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ABOUT THE SPEAKER

The postponement of Edward VII’s coronation in
June 1902 caused numerous parties to litigate over
the contractual arrangements they had made in
anticipation of coronation celebrations.  These
cases have long been recognised as important in
the development of the doctrine of frustration in
the common law; they also stand at the boundary
between contract and unjust enrichment. And yet
these are troublesome cases: they appear
contradictory; they turn on fine distinctions; and
they produced consequences so unjust as to
attract later judicial criticism and legislative
intervention. This article situates the coronation
cases in their historical setting.It is argued that not
only is the modern understanding of these cases
flawed but also that their seminal role in the
development of the modern doctrine of
frustration, with all its attendant problems, has
been misunderstood. A legal history of these cases
informs our understanding in a manner which
allows reforms to the modern law.
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