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appended at the end of the volume for easy reference by the reader.
As it is, Chapters 11-31 provide a piecemeal enumeration of sections
under the Act according to various headings, e.g. Chapter 12 “The
Penal Provisions in the Act” and Chapter 13 “Definition Sections in
the Act and the Armed Forces (Court-Martial) Rules of Procedure
1976” which does not itself contain any definitions.

Chapter 33 which describes the jurisdiction of the superior civil
courts to review Courts-Martial is very interesting in the light of the
recent Singapore High Court decision of Abdul Wahab Sulaiman v.
Commandant, Tanglin Detention Barracks [1985] 1 M.L.J. 418 in which
a decision of the Military Court of Appeal in Singapore was held not
to be reviewable by the High Court. The Malaysian Act, according
to the author, contains no right of appeal from a Court-Martial. How-
ever, the civil courts apparently have a right of judicial review by way
of the prerogative orders over decisions made in excess of or without
jurisdiction by a military court. This is quite different from the
situation as it presently exists in Singapore. Although the author
briefly analyses three reported cases dealing with orders of prohibition,
a more detailed discussion of this area might have been useful. A very
serious omission is the complete absence of any mention of habeas
corpus as a remedy for illegal detention under military law in Malaysia.
Habeas corpus is both a prerogative order and a fundamental right
under the Federal Constitution, Art. 5(2). The Singapore case men-
tioned above refused an application for habeas corpus. Are there no
cases dealing with habeas corpus as it applies to military law in
Malaysia?

Malaysian Military Law would have been a more useful book if
the audience it was written for had been more clearly delineated by
the author. The Foreward by Tan Sri Haji Hamzah Bin Haji Abu
Samah states that the book will be useful to officers who have to
perform functions in Courts-Martial and all those who must sit for
military law examinations. However, the poor organization, lack of
clear references, lack of detail, omissions and absence of any analysis
of the legislation detracts from the value this book will have for the
inexperienced reader. For anyone with even a basic knowledge of
military law, or law in general, this book provides little more than a
not very clear summary of parts of the Act and the procedure involved
in Courts-Martial.

SHELLEY WRIGHT

CASES AND MATERIALS IN COMPANY LAW. By L.S. SEALY, (3rd Edition).
[London: Butterworths, 1985. xxvii+609 pp. Hardcover £27.00,
Softcover £16.95]

THE third edition of Dr. Sealy’s casebook incorporates several new
features which will enhance its already established position as a major
casebook in company law.

There is now more integration of the statutory provisions with the
cases, in areas where the statute has replaced common law development.
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It now includes more extensive notes and questions which are
designed to lead and test the student on his understanding of the cases
extracted. It is the first work to incorporate the 1985 consolidated
Companies Act which students will find most useful. Additionally the
text is now more integrated with the major Law Reform papers including
the Gower and Cork reports.

A major innovation is that the size of the volume has now been
expanded to the now larger standard format.

A casebook editor is always faced with the problem of how to
organise the cases which span different areas of company law. Dr.
Sealy has chosen the approach of cutting up cases and placing extracts
to unfold within the appropriate areas of company law. This detracts
from the unity of the case that is extracted so that the student does
not get a feel for the way in which multiple issues have arisen.

PHILIP PILLAI

COMPANY LAW. By J.H. FARRAR. [London: Butterworths. 1985.
xlvii+636 pp. (including index). Hardcover: £30.00, Softcover:
£18.95]

IT is common for a company lawyer to respond to a new work in
company law with the question — is this yet another textbook or is
there a niche which it fills by way of a new approach or treatment?
New editions of standard company law works are obviously in the
offing with the 1985 consolidation of the UK Companies Act. It is
quite refreshing to read Farrar’s work as it treats the subject with the
following flavour which makes it a highly readable and recommended
work for students and which sets it apart from the standard works in
company law.

The history of company law is an area which receives treatment
of varying lucidity. The historical evolution of the statutory formu-
lation is critical to an understanding of the section 14 of the Companies
Act 1985 on the legal effect of the articles. The historical evolution
is used throughout this work to demonstrate the current impact of the
statute or company law rules in a manner that heightens student
understanding.

The modernity of the treatment is illustrated by inclusion of how
company law works in respect of its impact on the structure, size and
current issues of contemporary company law. In this respect, one
notes the influence of Tom Hadden’s Company Law and Capitalism in
the treatment of company law within its wider economic context.
Hadden’s book while conceptually stimulating failed to occupy the niche
of a standard company law text, because its emphasis was on economic
theory and impact of company law with inadequate emphasis on the
precise current caselaw and statutory rules of contemporary company
law. Such treatment is exemplified in the vocabulary that Professor
Farrar has chosen to use in organising his book: Financial Structure


