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scrutiny of a particular area of the law, given, especially, the constraints of
practice. Further, many articles deal with relatively esoteric areas of the law
that might not be relevant to practice, although it should be pointed out
that labels such as ‘esoteric’ ought not to be utilized indiscriminately in order
to obviate the need for creative thinking, even in the realm of legal practice.

The Index would also be of obvious utility for comparatists who want
to know more about the various aspects of the Malaysian and Singapore
legal systems.

In summary, therefore, the publication of the Index is, on the whole,
to be welcomed, and enthusiastically at that. One main problem, however,
remains and this relates to the updating of the Index which is complete up
to December 1984. Some form of updating or noting-up is essential if the
work is not to become obsolete. At present, computer printouts in the Law
Library of the Faculty of Law, National University of Singapore, are
available, but, these are clearly inadequate in view of their relative inac-
cessibility. The obvious answer to this problem is the publication of
cumulative supplements, but, even this solution poses problems. There are,
in the first place, relatively few local periodicals (and hence articles), thus
making publication of a supplement impractical. And this brings us to a
related point that also centres around practicality — but from an economic
point of view. If, indeed, there are very few subsequent entries, as mention-
ed above, it might not be economical to actually publish a supplement, unless
one were published a few years hence, in which case the problem of ob-
solescence would rear its ugly head yet again. One solution might be for
the Law Library to arrange to publish and distribute, on an annual basis,
lists of local materials either free of charge or at a nominal charge. Whatever
be the ideal solution, if some form of updating is unavailable, the utility
of the Index will be put seriously at risk with the passage of time.

Finally — and this is a problem really beyond the control of both editors
as well as publishers, especially in these days of escalating production costs
and expected sales — the Index itself is rather expensive. This might be less
of a problem for universities (whether foreign or local) and law firms, but
poses problems for individuals who are especially interested in local legal
research.

A N D R E W  P H A N G  B O O N  L E O N G

A N I N T R O D U C T I O N T O  T H E S I N G A P O R E L E G A L S Y S T E M.  B y  H E L E N A C H A N .
[Singapore: Malayan Law Journal. 1986. viii + 140 pp. Softcover:
S$18.00]

A BOOK describing the legal system of Singapore is long overdue. We have
been an independent nation for over 21 years, yet there is not a single text
that one can recommend to the newcomer to give an overview of the legal
system. It is particularly embarrassing for the Law Faculty to conduct a
course on the Legal System of Singapore without being in a position to
prescribe any book for students’ preliminary reading. Happily that has all
changed with the publication of Helena Chan’s book.
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The book is divided into five chapters covering the legal history of
Singapore, sources of law, the structure of government, legal institutions
and civil and criminal procedure. A sixth chapter is devoted to legal culture
and the author’s views on the future development of the law.

Chapter 1 traces the history of Singapore from the foundation of Raf-
fles’ factory until the present day. One is taken quickly through 150 years
of political development. Perhaps one minor criticism is that the author
makes reference exclusively to secondary texts by writers such as Hall, Mills
and Turnbull, who are historians not lawyers. A lawyer or law student may
find citation of the actual treaties and statutes that affected the constitu-
tional status of Singapore more valuable. In a capsule work such as this,
footnotes are important to give the reader some lead for further research.
The rest of the chapter deals with the historical and legislative reception
of English law. The discussion is general and not exhaustive. The footnotes
here are adequate for the student who requires more detail to research the
matter further.

The second chapter discusses the sources of Singapore law. The author
here describes the Constitution and statutes. There is a good summary of
the sources of legislation possibly applying to Singapore, which includes not
only Acts of the Parliament of Singapore but also legislation from India,
England and Malaysia. This is followed by a fairly long portion on the doc-
trine of stare decisis. The chapter ends with a brief mention of custom.

