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Speakers’ Bios
POOJA PARMAR (UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA)

Dr Pooja Parmar is an Associate Professor and President ’s Chair  in Law and Indigenei ty in a
Global  Context  at  UVic Facul ty of  Law. She received PhD in Law and LLM degrees from UBC
Facul ty of  Law (now Al lard Law),  and her LLB degree from Panjab Universi ty in India.  Pr ior  to
commencing graduate research, she pract iced law in New Delhi  for  several  years.  At  UVic Law
she teaches legal  ethics and professional ism, property law, and internat ional  human r ights law.
Her research focuses on the legal  profession, ethical  lawyer ing and Indigenei ty.  One of  her
current projects is a SSHRC-funded study of  Indigenous laws as sources of  ethical  legal  pract ice
in BC. Much of  her research is informed by her interest  in legal  p lural ism and legal  h istory,  and
by quest ions of  legal  epistemology in mult i - jur id ical  spaces. In her publ ished research she has
examined aspects of  human r ight  to water,  Indigenei ty,  oral  h istory and Indigenous claims,
lawyers as t ranslators across legal  wor lds,  intersect ions of  law and colonial ism, and land, law
and development.  Her book t i t led Indigenei ty and Legal  Plural ism in India:  Claims, Histor ies,
Meanings,  publ ished by Cambridge Universi ty Press in 2015, explores some of these issues in
the context  of  Indigenous protests against  a Coca-Cola faci l i ty .  Her paper t i t led ‘Reconci l iat ion
and Ethical  Lawyer ing: Some Thoughts on Cultural  Competence ’  on competence in the context  of
the TRC Cal ls to Act ion received the CALT Pr ize for  Scholarship of  Teaching and Learning in
2020. She is the Vice president of  the Canadian Associat ion for  Legal  Ethics (CALE),  serves on
the edi tor ia l  board of  the Canadian Journal  of  Law & Society,  and on the Steer ing Commit tee of
the Centre for  Asia Paci f ic  In i t iat ives (CAPI).

TENG LI (NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE) 
Dr Teng Li  is  a Postdoctoral  Fel low at  the Centre for  Asian Legal  Studies at  the Nat ional
Universi ty of  Singapore.  He graduated from the LLM in legal  theory and JSD programs at  NYU
School of  Law. His scholarship focuses on the normat ive quest ions,  assumptions, concepts,
pr inciples,  and methodological  ideas that under l ie legal  and pol i t ical  inst i tut ions,  as ref lected in
the f ie lds of  general  jur isprudence, pol i t ical  phi losophy, and publ ic law. His doctoral  thesis
conceptual izes the legi t imacy of  the state in terms of  just i f ied coercion. I t  draws at tent ion to the
normat ive impl icat ion that c i t izens are prohibi ted f rom resort ing to physical  force when the state
is just i f ied in monopol iz ing coercion. His current research explores the normat ive connect ion
between legal i ty and legi t imacy.

HELENA WHALEN-BRIDGE (NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE)
Helena Whalen-Br idge is an Associate Professor of  Law at the Nat ional  Universi ty of  Singapore.
A recipient of  mult ip le compet i t ive research grants and the 2019 Teresa Godwin Phelps Award
for Scholarship in Legal  Communicat ion,  her research interests include legal  ethics and access
to just ice,  legal  narrat ive,  and legal  educat ion.  In addi t ion to The Role of  Lawyers in Access to
Just ice:  Asian and Comparat ive Perspect ives (CUP, 2022),  her publ icat ions regarding access to
just ice include Lit igants in Person: Pr inciples and Pract ice in Civ i l  and Family Matters in
Singapore ,  wi th Jaclyn Neo (SAL Academy Publ ishing, 2021),  “Automated Document Assembly:
Access to Just ice and Consumer Risk” (2020) Singapore Academy of  Law Journal ,  and “The
Conceptual isat ion of  Pro Bono in Singapore” (2014) Asian Journal  of  Comparat ive Law .  She has
received NUS Teaching Excel lence Awards and is an Expert  wi th the UNODC’s Educat ion for
Just ice project .  She is a founding member of  the Law Society of  Singapore’s Project  Law Help,
which helps provide legal  informat ion and support  to char i t ies and social  enterpr ises.  She has
also been the Facul ty Advisor for  the Law Facul ty ’s student Pro Bono Group since i ts incept ion
in 2005.

RICHARD WU (UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG)
Dr Richard Wu is an Associate Professor of  the Facul ty of  Law at Universi ty of  Hong Kong and
an Adjunct Professor of  Peking Universi ty School  of  Transnat ional  Law, China and Nat ional  Yang
Ming Chiao Tung Universi ty School  of  Law, Taiwan. He is also a Vis i t ing Professor at  Tsinghua
Universi ty Law School ;  Vis i t ing Scholar of  Peking Universi ty Law School  and Melbourne Law
School;  and a Vis i t ing Academic of  the  Facul ty of  Law at Universi ty Col lege London. He
received numerous degrees from top inst i tut ions;  LLB (HKU) PCLL (HKU),  BSc (Economics),  LLM
(London),  MBA (Warwick),  LLB, LLM (Peking),  LLM (IT and Telecommunicat ions Law)
(Strathclyde) and PhD (London).  He completed his doctoral  d issertat ion at  Universi ty of  London,
and is act ive in interdiscipl inary and empir ical  legal  research. His research focuses on four major
areas: Comparat ive Legal  Ethics,  Legal  Educat ion and Legal  Profession; Informat ion and
Communicat ion Technology ( ICT) Regulat ion,  Chinese Banking Regulat ion and Comparat ive
Property and Urban Law. Current ly,  He is co-author ing a book manuscr ipt  t i t led “The Good
Chinese Lawyer ”  wi th two other internat ional  scholars,  which wi l l  be publ ished by Cambridge
Universi ty Press.


