
KYLE ROZEMA
Professor of Law
Northwestern
University -
Pritzker School of
Law

SPEAKER: MODERATOR:

C A L S  L U N C H  T A L K

T H U R S D A Y
5  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 6
1 2  P M  t o  1 . 3 0  P M
U T 2 6  S a g a  C o l l e g e  C M L  M e e t i n g  R o o m
( R C 1 - 0 1 - 0 5 6 E )
( N U S  L a w :  K e n t  R i d g e  C a m p u s )

R e g i s t e r  h e r e  b y  3  F e b  ( l i m i t e d  s l o t s ) :
h t t p s : / / t i n y u r l . c o m / C A L S L T 2 0 2 6 0 2 0 5 - r e g
L u n c h  w i l l  b e  c a t e r e d  f o r  r e g i s t e r e d  p a r t i c i p a n t s

WHAT OCCUPATIONAL
LICENSING
REQUIREMENTS PROTECT
THE PUBLIC?
EVIDENCE FROM THE
LEGAL PROFESSION

PROGRAMME
1 1 . 4 5 A M  R e g i s t r a t i o n  a n d  L u n c h
1 2 . 1 0 P M  W e l c o m e  A d d r e s s
1 2 . 0 5 P M  T a l k  b y  S p e a k e r
1 . 0 0 P M  Q & A

CHEN
WEITSENG
Associate
Professor
National
University of
Singapore

A b o u t  t h e  T a l k
P r o f e s s o r  R o z e m a  i n v e s t i g a t e s  w h i c h  t y p e s  o f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  l i c e n s i n g
r e q u i r e m e n t s  e f f e c t i v e l y  p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c .  H e  e m p l o y s  p r o f e s s i o n a l
d i s c i p l i n e  a s  a  m e a s u r e  o f  h a r m  a n d  l e v e r a g e s  s u b s t a n t i a l  s t a t e - l e v e l
v a r i a t i o n  i n  d i s t i n c t i v e  l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  A m e r i c a n  l a w y e r s .
U s i n g  d a t a  f r o m  3 4  s t a t e s  b e t w e e n  1 9 8 4  a n d  2 0 1 9 ,  h e  f i n d s  e v i d e n c e
s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t  r e d u c e  h a r m  a r e  t h o s e
t h a t  r e s t r i c t  e n t r y  f o r  c e r t a i n  h i g h - r i s k  i n d i v i d u a l s .  E v e n  w i t h  t h e s e
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  t a k e s  m o r e  t h a n  a  d e c a d e  a f t e r  a  l a w y e r
o b t a i n s  a  l i c e n s e  f o r  a n y  n o t i c e a b l e  r e d u c t i o n  i n  h a r m  t o  m a t e r i a l i z e ,
a n d  t h e  c u m u l a t i v e  i m p a c t  o n  h a r m  r e m a i n s  s m a l l  i n  a b s o l u t e  t e r m s .



KYLE ROZEMA
Professor of Law
Northwestern
University -
Pritzker School of
Law

SPEAKER:

MODERATOR:

CALS LUNCH TALK

5 February 2026 (Thursday ) , 12 .00 PM to 1 . 30 PM
UT26 Saga Co l lege CML Meet ing Room (RC1 -01 -056E)

(NUS Law: Kent R idge Campus )

WHAT OCCUPATIONAL
LICENSING
REQUIREMENTS PROTECT
THE PUBLIC?
EVIDENCE FROM THE
LEGAL PROFESSION

CHEN
WEITSENG
Associate Professor
National University
of Singapore

Ky l e Rozema i s i n t e r e s t ed i n unde r s t and i ng a l l
a spec t s o f t he l ega l p r o f e s s i on and l ega l
i n s t i t u t i on s . Much o f h i s r e s ea r ch f o cu se s on
s tudy i ng how soc i e t y shou l d s t r u c tu r e and
r egu l a t e the l ega l p r o f e s s i on , c ou r t s , and l aw
schoo l s . O the r pa r t s o f h i s r e s ea r ch exp l o r e mo re
de s c r i p t i v e a spec t s o f t he p ro f e s s i on , i n c l ud i ng
documen t i ng d i v e r s i t y a l ong se ve r a l d imens i on s .
A common th r ead o f h i s r e s ea r ch i s co l l e c t i ng
nove l da t a and deve l op i ng emp i r i c a l me thods t o
p ro v i de new f a c t s and i n s i gh t s t o he l p c r e a t e a
be t t e r l ega l s y s t em .

Chen We i t s eng i s a spec i a l i s t i n compa r a t i v e
A s i an l aw , w i t h a f o cu s on g rea t e r Ch i na , l aw and
deve l opmen t , p r ope r t y l aw , and f i n anc i a l
i n s t i t u t i on s . He r e ce i v ed h i s J SD f r om Ya l e Law
Schoo l a s a Fu l b r i gh t S cho l a r and was p r e v i ou s l y a
Hew l e t t Fe l l ow a t S t an f o rd Un i v e r s i t y . Be f o r e
j o i n i ng NUS Law , he p r a c t i s ed a t Dav i s Po l k &
Wa rdwe l l . H i s r e s ea r ch add r e s s e s au tho r i t a r i an
l ega l i t y and p rope r t y r i gh t s t r an s i t i on s , and he
ha s pub l i s hed two book s w i t h Cambr i dge
Un i v e r s i t y P r e s s .


