple competitive research grants and the 2019 Teresa Godwin Phelps Award
for Scholarship in Legal Communication, her research interests include legal ethics and access
to justice, legal narrative, and legal education. In_addition to The Role of Lawyers in Access to
Justice: Asian and Comparative Perspectives (CUP, 2022), her publications regarding access to
justice include Litigants in Persan: Principles and Practice in Civil and Family Matters in
Singapore, with Jaclyn Neo (SAL Academy Publishing, 2021), “Automated Document Assembly:
Access to Justice and Consumer Risk” (2020) Singapore Academy of Law Journal, and “The
Conceptualisation of Pro Bono.in Singapore” (2014) Asian Journal of Comparat/ve Law. She has
received NUS Teaching Excellence Awards and is an-Expert with the UNODC’s Education for
Justice project. She is a founding member of the Law Society of Singapore’s Project Law Help,
which helps provide legal information and support to charities and social enterprises. She has
also been .the Faculty Advisor for the Law Faculty’'s student Pro Bono Group since its inception
in 2005.

RICHARD WU (UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG)

Dr Richard Wu is an Associate Professor of the Faculty of Law at University of Hong Kong and
an Adjunct Professor of Peking University School of Transnational Law, China and National Yang
Ming Chiao Tung University School of Law, Taiwan. He is also a Visiting Professor at Tsinghua
University Law Schoaol; Visiting Scholar of Peking University Law School and Melbourne Law
School; and a Visiting Academic of the Faculty of Law at University College London. He
received numerous degrees from top institutions; LLB (HKU) PCLL (HKU), BSc (Economics), LLM
(London), MBA (Warwick), LLB, LLM _(Peking), LLM (IT and Telecommunications Law)
(Strathclyde) and PhD (London). He completed his doctoral dissertation at University of London,
and is active in interdisciplinary and empirical legal research. His research focuses-on four major
areas: Comparative Legal Ethics, Legal Education and Legal Profession; Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) Regulation, Chinese Banking Regulation and Comparative
Property and Urban Law. Currently, He is co-authoring a book manuscript titled “The Good
Chinese Lawyer” with two other international scholars, which will be published by Cambridge
University Press.

TENG LI (NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE)

Dr Teng Li is a Postdoctoral Fellow at the Centre for Asian Legal Studies at the National
University of Singapore. He graduated from the LLM in legal theory and JSD programs at NYU
School of Law. His scholarship focuses on the normative questions, assumptions, concepts,
principles, and methodological ideas that underlie legal and political institutions, as reflected in
the fields of general jurisprudence, political philosophy, and public law. His doctoral thesis
conceptualizes the legitimacy of the state in terms of justified coercion. It draws attention to the
normative implication that citizens are prohibited from resorting to physical force when the state
Is justified in monopolizing coercion. His current research explores the normative connection
between legality and legitimacy.



