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INTRODUCTION TO CIVIL PROCEDURE IN MALAYSIA AND SINGAPORE.
By GRACE CHANG. [Singapore: Malayan Law Journal. 1986. x +
165 pp. Softcover: S$20.00; M$24.00]

INTRODUCTION to Civil Procedure in Malaysia and Singapore is a
small 165 page book about the Rules of Supreme Court 1970
(Singapore) and the Rules of the High Court 1980 (Malaysia). The
Singapore and Malaysian Rules were adaptations of the 1965 Rules.

The book was written for the beginner and makes no pretension
that it will serve the comprehensive needs of a practitioner. It is an
encapsulation of the major requirements of the Rules of Procedure
and, therefore, provides a useful reference for the student who may
require a book of manageable size for purposes of revision for the
examinations. This is also a book which laymen, who are involved in
litigation, may read with interest about the various stages of their case
in the litigation process.

The book is divided into 37 very short chapters. Each chapter title
corresponds closely to a major topic of the Rules. The content is
largely a summary of the Rules but the writer manages to briefly refer
to a total of 56 cases.

In conclusion it may be said that this book may be of use to those
who require a brief account of the rules of civil procedure.

CHOO HAN TECK

EQUAL JUSTICE AND FORENSIC PROCESS. By V. R. KRISHNA IYER.
[Lucknow: Eastern Book Company. 1986. v + 141 pp. Hard-
cover: Rs. 80]

THIS book is based on a series of memorial lectures delivered by one
of India’s better known judges - better known, amongst other things
for the persuasive zeal with which he has advocated “equal justice” -
as measured by its easy accessibility to the “common man or woman”.
This book is one of several dealing with this theme written by Justice
Krishna Iyer within the last decade.

In essence, this is an impassioned advocacy aimed at both the Bar
and the Bench in India, that they become fully aware of the
constitutional, social and economic dimensions of Indian democracy
and the extent to which they have fundamentally altered the legal
values and processes inherited from the British. On this general point,
every “third world” country has its own reasons for not fully
conforming to the “ethos” of the legal system inherited from the
colonial power. Although, on occasion one may suspect that some of
these justifications are not free from political expediency, at a deeper
level one may see that in any event, “social engineering, including legal
engineering, must be organised on the fact-milieu of a given society.”
Building on this basic point, Justice Iyer tells his audience at pages
63-64:




