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CORPORATE GOVERNANCE:
LEGAL AND THEORETICAL
PERSPECTIVES

THURSDAY, 28 AUGUST 2025 || 4:00PM TO 5:15PM (SGT) || SR 5-5 (TBC), NUS LAW

N US EW Barker Centre for Law & Business
National University Faculty of LaW

of Singapore

DR. PETER UNDERWOOD

SENIOR LECTURER
AUCKLAND LAW SCHOOL

ABOUT

This seminar delves into the foundational pillars and theoretical underpinnings of corporate law and governance, scrutinising the
role of law in regulating corporations. It will dissect the key characteristics of modern companies, questioning whether the law
must 'out of necessity' provide for these traits and what implications arise from this necessity. Moving beyond the doctrinal 'what,'
this session builds on the maxim 'Policy matters' to explore the 'why' behind modern corporations and how global governance
frameworks address this inquiry.

Moore and Petrin, in their seminal text, assert that "corporate governance remains somewhat an uncertain and contested term."
By examining legal theory, doctrine, and history, this seminar aims to elucidate these contentions. It will explore why these
uncertainties exist and whether any certainty can be derived from probing the question of 'why.'

Furthermore, the session will engage with contemporary debates and examples to illustrate how different jurisdictions approach
corporate governance. Participants will gain insights into the dynamic interplay between law, theory, and how this shapes
corporate behaviour, fostering a deeper understanding of the complexities involved. This comprehensive exploration will equip
attendees with a nuanced perspective on the evolving landscape of corporate governance and its regulatory challenges.

PROGRAMME REGISTRATION

$98.10 (incl. 9% GST)

3:30PM Registration /
Complimentary for NUS Staff & Students

4:00PM Presentation by Dr. Peter Underwood

5:00PM Q&A session moderated by Prof. Tjio Hans Register at http://bit.ly/3Z46AK8
or scan the QR code
5:15PM End of Event

Closing Date: 25 August 2025
Contact: ewbclb@nus.edu.sg
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AUCKLAND LAW SCHOOL

Dr. Peter Underwood is a Senior Lecturer at Auckland Law School. Before joining the University of Auckland,
Dr. Underwood was a Lecturer in Law at Exeter Law School in the UK, where he taught Company Law,
Principles of Corporate Law, Contract Law, Property Law, and Jurisprudence. During his tenure at Exeter, he
served as Co-Director of the Research Centre for Commercial and Company Law. Dr. Underwood holds a
PhD from the University of Exeter (UK), an LL.M from the University of Law, Bristol (UK), and an LL.B from
Nottingham Law School (UK). He joined Auckland Law School in 2024.

Dr. Underwood’s research interests lie in the field of Corporate Law, with a particular focus on Corporate
Governance and corporate theory. He has extensively investigated the tensions between shareholder
capitalism and stakeholder capitalism, contributing significant scholarship on this topic. His monograph,
titled Corporate Group Legitimacy, explores the power dynamics within large multinational corporations,
evaluating the legitimacy of wielding significant power. Additionally, he has recently authored works
advocating for a reconsideration of shareholder primacy, proposing that a shift towards a pluralist model
could mitigate current tensions.

Dr. Underwood is also deeply interested in the intersection of technology and corporate law, examining how
technological advancements can benefit corporate law and vice versa. He is currently co-editor of a special
issue on Al and The Corporation for Cambridge University Press.

PROFESSOR TJIO HANS
NUS Law

Hans has taught at the Faculty of Law, NUS, since 1990, and was previously Director of the Centre for
Banking and Finance Law and Centre for Commercial Law Studies. He has published widely in international
and local journals, and has written or cowritten books on company law, securities regulation and trust law.
He is also a contributor to Halsbury’'s Laws of Singapore on contract law and to Palmer's Company Law
(Geoffrey Morse ed).

He was previously seconded to the Monetary Authority of Singapore and the Ministry of Law. He is presently
serving on the Securities Industry Council, as Deputy Chairman of the SGX Listing Advisory Committee, and
a consultant with TSMP Law Corporation. He has been a visiting professor at National Taiwan University,
Auckland and Shanghai’s ECUPL and a visiting scholar at Stanford and Melbourne. He has also delivered
public lectures at the law schools of NTU, Tsinghua and Zhejiang Universities and West Bengal National
University of Juridical Sciences.



