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his jurisprudential discussion. This discussion has been appropriately
condensed and cast in context in the new edition. This makes for
easier reading and the student can now see where the material is
leading him or her. Clarity has also been enhanced by the addition of
new headings and sub-headings cast in bold print. This makes the key
points far more accessible and reading all the more enjoyable. For
instance in Chapter 6, the heading "Miscellaneous" in the
first edition7 has been retitled "Informed Interpretation" in this
edition.8

In bringing out this new edition, Bell and Engle have done more
than just updated Cross' original work. They have enhanced it and in
certain instances have also departed from Cross' original views. For
example, the present authors feel that Lord Escher's point that an act
should be "construed as if one were interpreting it the day after it was
passed" should not be regarded as a rule of general application, but
should instead be confined "to the interpretation of Acts intended to
apply only to particular grievance current at the time of enactment."9

This is in contradistinction to Cross' view of general applicability.10 In
addition to improvements to the original work, the present authors
have also had the benefit of recently decided cases which they cite
liberally. For me, the second edition still retains those two qualities
which induced me to read the first: its clarity and conciseness. It is not
a book for those seeking equally ample authority for both sides of a
dispute. For that, one has to turn either to Maxwell on the
Interpretation of Statutes or Crates' Statute Law. Instead, Cross is a
discussion of general principles and the role of judges in the political
and constitutional environment. In this respect, I have no hesitation in
recommending it to all those who may be interested in statutory
interpretation.

KEVIN TAN YEW LEE

THE LAW OF TORT IN HONG KONG. By ROBYN MARTIN. [Hong Kong:
China and Hong Kong Law Studies. 1987. xxvi + 243 pp.
Softcover.]

"THIS book is not intended to be a comprehensive text book on tort
law", says the preface. Indeed it is not. One of a series of books by
these publishers, this book is primarily a collection of cases on tort law.

The book contains 16 chapters. Most of these adhere to the
following format: (i) Introduction, (ii) Cases and comments, (iii)
Conclusion.

In the case sections, the author gives summaries of what she
considers to be the most relevant cases in the particular area of tort
law. The cases include leading reported English decisions, unreported
7 Ibid., at p. 122.
8 Seep. 140.
9 Seep. 49.
10 See Cross, supra note 1 at p. 45.
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English decisions, a few Australian and Canadian decisions and, of
course, Hong Kong decisions. As the cases are not fully explained, nor
are all relevant decisions cited, the serious researcher on Hong Kong
tort law would find this book to be only a starting point.

Of particular interest are the references throughout the book to re-
levant UK and Hong Kong legislation. An example of such references
can be found in chapter 11 on "Occupiers' Liability". This is useful for
those who want to know at which points the Hong Kong legislature has
intervened in tort law, for a comparison with the local position. In ad-
dition an Appendix on "Issues on which Hong Kong Law differs from
English Law" is included toward the end of the book.

Apart from the usual subjects covered, there is also a separate
chapter on "Personal Injury Damages". This chapter gives a sampling
of Hong Kong decisions in which awards of damages are made.
Although not strictly applicable in Singapore, the decisions give an in-
teresting indication of the level of damages possible in the Hong Kong
courts. The chapter also discusses the question of interest recoverable
and concludes with a summary of the heads of damage recoverable
under Hong Kong law.

The book has little else to offer to those who want detailed
discussion in a particular area of tort law as it is intended to be a handy
case-book for tort students and Hong Kong practitioners. As
mentioned it is merely a good starting point for those intending to do
research on tort low in Hong Kong.

Hsu LOCKNIE

MALAYSIAN LAW By R. H. HICKLING. [Kuala Lumpur: Professional
Law Books Publishers. 1987. ix + 222 pp. Softcover:
M$45.00]

THERE is only one thing wrong with this splendid book: and that is
the title (of which more anon). If that be the first comment, the second
must be that Professor Hickling has written it in a style which one
thought had disappeared from legal writing with F. W. Maitland: it is a
joy to read. Not only is the book a joy to read, it is also important
because of Professor Hickling's approach to his subject. He
commences in a critical vein and writes:1

Compelled to view jurisprudential thought as originating and
developed in an exclusively Western environment, the Malaysian
law student is seldom referred to Asia as a source of legal theory
and, when he is so referred, the reference is usually in slighting
terms. The basic concept of law seems to be that it is a kind of gift
from the West to the East, originating in European philosophy,
practice and politics. This is an absurd fallacy, and it is time the
boundaries of Malaysian jurisprudence were altered, to put
Malaysia at their centre.

1 At p. ii


