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of the wording of, say, section 511 (Attempts) of the Malayan Codes, when his only
extra-textual information on the actual law of attempts to Malaya and Singapore
is provided by an explanatory piece comparable in brevity to those provided in the
volumes under review. If a well-known saying from the common law world may be
excusably inverted, Professor Mueller and his colleagues have succeeded in using
“the bloody horse” all right, but where’s “the snaffle and curb”?

An answer to this question is somewhat tentatively proferred by the Editor-
in-Chief when he states, “It is to be hoped, however, that in a subsequent series,
treatise-like and encyclopaedic information on the codes can be made available.”
Could not the publication of the texts have been usefully postponed until that neces-
sary amplification is forthcoming? Since the value of a future appearance of such
explanatory matter, unaccompanied by translations of the relevant statutory pro-
visions, would be seriously impaired, the reasons which prompted the separate
publication of the present series are difficult to fathom.

The provision of a horse already snaffled and curbed is surely worth delaying
the journey for — especially where the road is likely to prove a hard one.

B. J. BROWN.

TOPOLSKI’S LEGAL LONDON with text by Francis Cowper and Foreword
by the Right Honourable the Lord Birkett. [Published for ‘The
Lawyer’ by Stevens and Sons Limited. 1961. xi and 76 pp. and one
double plate (in colour) and 14 single plates (in colour). £3-13-6.]

There has been a remarkable reluctance on the part of the pictorial reporteur
to comment on the legal scene. France has had her Daumier, England her ‘Spy’
and Ardizzone — but apart from these few names, notable draughtsmen have given
the law and its personnel a wide berth. In an effort to ensure that justice is to be
seen being done where so much of it is actually done, The Lawyer has enlisted the
services of Mr. Feliks Topolski to portray certain aspects of the English Law in
London. On the whole the artist has responded nobly to this challenge and most of
his drawings capture the peculiar atmosphere of the profession and its institutions.
About several of the fifteen plates there is a hint of the authoritative fluidity of
movement for which the younger Dufy demonstrated an unrivalled talent. [See
particularly the double plate, pp. 2, 3, and plates facing, p. 16 and p. 62.] Perhaps
the most stimulating in this respect is ‘Temple Fountain Court’, where economy of
line and subdued colour washes combine to depict quiet foreground animation beneath
a sky whose heaviness is borne patiently by tall, mellow-bricked buildings. The
same restrained treatment evokes all the congenial urbanity of a solicitor inter-
viewing clients in his Gray’s Inn office [facing p. 46]. More elaborately executed,
though no less convincing, is the untitled portrait of a barrister [facing p. 22] :
this is not any barrister, but one from whose comportment the artist has skilfully
extracted that quality of sanguine expectation which sometimes goes with an in-
supportable case. Mr. Topolski frequently injects an engaging humour into his
drawings and nowhere is this more evident than in his portrayal of well-known
members of the Bench and Bar. Many striking likenesses emerge, of which a few are
perhaps more frank than flattering!

In an approach of the nature employed by this artist it is essential for him
to appreciate the slender line which separates caricature from that degree of
hyperbole which is still compatible with the definition of character. Unfortunately,
Mr. Topolski does not share the ubiquitous Ronald Searle’s flair for being able to
operate comfortably on either side of the line, and his occasional dealings with the
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marvellous are responsible for his least distinguished plates [viz., those facing pp.
26, 36, 42, 58 and 72]. Nowhere is this weakness more apparent than in his sole
adventure (in this volume) with the medium of oil paint, in the somewhat allegorical
“Trial by Jury” [facing p. 72],— an unsubtle composition in which authenticity is
drowned in a deluge of melodramatic hues.

Mr. Francis Cowper’s accompanying commentary is polished, historically
accurate and tinged with a whimsicality which is as much part of the legal scene
as the persons and things he describes. The Preface informs us that the text and
the plates were produced independently, but they nevertheless serve each other in a
practical and unselfconscious way.

By no means the least virtue of this handsome and readable volume is its
measurements (15” long x 10” high), which should prevent it from being consigned
to oblivion in all but the most uneconomically constructed bookcase. Its proper home
is some place where it can be picked up as fancy decrees and opened for an hour’s
gentle browsing.

B. J. BROWN.

NATIONALITY AND CITIZENSHIP LAWS OF THE COMMONWEALTH AND OF THE
REPUBLIC OF IRELAND. By Clive Parry, LL.D., of Gray’s Inn,
Barrister-at-Law; Fellow of Downing College, Cambridge. Volume
Two. [London: Stevens & Sons Ltd. 1960. pp. xxiv + 260 (1025 –
1285) incl. Index. £4 4s. (To registered purchasers of Volume One—
£3 10s.)]

In his Nationality and Citizenship Laws of The Commonwealth and of The
Republic of Ireland, 1957, the learned author foresaw an early issue of supplements
to keep the work up to date. These expectations proved well founded. In the last
three decades, the United Kingdom embarked upon a policy of systematic raising
of status of its colonies culminating in the granting of full independence. So, since
the time of Dr. Parry’s writing, only some three years ago, not less than four new
states have emerged within the British family of nations all of them immediately
providing for their own nationality and citizenship legislation. At the same time,
it was wisely anticipated that the nationality and citizenship statutes then in
operation were not the final word on this rapidly developing subject. In fact, there
is scarcely a country which has not enacted at least a minor amendment to its
existing nationality and citizenship laws in the last three years.

As foreshadowed, volume two of the Nationality and Citizenship Laws which
must be read in conjunction with the original volume is designed to cope with the
changes which occurred in the subject since 1957. The method of treatment adopted
by the learned author is that of supplements to the main work together with a fitting
examination of the newly enacted legislation. Thus the numbering of the original
chapters has been retained, any additions and amendments to these chapters having
been inserted in chapters bearing identical numbers. The amendments, deletions and
substitutions themselves follow the pages of the original volume. In addition, four
new chapters dealing respectively with the presently existing situation in the State
of Singapore, the Federation of Malaya, the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland,
and in Ghana have been incorporated in the work. In this way, new legislation,
additions and changes up to January 1, 1960 have been recorded.

Together with the original volume, the work is a comprehensive textbook on the
complex nationality and citizenship legislation in force both in the United Kingdom


