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There are no other local text books on this area of the law and indeed,
not much has been written in the local context on this area. Thus, the
book is recommended to students and practitioners and to anyone in-
terested in the law of defamation in Singapore and Malaysia. Keith Evans’
book on The Law of Defamation in Singapore and Malaysia is therefore
a welcome addition and contribution to the store of local literature.

NG SIEW KUAN

PRINCIPLES OF MALAYSIAN REVENUE LAW. By ARJUNAN SUBRAMANIAM
AND TEO KEANG SOOD. [Singapore: Malayan Law Journal. 1989. Vol.
I: xxi + 251 pp. [Softcover S$64.00].

PRINCIPLES OF MALAYSIAN REVENUE LAW. By ARJUNAN SUBRAMANIAM
AND TEO KEANG SOOD. [Singapore: Malayan Law Journal. 1989. Vol.
II: xxix + 605 pp. [Softcover S$70.00].

PRINCIPLES OF MALAYSIAN REVENUE LAW. By ARJUNAN SUBRAMANIAM
AND TEO KEANG SOOD. [Singapore: Malayan Law Journal. 1989. Vol.
III: xxiv + 872 pp. [Softcover S$64.00].

DESPITE its title, this three-volume work is basically a reprint of tax
cases from the Malayan Law Journal, the Malayan Tax Journal, and
Professor Ahmad Ibrahim’s Cases on Revenue Law; with a few cases
from defunct reports like the Straits Settlements Law Reports, and the
Federated Malay States Law Reports. The word “reprint” is used here
in the literal sense: even the original headnotes are incorporated. The
cases are practically unedited.

Each section begins with some general statements of principles, followed
by a string of propositions that are supported by cases which are then
reproduced. Considering the nature of this format, it is surprising that
no trouble was taken to give the pages at which the various cases are
actually reproduced. A reader who would like to examine a cited case
has to thumb through all the cases reproduced in the section in order
to find it. The alternative is to look up the case in the index.

The statements of principles are generally very brief, and do not,
as a whole, give an organised and systematic picture of Malaysian revenue
law. The commentaries read as if they were written to fit the available
local cases. The principles promised by the title come mainly by way
of single-line principles which come from the cases reproduced.

The value of the work lies in the reproduced cases, and its index.
There is no other work that reproduces the tax cases from the various
sources in this manner. The book is recommendable on this fact alone,
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provided it is known exactly what type of book it is. Anyone without
such knowledge will probably be disappointed.

SOH KEE BUN

SANCTIONS AND REWARDS IN THE LEGAL SYSTEM: A MULTI-DISCIPLINARY
APPROACH. By M.L. FRIEDLAND (Ed.) [Toronto: University of Toronto
Press. 1989. 224 pp. Softcover: £9.95].

EVERY person has an opinion on punishment and its effect on a recalcit-
rant; every other person has his or her pet theory on how encouragement
and rewards shape behaviour; and certainly every parent has his or her
notion of when sanctions and rewards should be used on his or her child.
What none of us has done is to write a series of learned essays on such
a topic – until now. This book is a collection of essays written and
presented by scholars in different disciplines – management, history, public
policy, psychology, anthropolgy, law, sociology and political science –
at a symposium organised by the Canadian Institute for Advanced Research.
Each of the writers examines the issues of sanctions and rewards from
their unique perspectives. The titles of each of the ten chapters are enough
to give away the discipline of their respective authors.

In chapter 1, history Professor John Beattie details “Criminal Sanc-
tions in England since 1500”; this is followed by Laurence Ross’ “Sociol-
ogy and Legal Sanctions”, Philip Cook’s “The Economics of Criminal
Sanctions” and Robert Rabin’s “Deterrence and the Tort System”. In
chapter 5, Franklin Zimring examines “Methods for Measuring General
Deterrence”1 and in chapter 6, Joan Crusec discusses “The Approach of
Psychology”.2 Chapter 7 is entitled “Sanctions and Rewards: An Organiza-
tional Perspective” by Hugh Arnold, and chapter 8, “An Anthropological
view of Sanctions and Rewards” by Pierre Maranda. The final two chapters
are Carolyn Tuohy’s “Achieving Compliance with collective Objectives:
A Political Science Perspective” and Christopher Stone’s “Choice of Target
and Other Law Enforcement Variables”.

In his introduction, Friedland states that one of the main aims of
the volume is to fill the gap in research into effective techniques for
controlling and regulating human conduct. This collection performs this
task admirably. The essays are not aimed at the specialist who already
commands a deep understanding of the issues and who is interested only
in obscure or academic points. Being symposium papers, they introduce

1 Properly entitled, “Methods for Measuring General Deterrence: A Plea for the Field
Experiment”.
2 Properly entitled, “Sanctions and Rewards: The Approach of Psychology”.


