
‘With great power comes great responsibility; absolute power corrupts absolutely.’

The rapid evolution of generative AI, akin to ChatGPT, has reignited a global fervour regarding the power and
perils of the current wave of AI innovation, bolstered by big data analytics. Policymakers worldwide are
increasingly focused on sustainable AI governance that can both promote technological innovation and
provide safeguards for its widespread application. Achieving balanced AI governance, however, is a
significant challenge due to the inherent complexities of the technology, which include high level of
autonomy, efficiency and opacity. A case in point is the EU AI Act's deliberations, widely praised as the
world's first comprehensive AI law fostering the development of ‘secure’, ‘trustworthy’, and ‘ethical’ AI.

This research presents a comparative and institutional analysis of law and policy regarding AI governance in
China, encompassing the status quo, the political economy context, and future reform proposals. This
analysis also sheds light on the conundrums of global AI governance amid escalating geopolitical
competition. The first part contextualises AI innovation in China within the global landscape of technological
development. It posits that while China may dominate in certain sectors, it lags in numerous aspects of
foundational research in the race for global technology leadership. The second part delineates the key
Chinese laws and policies related to AI governance, including the ‘Made in China 2025’, ‘Deep Synthesis
Regulation’, and ‘Generative AI Regulation’. Its aim is to dissect China's distinctive regulatory approach, such
as its heavy reliance on a licensing scheme as a form of ex-ante regulation, and contrast it with practices in
the EU and the US. The third part undertakes an institutional analysis of these unique regulatory measures,
questioning how China's AI governance system intertwines with the Party-State-Market triangle and how this
interplay is influenced by institutional path dependency. The fourth section offers reform proposals to
balance the multifaceted risks and benefits of this general-purpose technology within a conducive
regulatory environment that promotes accountability, explainability, and inclusivity. The final section
concludes with a future research agenda.
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Dr You Chuanman
Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen

Dr YOU Chuanman is currently heading the IIA Centre for Regulation and
Global Governance, Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen campus.
He is also an Adjunct Senior Research Fellow at the EW Barker Centre for
Law & Business, NUS faculty of law. Prior to that, he had the privilege to
pursue his academic passion in several institutions, including but not
limited to, Singapore Management University, Tel Aviv University,
University of Sussex and University of Hamburg. 

Dr. You‘s research expertise lies in Data and Platform Governance, M&A
and Corporate Law, FinTech and Financial Regulation. His research results
have appeared in high quality publication outlets, including Computer Law
& Security Review, Capital Markets Law Journal, European Business Law
Review, Company Lawyer, Business Law Review, Law Yearbook of China,
Law Science (《法学》英⽂版), and etc.

SPEAKER

Associate Professor Lin Lin
NUS Law

Dr. Lin Lin is an Associate Professor at NUS Law. She specializes in corporate
law, corporate finance and Chinese corporate and securities law. She teaches
Alternative Investments, Chinese Corporate and Securities Law, Private Equity
and Venture Capital: Law and Practice, among others, at NUS Law. Lin has
published in leading journals in her field. Her sole-authored monograph Venture
Capital Law in China (Cambridge University Press, 2021) was selected in the
International Corporate Law and Financial Market Regulation series at
Cambridge University Press. 
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