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wilful murder “perpetrated by a long dull instrument, viz. a Speech —.” Davonport
was convicted and fined, and according to his victimiser, “He never forgave me whilst
he continued to exist.”

In more serious vein, and probably at something approaching the length of the
unfortunate Davenport’s speech, the author reveals (anecdotes 172 and 213) his
anxiety over what he regarded as unwarranted criticism of his dilatory habits as a
judge. By way of defence he writes, “I confess that no Man ever had more occasion,
than I had, to use the expression which was Lord Bacon’s Father’s ordinary Word
‘You must give me time.’ I always thought it bettter to allow myself to doubt before
I decided, than to expose myself to the Misery, after I had decided, of doubting
whether I had decided rightly and justly.” His circumspection in all matters he
attributes to a series of events he experienced as a young man after remarking the
motto “Sat Cito si Sat bene” on the panels of a coach in which he travelled up to
Oxford. His consequent dedication to slow coaching gave him no less cause to
criticise others as others had to criticise him.

Of the author’s self-opinionation and conceit there is also evidence in the
Anecdotes, particularly in things professional; but of the many men of English law
who viewed their own images in the mirror of vanity, Lord Eldon was one of the
few who could afford to relish what he saw.

The Editors in their Preface evince a particular interest in the general and the
overseas reader and to assist the pleasure of these worthies, there is provided a
substantial biographical notes section and a short account of the courts and the law
at Eldon’s time. As a result of this consideration the Malayan student may be a
little disappointed to discover that Mr. Sheridan intoxicated (anecdote 94) and A
Welshman’s conscience (anecdote 144) do not refer to what he undoubtedly hoped they
would. However, with this diverting volume on his bookshelf the student of social
and political history, as well as his legal confrère, need not be disappointed on any
other score.

B. J. BROWN.

CHRISTOPHER PALLES : HIS LIFE AND TIMES. By V. T. H. Delany. [1960,
Dublin: Allen Figgs & Co., Ltd. 21/-. pp. xii and 200 incl. 8 pp.
index.]

Christopher Palles was the Lord Chief Baron of Ireland from 1874 until 1916.
Any man who occupies a place in the Supreme Court of any country for nearly half
a century is bound to leave his mark. When the man is an all-round scholar and a
master of the legal system, the mark is deep. Dr. Delany traces the life of the Lord
Chief Baron with loving care. The biographer evidently discovered his subject to be
not merely interesting but a congenial and admirable character. Readers of this book
will find it a biographical work executed with caution, reverence, and accuracy, but
they will not find it dull. Apart from the doings of Palles himself there is much to
be learned about the administration of justice, the growth of education, and the
peculiarities of politics in Ireland during the long span of the Chief Baron’s life.

L. A. SHERIDAN.


