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The book is completed by a valuable bibliography of works
consulted, a table of the basic relevant statutes of each member state,
and a map of the Commonwealth as of 1983.

The publication of this book with its focus on constitutional
and international legal issues is timely. The U.S. intervention in
Grenada, a Commonwealth member, in October 1983 alerted public
and media interest to a number of issues of commonwealth law and
legal relations. The Falklands crisis in 1982 did the same thing,
as the United Kingdom had to weigh the reactions of her Common-
wealth Associates, as well as those of the European Communities and
her Nato allies to her actions in the South Atlantic. These recent
incidents demonstrate that the external repercussions of membership
of the Commonwealth can impact upon even the major powers while
the constitutional position of a Governor General of a state such
as Grenada has also received renewed attention. Sir William Dale
provides much material that could be useful in considering the legal
issues raised by such incidents; unfortunately, although certainly not
surprisingly, he did not discuss whether a Governor General can
legitimately request outside aid against internal disruption. Whether
or not the Governor General of Grenada in fact did this, the emer-
gence of such an area of discussion demonstrates the continuing
relevance of Commonwealth law and thus of the value of this book.

C. M. CHINKIN

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW OF INDIA. 6th Edition. By V.D. MAHAJAN.
[Lucknow: Eastern Book Company. 1984. xxx + 570 pp. Rs.
45.00]

WE know that in the larger federated countries of the world like
the U.S.A., Canada and India Public Law tends to be complex and
the books on the subject voluminous. Aprt from the constant need
to up-date publications to keep pace with new developments there
is also a need for concise books presenting a manageable view of
the whole field. Certainly students would be keen to have such
books.

Dr. Mahajan sets out to fulfill this need. As many of us know,
presenting a concise view of a complex area is often as demanding
as doing detailed research on it. As the author of several student
books on various subjects, Dr. Mahajan proves equal to this task.

The book follows the lay out of the Indian Constitution but
with the addition of two chapters on historical introduction and
salient features of the Indian Constitution’ respectively. Mindful of
the need to keep down the size of the book the author perhaps,
did not, wish to provide greater details of the many-sided debates
on crucial issues. He does however, briefly refer to the views of
several writers. But in some of the more important themes such
as ‘Procedure and Power of Amendment’ and ‘Protection Against
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Arrest and Detention’ his evaluation and criticism would have been
particularly welcome to readers. It would have been easy for the
author, having presented such a creditable summary of these intricate
themes, to highlight the state of contemporary law (e.g. the pheno-
menon of ‘Public Interest litigation’ that is catching on in India —
Dr. Mahajan refers to it briefly at page 267) and to point to the
general trends in the thinking of the hard-worked Indian Supreme
Court. I think that authors of Public Law books can and should
involve students in the broader but related issues relevant to Public
Law. In India these would include issues such as poor emoluments
paid to the Judges (though administration of Justice turns huge
profits to the Government’s coffers), the work-load of Indian courts,
Legal Aid for the indigent and India’s active Legal Profession and
its stand on social and political issues. After reading Dr. Mahajan’s
book, I feel he can point students in these directions. Perhaps,
when he comes to his next edition, he may want to consider this
matter.

The author has thoughtfully provided a useful bibliography, case
index and a subject index.

I do not wish to end this review without drawing attention to
the thought-provoking FOREWORD by Justice Hidayatullah (as he
then was) which he had contributed to the author’s 1963 edition
and has been reproduced in this latest edition. In the light of 33
years of Indian constitutional experience, and after many constitutional
amendments, one may find the following remarks of the illustrious
Judge especially interesting:

The Indian Constitution, like all other constitutions whether
written or unwritten, is a bond between the people and Govern-
ments chosen by them. It contains within it the means (even
without amendment) of adaptation to the needs of a developing
society in which every citizen has equal opportunity and in
which the welfare of the citizen is the first concern of the State.
There is enough and more in it for the right development of
the right people in the right direction.

T. K. K. IYER

CONSTITUTION OF INDIA. By V.N. SHUKLA. Edited by D.K. SINGH,
7th Edition. [Lucknow: Eastern Book Company. 1982, pp.779].

ONE of the first books on India’s Constitution, V.N. Shukla’s first
edition was published within a few months of the Constitution’s birth
in 1950. The author produced five successful editions of the book
till 1969. The present editor took over the sixth in 1975 and has
now up-dated the law (to June, 1982) in this seventh edition.

Quite soon after the introduction of the Constitution on the
26th January 1950, the High Courts and the Supreme Court of India
began actively pronouncing upon a wide range of constitutional issues.
The very first constitutional decision of the Supreme Court in A.K.


