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It is a general principle of insurance contract law that the insurer will only be liable for losses proximately caused by one of the perils listed in the
policy. The question of causation becomes complex where the loss is due to a combination of concurrent causes of approximately equal efficiency.
Under the common law, the general principle is that the insurer will not be liable for the loss where one of the concurrent proximate causes is
excluded. Where the insured cannot establish which of the perils (the insured or the excluded peril) caused the loss, or where none of the concurrent
causes seem inherently likely, there will be no cover. Chinese law, by contrast, is silent on concurrent causation in insurance and the Chinese courts
take a different approach from the common law. The insurer will be liable for the loss caused by an insured peril in proportion if an excluded peril
caused the loss proximately and concurrently. If it cannot be determined which of the perils caused a loss, the insurer will be liable for the loss
according to the corresponding proportion. However, the proportion is uncertain and unpredictable because it falls within the discretion of judge
in the case. This seminar will analyse the issue of concurrent causation under the common law and Chinese law, and outline the fundamental
difference in respect of concurrent causation between the common law and Chinese law.

Dr Zhao Liang is an Assistant Professor of School of Law at City University of Hong Kong. He obtained his LLB at Dalian
Maritime University, LLM from University of Southampton, and PhD at the University of Hong Kong. His research interests
include maritime law, insurance law, conflict of laws, and arbitration law. He has published academic papers in reputable
journals, including the Journal of Business Law, Lloyd’s Maritime and Commercial Law Quarterly, Tulane Maritime Law
Journal, Journal of International Maritime Law, etc. He is Deputy Editor-in-Chief of the Chinese Maritime and Commercial
Law Reports (Informa UK). He has written a chapter on ship finance for Maritime Law and Practice in Hong Kong (Sweet &
Maxwell Asia 2015) and co-authored a book, Maritime Law and Practice in China (Routledge 2017). He is a member of the
' Hong Kong Maritime Law Association, the Hong Kong Insurance Law Association, and the China Maritime Law Association.

Lawyers, in-house counsel, and legal officers and claims handlers working in the maritime, insurance and reinsurance industry, and P & | Clubs.

Maxwell Chambers Pte Ltd 1600 : Registration Register at

32 Maxwell Road, Singapore 069115 ~ 1630  : Start of Seminar https://nus.edu/2YEwOwc
1730 : Discussion (Q&A)
1745 : Refreshments
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Wednesday, 31 July 2019 1800 : End of Event
1630 to 1800
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