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ABSTRACT 
The media hysteria generated by the Leveson Inquiry Report raises important questions about the delicate 
balance between privacy and freedom of expression, and the efficacy of press self-regulation. The English 
law, since the enactment of the Human Rights Act 1998, has undergone a tectonic shift in its protection of 
‘private life’ under Article 8 of the ECHR, now assimilated into domestic law. But the recognition by the 
House of Lords of the ‘right of personal privacy’ invites controversy and ambiguity. The lecture traces this 
unhappy development, suggesting that in balancing privacy and free speech, the law ought to avoid the 
vagueness and promiscuous use of the concept of privacy by acknowledging that the protection of ‘personal 
information’ lies at the heart of our anxieties about its fragility, both online and off. This – and several other 
advances – are best achieved, it will be argued, by clearly drafted legislation. 
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REGISTRATION 
There is no registration fee for this seminar but seats are limited. 
A light sandwich lunch will be provided for successful registrants. 
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