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This book assesses territorial governance (that is, all forms of subnational governance) as a
constitutional artefact in five Southeast Asian countries - Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, the
Philippines, and Thailand.

Starting with the linked ideas of localism and subsidiarity, the argument is that these states have
used various forms of subsidiarity for dealing with ethnic and religious pluralism and the social
diversity for which Southeast Asia is especially noted. Territorial governance mechanisms
discussed range from decentralisation to special regional autonomy, federalism, and local
government, including village autonomy. A silent revolution has occurred in which our view of these
states as highly centralised 'developmental states' is in need of serious modification. Southeast
Asia, the book argues, presents a high degree of originality in the framing of territorial governance.
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PROFESSOR ANDREW JAMES HARDING (AUTHOR)
VISITING SCHOLAR PROFESSOR, CENTRE FOR ASIAN LEGAL STUDIES,
NUS LAW

Professor Andrew Harding is a leading scholar in the fields of Asian legal
studies and comparative constitutional law. He commenced his academic
career at NUS before moving to SOAS, University of London, where he
became Head of the School of Law. He joined NUS from the University of
Victoria, BC Canada, where he was Professor of Asia-Pacific Legal Relations
and Director of the Centre for Asia-Pacific Initiatives. At NUS he held the
positions of Director of the Centre for Asian Legal Studies, Director of the
Asian Law Institute, and Chief Editor of the Asian Journal of Comparative
Law.

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR DIAN A H SHAH
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, NUS LAW

Dian A H Shah is an Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Law, National
University of Singapore, where she teaches Constitutional Law and
Comparative Law in Asia. She is also the Deputy Director of the Centre for
Asian Legal Studies and the Co-Convenor of the Law and Religion research
cluster. Her research interests span the fields of law and religion,
comparative constitutional law and politics, and human rights, and her work
focuses on the interaction between law and politics in plural and divided
societies.

PROJECT ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR BRYAN DENNIS GABITO TIOJANCO
PROJECT ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, THE UNIVERSITY OF TOKYO

Bryan Dennis Gabito Tiojanco is a project associate professor at the
University of Tokyo’'s Graduate Schools of Law and Politics (2021-). He
obtained his Doctor of the Science of Law (2018) and Master of Laws (2014)
degrees from Yale Law School. He obtained his Juris Doctor degree (2009;
cum laude) from the University of the Philippines College of Law, where he
was a professorial lecturer (2012-2013). He is a member of the Integrated
Bar of the Philippines.




