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is used to illustrate the workings of the law. No further attempt is
made to examine the principles or point out the difficulties because
this would be outside the purview of the authors who have set out to
outline the basic principles necessary to understanding company law.
Having said this the authors have in some areas attempted to re-
organise and clarify some complex areas. In the area of director’s
duties, they have re-classified it under separate heads of duty to act
bona fide; duty to exercise powers for proper purposes; duty to retain
discretion and duty to avoid conflict of interests. The very next
segment provides a very useful account of the practical question of
enforcement of such duties, which many texts gloss over because of
the doctrinal and practical difficulties.

In short, this is a useful and concise text for commercial and
accounting students and those who wish to have a clear introduction
of company law.
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AUSTRALIAN SECRETARIAL PRACTICE, Yorston, Fortescue and Brown.
Seventh Edition. By S.R. BROWN. [Australia: Law Book Company.
1983. xxi+558 pp. Cloth: A$39.50, Limp: A$32.50]

THE primary purpose of this work remains unchanged — to provide
within a reasonable compass a practice manual to assist those involved
in the administration of companies. The Australian Companies Act
1981 and the various state Codes have been the cause of this new
edition.

The Singapore company administrator will, notwithstanding the
new Singapore Companies Regulations 1984, find this work to continue
to be of use. This is because the work goes beyond the documents
that are to be filed with the Registrar of Companies. It contains very
useful forms of all major transactions involved in companies, from
notice of meetings and even draft minutes of meetings, to allotment
of Shares and other internal administration records.
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INTERNATIONAL TAX PLANNING. By BARRY SPITZ. Second Edition.
[London: Butterworths. 1983. xxiii+178 pp. £16.00]

PLANNING financial affairs to reduce the impact of taxation is a
matter of considerable importance to most taxpayers. Notwithstanding
the generous dictum of Lord Atkin in C.I.R. v. The Duke of West-
minster 1 that every subject “whether poor and humble or wealthy and
noble, has the right so to dispose of his capital and income as to
attract upon himself the least among of tax” few of us fully exploit

1 [1936] A.C. 1 at p. 8.


