
 

 

 

CML SEMINAR SERIES 
MAKING SENSE OF THE TWO FACES OF SEAWORTHINESS 

 

SPEAKER 
Dr Michael Sevel 

Visiting Senior Research Fellow, Centre for Maritime Law 
Senior Lecturer, University of Sydney Law School 

 

 

ABOUT THIS EVENT 
 

Over the last century or so, seaworthiness has come to be understood in two general but distinct ways: as the condition of a ship, and as the duty 
of a shipowner to ensure the ship is in such a condition. The first conception was developed predominantly, though not exclusively, by common 
law courts; the second arose primarily from marine insurance practices and international legal regimes, beginning with the Hague Rules, to regulate 
carriage of goods by sea.  Many courts, as well as scholars, often assume that these two conceptions form a seamless, univocal concept of 
seaworthiness in admiralty and maritime law across jurisdictions. I will suggest that there are reasons to doubt this assumption and that there may 
be more distance between these conceptions than often thought, indeed, that these are two fundamentally different legal conceptions of 
seaworthiness.  I examine the historical and practical reasons for each conception, and consider the prospects of making sense of each in a more 
general explanation of seaworthiness principles, as they feature in more specific familiar contexts, such as carriage of goods by sea, marine 
insurance, and liability for injury to seamen. 

 

ABOUT THE SPEAKER 

 

 

 Michael Sevel joined the University of Sydney Law School in 2012. Previously, he was Visiting Professor of Maritime Law at 
the University of Miami, Faculty Fellow at Tulane University, and Max Weber Fellow at the European University Institute.  
He is a graduate of the University of Texas at Austin (PhD 2010, MA 2010, JD 2008), Virginia Tech University (MA 2001), and 
the University of Southern Mississippi (BA 1999). Michael has published articles in the Journal of Maritime Law & Commerce, 
the University of Miami Law Review, and many other journals, and regularly teaches admiralty and maritime law in Australia 
and the United States. His current research interests are in the conceptual foundations and unity of admiralty and maritime 
law. Michael is an Academic Fellow of the Centre for Maritime Law. 

 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND 

Maritime lawyers, criminal lawyers, in-house counsel and legal officers in the shipping industry and affiliated with shipping. Government, Registry 
and Port representatives. 

 

 

 

 

Event Programme   
16:00    : Registration 

16:30 : Introduction & Start 
  of Seminar 

17:30 : Refreshments 

17:45 : Discussion (Q&A) 

18:30 : End of Event 
 

  

   
   
   
   

 

 

Venue:  
Maxwell Chambers Pte Ltd 
32 Maxwell Road, Singapore 069115 
 

 

Date  
Thursday, 22 February 2018 

 

 

  
  
  

 

 

This event is complimentary. Limited Seats! 
Register at   

https://tinyurl.com/CMLSSFEB22    

 
Closing date: 

Thursday, 15 February 2018 
 

For any enquiries, e-mail us at  cml@nus.edu.sg  or contact 
Ms. Jothi at Tel: +65 6516 1305. 

 

Public CPD Points: 1 
Practice Area: Admiralty/Shipping 
Training Level: General  

Participants who wish to claim CPD Points are reminded that they must 
comply strictly with the Attendance Policy set out in the CPD Guidelines. 
For this activity, this includes signing in on arrival and signing out at the 
conclusion of the activity in the manner required by the organiser, and not 
being absent from the entire activity for more than 15 minutes. 
Participants who do not comply with the Attendance Policy will not be 
able to obtain CPD Points for attending the activity. Please refer to 
http://www.sileCPDcentre.sg for more information. 
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