Chapter 3 deals with the structure of government. This chapter is a
description mainly of the executive and legislative branches. The judiciary
is dealt with in Chapter 4 which describes Singapore’s legal institutions.
Among these is classed the Attorney-General, who is actually provided for
in the Constitution under the Executive. However, the author makes the
legitimate point that the Attorney-General is a “key legal institution” (one
wonders how he would react to being considered an institution) and therefore
should be dealt with together with the judiciary and the profession.

The longest chapter in the book is Chapter 4 which concerns the legal
institutions. The first part of this chapter is devoted to a description of the
various courts in Singapore and their various jurisdictions. Regrettably there
is no reference to other important judicial bodies like the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Court and the military courts. These do play a significant, though low-
key, role in the legal system and perhaps deserve more attention than they
usually get. The second part of this chapter is devoted to a description of
the legal profession and the legal (and judicial) service. The modes of entry
into the profession are described and there is a thumb-nail sketch of the
duties of advocates and solicitors. Unfortunately, through no fault of the
author’s, the very significant amendments introduced by the Legal Profes-
sion (Amendment) Act 1986 were not dealt with. The description of the
disciplinary procedure on pp.90-92 is therefore out of date. The chapter is
rounded off with a description of the Attorney-General’s functions and those
of the major law enforcement agencies.

Chapter 5 contains a potted summary of criminal and civil procedure.

Needless to say topics of such width cannot be covered in any great
depth in such a slim tome, but the author does a good job in summarizing
the main points for the reader. A major letdown is the index. This is a mere



138 Malaya Law Review (1987)

two pages long and of such generality as to be practically useless. Even in
an introductory book one might perhaps expect a better index. Having said
that however, this is a useful book for the student and the newcomer to the
legal system. It more than adequately fulfils the author’s stated aim of pro-
viding a short general introduction to Singapore’s Legal System, All in all,
a book worth reading.

W A L T E R  W O O N

S O U R C E B O O K  O F  S I N G A P O R E  A N D  M A L A Y S I A N  C O M P A N Y  L A W .  B y  P H I L I P
N. PILLAI, (2nd Edition). [Singapore: Butterworths. 1986. xlvii + 1388
pp. Hardcover: S$250].

THE second edition of this book, now published by Butterworths, comes
eleven years after its first edition was published in 1975 by the Singapore
University Press. This is a voluminous book which is intended for the prac-
titioner, though it is very useful to the student too. Since it first appeared,
this book has become a “staple” in the libraries of most Singapore and
Malaysian law firms. It has even been cited in the Malaysian Federal Court
case of Euco International Sdn. Bhd. v. P.F. Chan1.

The author has managed to compile within the covers of one book all
the local cases on company law, as well as important cases from other com-
mon law jurisdictions sharing the same or similar company law doctrines.
Due to the lack of local legal materials on company law, the author has
reproduced in full all the local cases. This makes it very convenient for the
legal practitioner hard-pressed for time, enabling him to read the cases in
full without going through different volumes of the Malayan Law Journal.
But this does not mean the book is merely a collection of unedited cases:
cases from other jurisdictions where legal materials are more easily obtainable
are edited, though not to such an extent of simplification that they become
meaningless in the complex area of company law. The reason local cases
are unedited, as the writer points out, is simply due to the lack of local
materials which can help to define the legal principles involved. Reproduc-
ing the cases in full enables the practitioner to formulate his own proposi-
tions on the law, an approach which is much more fruitful.

At the same time, the author has also included short propositions of
the principles of law involved at the beginning of each case, so as to enable
the reader to determine very quickly whether or not the case is relevant to
his research. The arrangement of the cases with the brief propositions of
law at the beginning is done in a logical manner and this is further enhanc-
ed by the provision of a brief outline, at the beginning of each chapter, on
the law involved and the statutes/sections of statutes applicable.

While the book is excellent overall, there are perhaps a few suggestions
which the author might take into consideration when preparing the next
edition.

1 [1984] 2 M.L.J. 61 (The case is referred to in this edition at p. 358).


