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The lack of case law in the book has led to some extent to a sketchy
treatment of important points of law mentioned in the book. But one
has to be fair to Mr. Woon as his obvious intention was to state the
general principles of the law as the book was meant for the “intelligent
layman”. However, the intelligent layman who reads such books is
often a “desperate layman” searching for an answer to a existing legal
problem. For example, a businessman may want to know about the
legal effect of crossing a cheque “account payee” - a very popular
crossing, and may well feel disappointed to find that it has been dealt
with in the book in two short sentences. Another example may be
taken from the chapter on Insurance. Here again, in dealing with
general principles, the differences between life insurance and general
insurance could have been brought out. In the real world, these two
divisions generally denote different businesses and different occupa-
tions. Thus, a life insurance man would be somewhat shaken to read a
general statement that the assignment of an insurance policy could be
affected by lack of insurable interest. That statement is arguably true
for general insurance but in life insurance it is accepted law that
insurable interest is only relevant at the time the policy was taken and
hence the question of insurable interest does not arise on assignment
at a later time.

The above comments must not be regarded as diminishing the
value of the book to the general reader who wishes to have a good
bird’s eye view of Singapore commercial law. It is also the first book of
its kind in the local scene which covers such a wide range of subjects
relating to commercial law. It is to be hoped that in his forthcoming
legal travels in writing the second edition of this book Mr. Woon will
be carrying a larger suitcase.

MYINT SOE

AN ANNOTATION OF THE SINGAPORE COMPANIES (AMENDMENT)
ACT 1987. By N. SUBRAMANIAM & DOROTHY CHAN. [Singapore:
Butterworths. 1987. x + 197 pp. Softcover: $45.00 ]

AS the title suggests, this book is an annotation of the amendments
that were made to the Singapore Companies Act1 by virtue of the 1987
Companies (Amendment) Act2 that came into effect on 15 May 1987.
As would be known to those who had been following with close interest
all the arguments and counter-arguments about the problems and
difficulties to be solved or posed by the Amendment Act, the scope of
amendments ranged from the abolition of the infamous section 149 to
the enactment of a new Part VIIIA providing for the much-vaunted
concept of judicial management.

Within the sixteen chapters and 197 pages of the main text, the
authors have admirably attempted to present in simplified form the

1 Cap. 50, 1985 (Rev. Ed.), hereinafter referred to as “the Principal Act.”
2 Hereinafter referred to “the Amendment Act”.
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various sections in the Amendment Act. Unfourtunately, due perhaps
to the fact that the Amendment Act itself is bulky (for an amendment
Act) whereas the annotation is rather brief relatively, this book suffers
from the defect of being too brief and simplified. In fact, apart from
the introduction chapter, the rest of the book is mainly filled with the
list of amendments under the Amendment Act plus a mere paraphras-
ing of these amendments. Some attempt has been made in certain
chapters (for example, Chapter 9 on judicial management) to outline
the scope and/or purpose of the amendments made, but by and large,
the comments are a mere paraphrase of the amendments with little
attempt to discuss them. This is no doubt useful in its own way,
especially to those short on time, but to a person dealing with
companies and company law, it has limited value.

Nevertheless, it must not be forgotten that this is only an
annotation, and if one’s expectations are not raised too high, it is a use-
ful book and, apart from its price, it is one worthwhile having as a
quick reference to the various amendments made under the Amend-
ment Act.

Boo KING ONG

MALAYSIAN LEGAL ESSAYS - A COLLECTION OF ESSAYS IN HONOUR OF
PROFESSOR EMERITUS DATUK AHMAD IBRAHIM. By M.B.
HOOKER. [Singapore: Malayan Law Journal. 1986. xxxii + 456
pp. Hardcover: S$95.00]

THIS book comprises an excellent collection of essays. It is a welcome
addition to similar existing local collections.1 It, however, comprises a
hotchpotch; there are sixteen pieces in the instant volume that run the
gamut, as shall be seen in due course. Notwithstanding this, there is, in
fact, a central strand that has brought these essays in a variety of fields
of Malaysian law together. As we are told in the preface itself,2 the
book was “published at the initiative of Mr. Al-Masor Adabi and Mr.
Amir Mallal of The Malayan Law Journal” in honour of Professor
Ahmad Ibrahim who distinguished himself both in the public service3

and the academe,4 and who, in fact, continues his scholarly pursuits as

1 See, e.g., Malaya Law Review Legal Essays (Edited by G.W. Bartholomew, 1975);
The Common Law in Singapore and Malaysia (Edited by A. J. Harding, 1985), and in
the constitutional sphere, The Constitution of Malaysia - Its Development: 1957 - 1977
(Edited by Tun Mohamed Suffian, H. P. Lee and F. A. Trindade, 1978); and, more
recently, The Constitution of Malaysia: Further Perspectives and Developments -Essays
in Honour of Tun Mohamed Suffian (Edited by F. A. Trindade and H. P. Lee, 1986).
2  By the editor, M. B. Hooker: see p. iii of Malaysian Legal Essays - A Collection of
Essays in Honour of Professor Emeritus Datuk Ahmad Ibrahim (Edited by M. B. Hooker,
1986), hereinafter cited as Malaysian Legal Essays.
3  He was a former Magistrate, District Judge, Crown Counsel, State Advocate General
and Attorney General in Singapore, as well as Singapore’s Ambassador to the United
Arab Republic.
4  He was former Dean of the Faculty of Law in the University of Malaya.


