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MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE AND THE DUTY
TO ADVISE - BEYOND AUTONOMY

WEDNESDAY, 26 AUGUST 2026 | 630PM TO 830PM
YALE-NUS HALL, NUS LAW (UTOWN)

This book argues that the emphasis on autonomy has distorted
orthodox negligence principles, contributing to uncertainty and angst
amongst healthcare professionals while eroding trust in the doctor-
patient relationship. This work takes the current discourse beyond
autonomy - which focuses on the rights of the patient, to agency and
shared decision-making — which focus on the relationship between
doctor and patient. Provocatively, this work argues against an
individualistic, rights-based approach to negligence — which can be
confrontational - in favour of a relational, human obligations
approach. Drawing on the theoretical analysis, the book identifies
doctrinal anomalies in the duty of care, standard of care, causation,
and damage.
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PROGRAMME

6.00PM Registration
6.30PM Welcome Address by Prof Andrew Simester (NUS Law)

6.35PM Opening Address by Chief Justice Sundaresh Menon
(Supreme Court of Singapore)

6.50PM Discussant 1 - Prof Christian Witting (NUS Law)
7.00PM Discussant 2 - Assoc Prof Anantham Devanand (SGH)
7.10PM Discussant 3 - Ms Rebecca Chew (Rajah & Tann Asia)
7.20PM Response from Prof Kumar Amirthalingam (NUS Law)

7.35PM Panel Discussion / Commentary
- Assoc Prof Tracey Evan Chan (NUS Law)

8.05PM End of Book Launch
Commencement of Reception
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