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The aim of this book is to show how a robust commitment to autonomy justifies and shapes property law in a
liberal polity. Property, I argue, is an empowering device. Property can be legitimate to the extent that the
authority it confers is indeed conducive to people’s personal self-determination. This means that a genuinely
liberal property regime must comply with two fundamental prescriptions: structural pluralism and relational
justice.
A liberal property law should be conceptualized in structurally pluralistic terms. It should cultivate the
heterogeneity of our existing property law, because a multiplicity of property types facilitates a rich diversity
of interpersonal relationships needed for adequate self-determination. Property’s facilitation of this
autonomy-enhancing pluralism is crucial because collective action problems, bounded rationality, and
cognitive failures imply that a lack of proactive legal support undermines many types of interactions, and,
thus, hinders people’s ability to pursue their own conception of the good.
Property must also vindicate our claims to relational justice, which derive from the very same notion of
reciprocal respect to self-determination that underlies property’s own legitimacy. Both owners and nonowners should treat each other as free and equal persons and thus respect each other not only as abstract
beings, but rather as the persons they actually are. This means that alongside “strong” property types with
unaccountable rights to exclude, property law should also facilitate other property types, which should be
subject to non-owners’ claims to access and, more broadly, to respect.
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