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SUMMARY 
 
In a number of recent articles I have attempted to refine our understanding of the concept of 
liberty (permission). In this paper I address what happens when we examine the implications of a 
fuller understanding of liberty, including its relational aspects, in a social context. In this broader 
context individual liberty is commonly expected to satisfy the twin objectives of individual self-
realization and social cohesion. I suggest that recognition of a plurality of liberties among a number 
of individuals produces a conundrum: the evident advantages of a single individual possessing a 
liberty cannot be transferred to a greater number of beneficiaries. Having posed this conundrum, 
the question explored here is whether a principle of individual liberty can retain its foundational 
standing in the construction of (Western) society. 
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