
 

 

 

CML SEMINAR SERIES 
Multimodal Transport Law: Systems and Rules 

SPEAKER 
Dr Michiel Spanjaart 

Visiting Senior Research Fellow,  
Centre for Maritime Law 

CONVENOR 
Professor Stephen Girvin, MPA Professor of Maritime Law 

 

 
ABOUT THIS EVENT 
 

A multimodal contract of carriage requires more than one means of transportation to carry the goods to their destination. As there is (currently) 
no international convention on multimodal transportation, the parties to such a contract in principle enjoy freedom of contract. In practice, 
however, it is somewhat more complicated than that. Some multimodal contracts of carriage are mandatorily governed by unimodal conventions, 
see e.g. article 18 of the Montreal Convention. Sometimes, an individual leg within a multimodal contract of carriage is governed by a mandatory 
unimodal convention, e.g. Quantum Corp Inc. v. Plane Trucking Ltd [2002] EWCA Civ 350; [2002] 2 Lloyd’s Rep. 25. On other occasions, a multimodal 
contract of carriage may be subject to a mandatory network system, e.g. in Germany and the Netherlands, or under the Rotterdam Rules (not yet 
in force). 

 
ABOUT THE SPEAKER 

 

 

 Dr Michiel Spanjaart was a Post-doctoral Fellow at NUS from August 2013 to July 2015 and a Visiting Professor at NUS in 
August 2015, where he taught an intensive elective course on Multimodal Transport Law. He obtained his LLB at the 
University of Utrecht in 1996 and his PhD at the Erasmus University, Rotterdam, in 2012. His thesis, Vorderingsrechten uit 
cognossement (“Title to sue under bills of lading”), was published as a book by Paris Uitgeverij in 2012.  
 
Dr Spanjaart is currently an Assistant Professor at Erasmus University as well as an advocate with Kneppelhout & Korthals 

Advocaten.  Prior to joining Kneppelhout & Korthals Advocaten, he was a partner with Padberg Spanjaart Advocaten, and 

before that with DLA Piper. His practice areas include trade, transport and insurance. Routledge will publish his new book, 

Multimodal Transport Law, in August/September 2017. 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND 

Lawyers, In-house counsel and legal officers working in the maritime industry and in commercial trade, ship owners, banks and financial 
institutions, freight forwarders, traders, charterers, forwarders and those handling claims arising in maritime and commercial contexts. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Venue: 
Maxwell Chambers Pte Ltd 
32 Maxwell Road #03-01 Singapore 069115  
Date and Time: 
Thursday, 20 July 2017  
Event Programme 
16:00    : Registration 
 

16:30 : Start of Seminar 
 

17:30 : Discussion (Q&A) 
 

17:45 : Refreshments 

18:00 : End of Event 
 

 

 

This event is complimentary. Limited Seats! 
Register at   

http://tinyurl.com/CMLSSJUL20  

 
Closing date: 

Thursday, 13 July 2017 
 

For any enquiries, e-mail us at  cml@nus.edu.sg  or contact 
Ms. Jothi at Tel: +65 6516 1305. 

Public CPD Points: 1 
Practice Area:  
Admiralty Practice/ Shipping  
Training Level: General  

Participants who wish to claim CPD Points are reminded that they must 
comply strictly with the Attendance Policy set out in the CPD Guidelines. 
This includes signing in on arrival and signing out at the conclusion of the 
activity in the manner required by the organiser, and not being absent 
from the entire activity for more than 15 minutes. Participants who do not 
comply with the Attendance Policy will not be able to obtain CPD Points 
for attending the activity. Please refer to www.sileCPDcentre.sg for more 
information. 
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