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SECOND EDITION 

The Constitution 

of Malaysia 
Andrew Harding 

“This book should find its place 
in every person’s library ... [it is] 
a resource for engagement and 
vital critical discourse.” – Philip T. N. 

Koh, Star2 

This is a welcome new edition of the 

seminal introduction to Malaysia’s 

constitution by the leading expert in 

the field. Retaining its comprehensive approach, it examines 

constitutional governance in light of authoritarianism and 

continuing inter-communal strife, as well as examining the 

impact of colonisation on Malaysia’s legal public law structure. 

Updated throughout to include all statutory and case law 

developments, it also retains its socio-political perspective. A 

must read for all students and scholars of Malaysian law. 

May 2022 | 9781509927432 | 288pp | Pbk | UP: SGD 52.95 

 
 

 

The Constitutional 

System of Thailand 
A Contextual Analysis 
Andrew Harding 

and Peter Leyland 

This book assesses the attempt 

to establish a modern system of 

democratic government in Thailand 

against the background of Thai 

politics and culture. The fact that 

since 1932, when it became a 

constitutional monarchy, Thailand 

has had 18 constitutions speaks of an unstable political 

system which has seen rapid and repeated fluctuations 

between military rule and elected government. The main 

focus of this study is a critical discussion of the institutional 

frameworks which have been established under recent 

constitutions. 

Individual chapters deal with: Thai history and context, 

including the role of the monarchy and the military, and of 

constitutional drafting processes; parliament and elections; 

the executive branch of government, including the role of 

ministers, the civil service, of a contracting state and of anti- 

corruption initiatives; the structure and challenges of local 

government, including discussion of the southern insurgency; 

the Constitutional Court and constitutional enforcement; 

the constitutional role of administrative law and of the 

administrative courts; the constitutional protection of human 

rights, with freedom of speech as a particular case study. 

Apr 2011 | 9781841139722 | 274pp | Pbk | UP: SGD 56.90 

NOW IN PAPERBACK 

Constitutionalism and 

Legal Change in Myanmar 
Edited by Andrew Harding with 

the assistance of Khin Khin Oo 

Myanmar’s Constitution of 2008 

was the ‘road map’ for the reform 

process that began in 2011. 

Despite extensive criticism of 

this Constitution for its emphasis 

on the role of the military, much 

progress has been made towards 

constitutional government and law reform. Now is the time 

to consider the Constitution and prospects and needs for 

constitutional change as Myanmar moves towards democracy 

and the rule of law. 

Much has been made of the Constitution’s rigidity, which 

is seen as an obstacle to reform and inconsistent with 

embracing the rule of law, human rights and multi-party 

democracy, especially with a rapidly transforming state and 

society. Nonetheless, the Constitution is also seen as having 

potential to be a very positive force for reform. 

Many issues arise now for constitutionalism and constitutional 

change: presidency; federalism and territorial governance; 

the status of minorities and freedom of religion; civil liberties 

in what is described as a ‘discipline-flourishing democracy’; 

the courts, justice and the rule of law; the electoral system; 

and many more. This book is an attempt to gauge the extent 

and potential for the entrenchment of constitutionalism in 

Myanmar in a rapidly changing environment. 

Jun 2019 | 9781509929771 | 312pp | Pbk | UP: SGD 78.50 

 
NOW IN PAPERBACK 

Central-Local Relations 
in Asian Constitutional 
Systems 
Edited by Andrew Harding 

and Mark Sidel 

This book examines territorial 

governance in Asia in the context 

of central-local relations. In an era 

of attempts to deal with issues 

such as decentralisation, conflict 

involving ethnic and religious 

enclaves, and demands for regional autonomy, it is timely to 

examine central-local relations in a pan-Asian perspective, 

assessing the attempts in a range of different constitutional 

systems from Japan to Myanmar to re-order constitutional 

structures for local government. The book looks at the 

constitutional systems for organising central-local relations 

in Asia and attempts to draw conclusions from contemporary 

experiences. 

Mar 2018 | 9781509921072 | 192pp | Pbk | UP: SGD 76.50 

 
 

Get your copy now at https://readabook.store 
*Discount is only applicable to books purchased at the Book Launch on April 10, 2025. 

 15% 
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