
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This lecture will focus on the role of law in constituting ‘charity’ as a 
mode of social interaction. We will begin by reflecting on how law has 
played a key role historically in defining a charity sector with its own 
distinctive character setting it apart from government, the business 
sector, the family, and even non-charitable civil society organisations. 
We will then turn to recent developments calling into question historical 
distinctions between: (a) charities and government; (b) charities and 
the business sector; and (c) charities and political organisations. Finally, 
we will explore how law should respond to these recent developments, 
exploring several possible futures for the charity sector as we go. We will 
conclude by considering whether law should continue to constitute 
charity as it has done historically, or whether law should now allow 
charity (in the legal sense) to wither and die in favour of other modes of 

social interaction better suited to contemporary conditions. 
 

ABOUT THE SPEAKER 
 

Matthew Harding is Professor of Law and Deputy Dean at Melbourne 

Law School. 
 

Matthew’s research interests lie in moral and political philosophy, the 

theory and doctrines of equity, property law, judicial practice and 

precedent, and the law of charities and other not-for-profits. He has 

published and taught widely in these fields, and is the author of 

Charity Law and the Liberal State (Cambridge University Press, 2014). 

Matthew has also edited or co-edited several collections, including 

Fiduciaries and Trust: Ethics, Politics, Economics and Law (Cambridge 

University Press 2020) with Professor Paul Miller; The Research 

Handbook on Not-for-Profit Law (Edward Elgar, 2018); Not-for-Profit 

Law: Theoretical and Comparative Perspectives (Cambridge 

University Press, 2014) with Professors Ann O’Connell and Miranda Stewart; and Exploring 

Private Law (Cambridge University Press, 2010) with Professor Elise Bant. Matthew is an editor 

of the Journal of Equity, a member of the Advisory Board of Oxford Studies in Private Law 

Theory, the President of the Charity Law Association of Australia and New Zealand and a 

member of the Charities and Not-for-Profits Committee of the Law Council of Australia. He has 

been a visiting scholar at the University of Toronto, Queen's University Belfast, the University of 

Otago, the University of the Western Cape and Florida State University.

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.00PM : Registration & Reception 

7.00PM : Lecture  

8.00PM : End  

 

 
 

There is no registration fee for this lecture but 

seats are limited. 

Visit https://nus.edu/35Yb2wT or 

Scan the QR Code below to register by  

10 January 2020 (Friday) 5.00 PM 

 

CONTACT PERSON  

Alexandria Chan 

(E) rescle@nus.edu.sg 

(T) 6516 7499 
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Public CPD Point: 1 

Practice Area: Others 

Training Level: Foundation 

 

Participants who wish to obtain CPD Points are reminded that 

they must comply strictly with the Attendance Policy set out in 

the CPD Guidelines. For this activity, this includes arriving 

punctually, not leaving the activity before it has ended, and 

signing in on arrival and signing out at the conclusion of the 

activity in the manner required by the organiser. Participants 

who do not comply with the Attendance Policy will not be able 

to obtain CPD Points for attending the activity. Please refer to 

http://www.sileCPDcentre.sg for more information. 
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