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Fortified with expansive analytical data and statistics as well as
numerous examples, this book shows the rapid increase of female
participation in the crime arena. The statistics reveal that in the State
of Andhra Pradesh, the women’s proportion in committing property
offences outdid the proportion of men in 1974 (women 32.7%, men
28.4%), 1976 and in 1977 (men 22.8%, women 26.2% ). A sex-wide
comparison by the author further shows that women exceeded men in
their relative involvement in offences against the person in 1971 (men
5.2%, women 16.1%), 1974, 1976 and 1977 (men 3.6%, women 9.1%).

If any flaw is to be found in the book, it is the lack of variation of
examples. Perhaps the author’s approach would have been more
effective if she had narrowed down the large number of similar
examples and given a statistical account instead.

Even though the author’s research is confined to the state of
Andhra Pradesh, the book can be said to provide an insight into
similar causes for the rise of female criminality in other parts of the
world.

JOAN E. SETHUPATHY

THE LAW OF TRUSTS. By J. G. RIDDALL (3rd. Edition). [London:
Butterworths. 1987. xxxiii + 368 pp. Hardcover: £24,
Softcover: £15.95]

THIS third edition of Riddall continues to provide a comprehensive
and authoritative study of the law of trusts. The book has been
thoroughly updated in the light of recent developments in new case
law, for example, Mason v Fairbrother,1 Cowar v Scargill,2 Re
Koeppler’s Will Trusts3 and Space Investments Ltd. v Canadian
Imperial Bank of Commerce.4 It also examines the statutory changes in
UK made by the Charities Act of 1985 and the Insolvency Act 1986.

The book is divided into 24 chapters. A number of topics have
been expanded and the work now covers not only all the basic areas of
trust law, for example, the creation and classification of trusts, Implied
trusts, Charitable trusts, appointments and the duties of trustees etc.,
but it also includes two new chapters; one chapter is devoted to
outlining the principles of succession on death and the other deals with
choses in action. Several parts of the topics have been substantially
rewritten, in particular that dealing with the notion of a trust of a chose
in chapter 6.

The most attractive feature of the book is that it offers a clear and
succinct account of the many basic principles helpfully fortified and
punctuated with illustrative tables and diagrams. The summarizing
and recapitulation of the main key principles and points as well as the

1   [1983] 2 All E.R. 1078.
2    [1985] Ch. 270.
3  [1986] Ch. 423.
4    [1986] 1 W.L.R. 1072.
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many examples given are other devices used for greater clarification
and to facilitate better understanding.

The book provides a useful and complete text of the law of trusts
and is an excellent recommendation for students. It will also prove
helpful to practitioners who want to refresh their knowledge of trust
law.

JOAN E. SETHUPATHY

ELEMENTS OF LAND LAW. By KEVIN GRAY. [London: Butterworths.
1987. lxix + 1094 pp. Hardcover: £35, Softcover: £22.95]

THE Elements of Land Law in a mere eleven hundred pages ! One
awaits Dr. Gray’s full treatment of the subject with a mixture of
interest and trepidation. More seriously, the arrival of this book
represents a major event in the legal publishing world. While text-
books proliferate in the other core subjects, students of land law have
had to be content for many years with the two hardy perennials,
Cheshire and Megarry and Wade. Not since 1957 has anything that
could legitimately purport to rival the standard texts (ignoring, as the
author somewhat coyly does, Real Property and Real People by Gray
and Symes, Butterworths, 1981), appeared on the scene. The pub-
lishers have clearly taken something of a gamble with this massive
work, but it is a gamble that deserves to pay off.

The book is divided into two Parts: the General Part (the
“elements”) and Special Problems, where a rather eclectic collection
of issues is discussed in some detail. In both Parts there are substantial
departures from the approach of traditional texts. This is the result of
Dr. Gray’s wholehearted pursuit of his stated objective, namely, “to
describe the elements of contemporary land law against the back-
ground of the social and political implications of the subject.” So there
is no room in the first Part for discourses on gavelkind and the Statute
of Uses, nor even on the strict settlement and the rule against
perpetuities: the latter two are barely referred to, and the former not at
all. The “special problems” range from homelessness (whose inclusion
is justified, whimsically and surely unnecessarily, given the author’s
general approach, on the basis that 1987 is the Year of the Homeless),
through the Rent Acts and public housing (some interesting compari-
sons with Singapore here), to adverse possession - quite what this topic
is doing in this highly “contextualised” part of the book is not
altogether clear: on the face of it, its inclusion in a section called “A
Property Owning Democracy” seems little short of bizarre. There is a
particularly useful chapter on financial crisis and the owner - occupier,
dealing with things like charging orders and bankruptcy, which are of
great importance, but are hardly ever dealt with in books on property
law.

Actually this chapter illustrates, in a small way, a major difficulty
of Gray’s approach. One section of the chapter is entitled “Recovery of
possession by a mortgagee”, and it deals in some detail with the


