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dealing with the complex areas of real property gains tax and share transfer
tax (Chapters 24 and 25).

The book is very clearly written, and the style is as crisp and readable
as is possible given the technicalities of revenue law. The constant use of
examples (almost one per page) is extremely useful, and often obviates the
need for tedious explanations. The specific aspects of each area examined
are indicated at the beginning of every chapter and this, combined with a
reasonably thorough index, makes the task of finding relevant information
pleasingly straightforward.

Most of the basic principles of taxation are, of course, common to
many jurisdictions, and have no exclusively Malaysian aspects or features.
As a result, a significant proportion of the book is devoted to defining
expressions or explaining concepts which are relevant in all the jurisdic-
tions which share with Malaysia a common heritage of tax legislation
introduced by their British colonisers. For this reason, a considerable
number of the cases cited are English or Commonwealth, rather than
Malaysian, decisions. This is not necessarily a negative feature — it means
that the book is also of relevance, and interest, to tax lawyers outside
Malaysia. However, it is in giving explanations or overviews of such global
aspects of revenue law that substantial portions of the book have been
taken verbatim from the work by Pok and Hong — such as, for example,
the test used in determining corporate residence (pp. 423-432), and the use
of the Ramsay doctrine in relation to tax avoidance (pp. 596-603) — so
that the reader who is interested only in the more general aspects of taxa-
tion and who already has access to the Singapore work may well be dis-
appointed if he expects this book to add to his general fund of knowledge.
On the other hand, the reader requiring specific information on matters
such as Malaysian investment incentives, involving unique or unusual
provisions which one cannot examine by reference to English law, could
not do better than to refer to this work.

The book is one to be recommended to anyone who requires a com-
prehensive, accessible and well-written analysis of Malaysian revenue law.
As such, it would seem to be destined to share a similar degree of success
to that enjoyed by its Singapore counterpart.

MARGARET FORDHAM

BUTTERWORTH COMPANY FORMS MANUAL. By S.W. MAGNUS. (Ed.),
[London: Butterworths. 1988. xvii + 888pp. Softcover.]

THIS book which is not a collection of precedents but rather a compila-
tion of the various United Kingdom statutory forms required in the ad-
ministration of a company, is written by one of the co-authors of Magnus
and Estrin on Companies. The book covers the forms required under the
Companies (Forms) Regulations 1985 and its 1987 Amendment as well as
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those required under less important company subsidary legislation e.g.
Companies (Unfair Prejudice Applications) Proceedings Rules and the
Insolvent Companies (Report on Conduct of Directors) No. 2 Rules.
Forms found in non-company legislation but required in company admin-
istration e.g., certain Inland Revenue forms, are also included.

After each form is a short commentary on the related area of law. For
example, after Companies Form 395 (Particulars of a Mortgage or
Charge), four pages of commentary restate the various situations where
registration is required, and cite various cases on the failure to register and
the definition of various terms used in the registration required situations.

An Appendix of seventy pages repeats the full text of the relevant sub-
sidiary legislation except for the voluminous Insolvency Rules 1986, of
which only the contents are given.

The book is of little assistance to the legal researcher but might be of
interest to a legal practitioner who will find here a quick and convenient
means to compare a local form with the equivalent United Kingdom form
(which can easily be found using the comprehensive Index) as well as find
the names of the relevant cases.

TERENCE TAN BIAN CHYE


